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[The follow gy was printed 1o the Program whiach was provided oo cach reginoant darnmg the conterence
i July 19 Most ot thiy matenadway mncuded in b oniginal vonterence announcdnent dirnibuted m y

July 1Y% Toas u:pnmr-l here to poonvide the backgronnd tor the conterena, .uul . hn['l tor the future |
s
.

\

WELCOME! .

\Vclu)mc to the first national conference on the hmm) of the Chinese in
America. It was our greac pleasure tor be invited by the national American
Revolution Bicentennial Administration in 1972 to help observe the 200th
birthday of our country. lt crysullized our desire to help spread interest
about the Chinese in Americ} to the entire continept. It gave us the needed
impetus to.start planning this conference and the Society - proceeded to -
plement-a phn mnto rcaht\ which tnd.\\ rc;chu fruition. We are looking
forward to joining hands with you to nnike this a most successful affair. We
hopc the cgnference can be the c1t.1l\ st to l)rmg about greater cuopcr.\tmn

and Courdm.ltmn in this ficld of lmtm\ which has lain dormant for so long.

Doubhng our pleasure is thé oceasion of the Twin San Francisco Bicenten-
nial, which coincides with the ARBA year:. 1976. Chinese emigration to these
shores focused on the "Gold Mountain™ in the 1gth century, and gold pro-
vided the reason for the exodus of our carly pmnccrs from China. Their
destination was” San’ Francisco. Today we participate in \nl)su\mg the San ¢
Francisco Bicentennial as well.

It is therefore a double pleasure for the Society to accept the recognition
and the endorsement of both the city and national administrations.

‘Tue ReasoN For THis CoNFERENCE

During the past two decades, there has been a significant growth in the
awareness of the role in, and contribution to, the American way of life by the
Chinese in America. It is ironic that such conclusiohs should be reached only
within the past several decades. Rcsurchcrs and historians hcgm to discover
not long ago that the history of the Chinese in America is buried under a
“shicld”-of anti-Chinese hostlht» which persisted even through World War II.
This “shield” can be. illustrated by the dearth of literature available on the
Chinese. A search of the literature of the history of California and the Ameri-
can West from the 1800’s until the present time will reveal that the word
“Chinese” is rarely to be found in such indices. Additionally, Chinese lan-
guage docuinents rehtmg to such history have been largely ()vcrl(kad Itis
rare indeed to find an American historian of Caucasian .mccctr\ conversant
in the Chinese Janguage or able to research Chinese-printed sources.

Chinese-Americans mtrlgucd b» thc:r own history in the Umtcd Statces
were, untitrecently, few in nuxnbcr This is nttrlbutcd to the fact that Chinese
(like their Caucasian counterparts in the U.S. public- schools) arc being
taught that the Chinesc' only built railroads, panned for gold, or opcratcd
restaurants and laundrics. Few had reason to suspect a more significant
historical past. .
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Uie denomnd wnce the Lite roan'™s tor cthnie lstory codirses m cnllmw\ and
universities has wirned the attention of many new researchers to the snluul
of the Chinese in Amenica. Fhe Chinese, Historical Sacicty slmn\mcd a day-
long e ton uhu arors on this subject i April, 190 at which over two
Immhul and ity lhu\nn\ attended. oA History of the Chinesein ( .111}0rma
1 o0 page sy Habus, prepared for the senminar, has gone through five printings

to date, and in FCITOSPCCT SCelTis L VeTy meager uml for a wpu which has ev-

panded a dozep timies oyer. loday the need for this history iy stronger than
everas rescarch continues to open new vistis methis ficld.
Afew short vears ago. the Chinese in America wese mierely given some
ceedit for the “Eibor™ in the binlding of the first o anscontinental railroad” in
the 1so0's, Hlistorians now realize that they comributed skibls in more varied
operations, . :
In the prmlucmm of shoes, lamips, furniture, L:'.ll‘l‘i:lgc.\', and many uther
articles of cotmnon manufacture, the Chimese learned these skills with rare
speed and contributed much in the mid-19th century to thn development of
these light industrics in many states ranging from Massachusktts to California.
It was the Chinese, too, who began the commercial fi fshlllg mdu_str) on the
West Coast of the United States. For nuich of the Iatter 1gth dentury, Chinese
supplied major cities from California to Washington with shrimps, salmon,

“and abalone. Chinese contributions to American agriculture are staggering,

though again little documented mml recently.

In more recent vers, Chinese in America have made unpressive contri-
butions in the tickls of phy stes, engineeringg chemisery, [)()lltlLb bu)LhLmlstr) ,
hormone resgarch, hrerature, art, .lthl[LL ture, and finance. .

_ OBJECTIVES .

The objectives of the Society in phnmn" for the first “National Conference
on the Life, Influence, and the Role of the Chinese in the United States. .. "are

as follow:
. For the hrst tne, n mmmllv to discuss together the mfh‘cc rmd con-
tributions of Chinese who have been i the United States between the

years 1776-1960. : oo
. To encourage the study, research and dcvelopmcnt of papgers on the
' sul)]cct .

+ 3. To disseminate information on studics. in process in the various® fields,
and to act as an informal Llc1rmq house for informatipn available.
4. To continue the \vorl\ bC\ ond the pcrmd of the Blccnt‘gnnml Obscr’vnnce\,
as long as interest in the field remuins.
5. To angment and retain consultants to and beyond the conference as a
\ol\gnnr\ body to advise and consult in their fieldof expertise.

Resvrnrs axo BeNerrrs ’

Rescarchers. from diverse ficlds related tofthe Chinese in America may at
. [ i
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st be drawn togethes through the first “Nattonal Conterence on the 1 m,
Intlience, and the Role of the Chinese in the Unitéd States.” Scholars, hlsmn
ans, teachers, students, and Large segments of the Chinese-American popu-
lanon will m.lllv be able to share the results of rcscm.h and the common
knowledge retained by elderly € hlm se. ‘ :

lhr(mgh press coverage, the puhhutv attendant wath the conference has
focused on the role of the Chinese in the United $tates and subgcstmg thereby
that the Chinese have, indeed, played a grear part in the fultillment of the
Amcrican dream. This aspect of the life of the Chinese in America has beens
denied them until ru.gntl\ because they. as a.group, have been so excluded
and ignored in history and literatuge. The stercotyped 1g9th Ccmur) Chinese
muage will be sharply brought back into focus.

Proceedings of the u)ntgrcnu will be puhlﬁhcd in bound volumes. Addi-
tionally, other papers submitted, but not prcs'cntcd will be edited and pub-
lished as monogr .1phs ltu. conference will help ldcnnfy researchers, and
scholars who contributed\to the conference’ will serve as a pool of resource
persons, as possible lecturers, writers or lnckup 1uthor|t1;s fnr schools, the
prmtcd media and television. . . 2

The long-range outcome of s%ch a conference nmay b¢ even more critical
to the Chinese in” America and the preservation of American ideals. For the
‘first time, many non-Chinese as.well as ‘young Chinese will be realizing that
the Chinese h1\c and always have had, an enormous stake in the bunldmg of
the United Stated. Young Chinese, who have all but ignored their past, will
awake to the potgntial for research .md spccnhmnon as historians of their
own ethnic background. ‘

This Conference with its nnn\ contributions by p.lrtlmpants will hclp to
bond more firnily the divergent Oricntal hermgc that is also a part of Amer-
ica. Often |gn0rcd and forgottcmthh cthnic minority urgently needs exposure
now. Just in the past generation the”contributions of the Chinese in -America
- have furnished proof positive that their entry ‘into the whole spectrum of
Amcrican endeavar has enhanced this country’s research “and deveclopment
potennal

BACKGROUND ' g ' . _

The Chinese Historical Socicety of Amcrlm 1$ a non- proﬁt orgqmzatlon
.founded in 1963 by "Thomas W Chinn and four co-founders: C. H. Kwock,
Chingwah Lee, H. K. \\ong and Thonas W S, Wu, D.D.S.

The organization also ogemtcs a small museum it San Francisco's China-
town at 17 Adler Place: Both the museum and orgamzatmn operate with
Yolunteers onlv there is no paid staff. It is well’ known in California and sur-
rounding states. "Many of the libraries, both mnmcxpal ang university, are
members. \iembershxp in the Society spans the continent and rariges “from
-many umvcrsttv profcseors historians, writers, to’ senators, ]u(lges and a large
cadre of tcachcrs from clemcnmr\' to college level.

vii \ -
‘ 8
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Smice ity meeption, the Chinese Fhistoreal Society Aniernica e reecved
the un(lu:llllul approv. aband support ‘of e Chinese uul Chunese conpnuites
throughout the state. Tnats varous undertakings the Soctety has alsp recewved
the cooperation and assist nce nt leading argamizations. Some of these aire

Californua Fhstonieal Soc ur\ Conference of Cahforma Histoucal Societies,
,md the .\nuu\ of Califorma Ploneers. State and national tigures have also

Cenddossed the Soc ey and s puarpose Nt lenth Annwversary i iy g, resolu

tions honoring the .\mn() cante from both the City of San Francwco and the
State of California, ' .

ln sponsoring this Conference, the Soctety hopes to fay the groundworl
for creating greater lmuupmnn n L\plr»nng the lustory of the € nese 'in
Aernic . _
¥l"1|\3.\1,\x WGy, Presudent

P ’

+

. ' ‘ HOSPITALITY CENTER ¢

€.0.CA AUDITORICM, 1044 STOCKTON STREET, SAN FraNcisco
- ) (Between Washington and Jackson Strects) '

Through the courtesy of the Chinese American Citizens Alliance Grand Lodge, the audi-
torium and facilities of their Grand 1 .odge was made available to C Sonference members, their
farnilies and friends during the "Conference. Tr was manned by Sociery munbcr\lnd fricnds.

i .
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A MPANEIUAE S N L A AN A A A R B N PR AN N IV AR AN A

g THIE CHATRMAN

The tirst manonal conference on Clunese hostory i the United States has
come and gone, The extiliration.and honor ot hang a pare ot the Bicentennnal
eaxpericnee how ever, ts sl warh us e this cooth simvetsary of our nation,

When the tirst pl.mnmg sesstons tor the conterence were held w Late 1y,

the expectations for a lll(‘.lllllil[f\ll actvaty were great. We had neatly three

Vs o puhllcilc the cvent ll.l[ll:ll.l”_\, mdl RIS \virters a4 chanee to prepare
their papers in depth and i anety. 1 here would be tine to develop new
rescarch, and provide new areas of Chinese activaty. Then too, there would
be tine to explore the hitherto vague beganmings of the Clinese n colonal
America. However, as vear followed yearoand funding prospeets dwindled,
hopes alko diminished. Fhe final few months prior to the July conference was
fraught with big decisions, I'he tinal.onc: whether to continue to hold the
cvent—or nat. The turning point actually occurred when two uiajor problems.
resolved themnselves: (1) Funding: Our tinance comnuttee turncd from seek-
ing fpundation and federal sources to that of contfibugions from friends and
the general publics (1) the chatrmen and speakees all voluntanly watved their
tras cband expense vouchers, and cach nuade fus ownoarrangements tor attend -
Ling the conterence, .
. Inthe face of such magnanimity, the Connuittee decided to hold theconfer-
ence. What happened is now history. Those attending Largely ;1pprm'cd the
progran, n spite of the uhvi(m\‘ mbalancg of speakers Qnd u[)pormnitics_ for
audience dialogue. o . '
With fittle or no pul)'licll_\' across the continent (hecatse of the~snited
Jbudgety, we still rccci\'cd_;l good rcprcwnt.niun that cveeeded 50, /with
overall attendance well over the goo uirk.
It may be well, at this time. to ke some observations and endeavor to
answer some of. the qnc.xtiui\.x that posed themselves during the conference.
During inifial planning, the title and purpose of the conference was con-
sidered carctully. ‘I'his being for a bicentennial vear, and the conference a
bicentennial activiey, much has singe been made on why the conference sub-
ject period ended with 19600 One would have to have A working knowledge
of Chinese history in America to realize tat, up to the carly part of the 1960's,
exclusion of Chinese was stll l)l.ll)li(' law —albeit crumbling around the edges
in the prioc decades, It was not until October 3, 1905, that the last vestiges
of these exclusion laws were lift_c?l by a stroke of the President’s pen.
With the rcpcnl of these laws, a new; chapter in Chinese-American history
. came into being. In 1969, this writer penned the introduction to the Society’s
‘Syllabus: “A History of the Chinese in Californi,” i which the following

e

~observation was made:

10 .°

e -
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I Ill 11 I(.l"-(il ”r“llll(l ol noaw |||l||||!:|‘|l|(\ Lyt llI‘-II‘:,' IRRRNTY Il TevINIOny
m the socnl, coome and polineal hite of the Chimecom Nimenca A new
chapter of thae hitory sl untold as newconmers attempt toonle the adjust
MENts neceswty to enter the nomstieam ol comumity lire Nuncallv then
old workl cistonm tabats ind outlool wall cline to thom onn! they adpont 1o
the new CnvTonont Unal then, wsuch m:_:nn/.nmn'. nothe Cliumese tanmly
destnerand tong cocations and other woconl srronp sl tedd the merered
tenmpo ot aetnaty s And there waill be grreater tonon thin ever hefore tor the
cnstence of Climatow ns ’

1 ‘I\(tlllt'.lll‘\ spealanes the nmereenth conmmy Clincee po o proteer has
passed em o The mold tronme swhnch he was cant,and all that he represented
and all that he endueed i i v s noomore e wonld he hard o veahe
the prosent iongrant Lced withy the toals and tobulitens ot fos predecessors
ot b century or evert o a halt century, agro b

Lo was tele that the Lt iitteen vears Crgno o5 could well be called eon
remporary l)l\lnl‘_\‘_” and that cml)h.m\ shomld be l»l.'.u-.l o1t the e 185
yvears of our history or s much of that istory s we could  under the
crireumstancees, recene. he |\cr|ml stee oo SLould be aonoe cnmpl"lc
t'h.||m~x of Clhunese Nimicrniean sty contauncd in one }m'rll('.lllnn_ and ot
1 [vl‘lsflllt'lll('\l pottion n\v;mnplctc hy selt ’

Ay the conterence date drew closer, many adpistments were necessarv, e,
to work within dur tiuncnl means; to ariange the procaram fog the Com eni
cnee of onr many clurrmen and \|w.|l;c1'\; to l\rn\nlc stath and coordimate
Al acuvities mnto g cohesive whole, 1o cotrespond with oue tegistiants and
speakers; recene and edue papers and- pass on arenal relevant o dhe con
ference theme; fie them mto the time fraume, and m general, to provide
mcaningtil program of historieal benetit to all

We carfie now to t, papers that tollow on these piges. The publicoton
citors fede that cach paper had some merit i that e focuses ona parneular
subject and -provides «vm)l food for thought. In addition, nearly all of the
papers are original, ﬁum" prine for the tirst e, Here 1gan, some back-
ground know lulm of Chinese-American 111\(“1\ i benefical o more fuylly

appreaate the papers. A couple of ilustrations might serve to cxplamn this:

Robert A7 Nash's “The ‘China Gangy’ 1 the Aliska Packers Association
Canneries” covers quuee thoroughly for the livimun the operations of the
fish cannery ol)crmnm over a period covering ne 1rl\ ahalf-century. b goes
o the cconomics that unpelled o L'(an sized worl force to mahe the rxcl

» Alaska .mnunll\ The work was Iurd the hours fong, and many of these

, cannery waorkers never camie back from this scasonal \\nrl\;rhu were buried

there-—victims of the })umd and circumstances that dictated so little employ-
ment opportimities for the ethnic minority, For nmrl\ a century, the subjeet
of the Aliska fish canneries drew hushed <tories of the long hmn\ brutally
demanding the maximum ctfort from L.thﬂLlnl. the rclmr.mu. of men to sign

1
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np fol another von And vor when Paced watho no orhor work oppertmte.,
sore of these men e hadeo Gonmmae 4 hos s over meagrar thens carhings,
thawe camues meant 1 peat deal to o d P and o A hictto Jeemmmny
Grraddnallyv, to nearly A€l the Company e row mteoa Chrstoe,
Scroepm, the heartless, seltd e T reok Roberr Noshoa longe time topan
ln_uulu-lv trom othicnal reconds the wtory we b here Teeothe s and o ta
o e lnow, the only story ob ey lind ever wneten on the subyece Te helps
ane to nnderstand colne ot the hondsbnpe and eahles endured by hath cn
plover as well s ciplovee and goes o Tone wan towand moe accunaely
lmmx\l?\!: the picture ot this eran “Which became a tamous, l]hlllg".ll

clonded, chapter of Chiese Aretican histony .

1 Ins pPaper tepresents the Lt story to he wanten by D Nosh Fle has
tor veats contnbuted preath thoonn Lnowledge of Chine.e hshing amd water
cratean this country Faly thie vear, i N nh passed away

Protesson 'Eo Haang Im\ two Chanese proesentations conttibute to o
l\nn\\lulm ot the immense miportance ot Jonese Ameniean histors Y nny
Wing, the st Chinese college gradiate, made posyble the cducation ot over
roo Chinese vouths sent to” dmeniea, Ore ot these vonthe was Sie Chenting
g Cheny Nearlv all af the ather voung rnen later dett therr nank
shapnng the histors ot Cluna and Chimete Yimencan telanons Teas suclnate
tial that puts the stamp of vahidity onthe st contference. 1o true that this
is but o begimnmy, aned that mueceh more remans to he uncovared

Hopetully, these frst papers will Pl’n\'idc anineentive tor others to take
ap the challenge and m ume, provide the nussing portions” at the jigsan
pn//lc that s so wncomplete. We v blime the many factors of the past
for our missing history, but we canonly Blamne oursehves 1f we cannot now,
i todav’s chimate, work tagether to prove dhoswe ave, indeed, conabuted
much in the past. and can do even more m todav’s workd, But the latter s
history sull in the making.

VWhen this conference was fivst }nul»lu Ivoanuounced worgTg mcluded a
paragraph as tollows:

“In general s hoped that wherever the Chinese have materally
left their mark an this country. this conterence will become the
catalyst that will bring forth s historv. Such other tields as the
SCICNCEs, COVCINMment, Wonien, i fact, any other interest can be the
subject for exploration. Ieisabaevpeeted that know ledye. ible persons
on each subject will be called apnor to \nlumul their expertise m
the 3-day session. s hoped thatan mtormal panel of \nhmucrs
will be selected to serve this phase of resarch coordination under the
general ongoing administrative care « ot the Clhinese Historical Society
of America. In this fashion, an m.nmnl clearing house can be estab-
lighed to prov ide continuing assistance to hl»rnn ;m’fnl schools and ro

help rescarchers, w rmx\ and histori: ns_as-well as the general public
¢
A}
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in this ﬁcld of history.”
In this en ca\/or, we should not overlook thc ;ob of coordination. In the

“cdurse of the ‘st few years, many persons have written to the Socxctv asking
for assistance onsa pamcular sub]cct-—and we find that elsewhere, others.are

similarly engaged, It is in the hope of avoiding duphsqtmn of effurt that
some thought should be devoted to coordinating such work. ’

‘Some pcrsons arc not famihar with the role of the Soucty We take this
opportunity to print the followi ing from the Constitution <announcing its
“To cstabhsh maintain and operate a scwntnhc lntcrar\ and educa-

tional organization; . . '
“To’study, record, acqunrc and prcscrvc all smtablc 1rt1f.xcts and |
such cultural items as manuscripts, books and works of art or their,
facsimiles which have a bearing on thc history of-the Chmcec hvmg R
in thed¥nited States of America;
“To cstablnsb a headquarters to cnahlc the dlsp]ﬂ of such irems as
are acqunrcd . e
“To issue papers and pubhcu} pertaining to the findings of the
Socncty, and . .
“Io_promote the contributgns that the *Chinese living in this
country have madc to thc;l"‘ 1doptcd land, the Umtcd States™ of
America.”
The Socmtv 1S dcdnmtcd to this tasl\, and cvcr\ step that advances thns
preamble is a step we heartily endorse. We invite the contnbutlon of both
time and material by eagh person interested in our h1§t0n

History is not the sole domain of the qualified writer or historian. 'Ihc
5ub)cct demands the coordination of a team: the rescarcher, the transcriber,
photographcr and in many cases in Chinese-American history, thc translator
and interpreter as well ds the writer in Chinese. . :

" And, somewhere, sometime, future historians may" bring tonéthcr all of
the little pieces of Chmcsc American history to form that ultmmtc history

- we strive to attain.

To the conferces who attended this first national conferencé, Bur thanks
for working together to rcach that initial milestone. Thanks, too, to all of
the volunteers who worked so hard on the project. The publication of this
book, therefore, is the Society’s and friends’ observation of our Bicentennial.
In the pcnod ahead, let us look for greater accomplishments when we meet
again to compare notes. And who knows® Maybe the next time, whoever -

the sponsor may be, we can expect a greater, more perfect conference.
: : . ‘-

. N - -
e 13 —Troxas W, Cuiss
u 1 —TE (i;\[r ‘m\ \”
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PROGRAM

Tuurspay, Jury 1o, 1975 - r
8:00-12:00 noon'— Registration.

9:00-9: 30 A, — Entry of Flag: "Froop Three, Boy Scouts of Amcnu, S.E
Plcdgc of Allegiance.

THOMAS W CHINN:
Good Morning.'l\'l'v name is 'T'homas Chinn. On behalf of the Chinese Histori-

. cal Socicty, may I welcome you to this, our first National Conference. There

are just a few announcements we have to nke before the formal program
begins. *
Our color guard this mormng are members of Boy gcouts of Amecrica,

Troop 3, an all-Chinese Scout troop. It was orgamzcd in 1914, ;mt 4 year®
after the Scouting movement started in America. We believe it is the first

‘Chinese Boy Scout troop in the world. That’s why we are particwarly proud

of it. I am also proud of the fact that I have been a continuous mcmber of this
Same troop since 19z21. . '

To orient ourselves, this particular room is Room z50. The onc just next-

to usis 251 All of the sessions will be held in these two rooms, which will be

‘ scparatcd by foldmg doors. You may choose the session you wish to attend,

and just fecl free to pass back and forth between sessions.

Those teachers Who arc taking the 3.3 program to further their knowledge
and teaching skills who want the second unit of credit will have to write a
Brief report followmg the conference in order_to get both unit credits. So
please bear this in mind and check again with the registrar in this roonu.

Regarding this conference and the planning which led to our presence here:
becausc there were so many imponderables, we fourrd oursclves wondering

- whether we were going to have 50 or 500 or 1,000 people attending. It posed

a great many problems. Finally, we decided we should sclect a place that
would be flexible enough to accommtodate all who came.

As we go into the scminar rooms we want to cmphasnc to the chairmen

,of the various sessions to bear in mind the time schedule. We must try to

have all the sessions terminate about the samic time. So we would appreciate
your cooperation in trying to maintain the schcdu]c printed in your program.
It is my great pleasure to announce that this umfcrcnce has been endorsed

by both the National Revolution Bicentennial Administration as well as the.

Sgn.Francxsco Twin Bicéntennial. In honor of this special occasion, ‘we have
invited representatives of both organizations to be with us today. .

May I now present Mrs. Anna Chennault, a member of the board of the
National Bicentennial Administration.
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MR% ANNA ( HIENNAUL L

Dr. Clunn, «h\nnmmllul guests, bidies and pentlemen, and fricads from afar,

| lumu jrecenings frosm W whington, DO the Winte 1 ouse and trom ARBA
fAmencgaResolunon Ihununnnl Admmstratton ] Fmovery excited heeause
so much has happenedan the L tew vears, The Chimese have tried to accoms
pll\h so mnch and we have trwed to catch up because we have fost so much
tnm Only recenthy was e bise vear, Do Chann, that we met in Washington,
NP AW when D, Clhunn ol e ahour this meenng and Linquired-about the
‘unncunu. People commgr 1o thie type of meening SOMICtimes very scldom
realize how much work and clort and tme people responsibie for this kind
of tueeting have to spend to make it work, to make it happen, to ke it
possible, pumnlnl\ wheh VOuAre runming an organizanon where very little
funding is available. T hope rh itin the future seminars of this nature gee better
national support. Not just s}nrmmll\_ bue financially.

Last night when Mis. Chinn met me at the arrport, she told me that many
of the teachers volunteered their Gme to write letters, make name tags, and
just do all kinds of work; and in fact, someone provided transportation and
tried to pick up people at the airpore. So Mere were all kinds of little work
and big work that needed to be done before we could meet together. So.for
this T think we should be very appreciative of Dr. Chinn and his staff for
being the tirst to hold sucha conference. | hope that mavbe in the future there
will be more gatherings of this nature, Don't let other people do our work.
1 talk to people around various parts of this country, and 1 try not to address
myself particularly to the Chinese because | ehink if the C hinese of this country
want to be recognized for their accomplhishments that we can move forw ard
faster. We not unl\ have to work together as a unit but we also nced lots
of support from others. 1 honored .md prmlcucd to have this uppurrumry
to bring greetings to all of vou and wish yon a very successful meeting.
Again, Dr. Chinn, vou and vour hclpcr\ are to be wngratul.ltcd for doing
such a fine l“l’ Thank vou very much.

T W.Chinn: Thank vou very much, Mrs. Chenmault. We deeply appreciate
vour kind \\'urd\ and greetings from our National Bicentennial headquarters
and. as \()u sav, from the White House. We look forward té hearing from
you later this afternoon.

We alsd have a truly distinguished historian w ho is well known in the San
anc:sco Bav Area as well as throughout California. He has traveled back
and forth until he knows not only historical sites, not orily historical places
but also individuals. e is chairman of the San Franciéco Tiwin Bicentennial
History Committee. [t gives me great pleasure to introduce Dr. Albert
Shumate.

DR. ALBFRT SHUMATE: .
I bring vou greetings from the § San Francisco Twin Bicentennial and a wish

for an extremely successful conference.
1
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| thmk for those out of San Franaiseo | might mention why we call e the

‘Twan Bicentennual, It's not only the bicenrentiial of the U nited States but s
»also the bicentenmal of the be gnmingr of San Francisco and thus we call it the
twin bicentenmial. We were yery pl( ised to endorse this history conferende
and T also am pleased to mdntion that Thomas Chinn v a member of our
Fhstary Committee of the San Franciseo [Twin Bicentennial, "1 (h”\( of vou
who live in San Franciseo this need not be said, but to those who lll.l\ come
fromafar I'd like tonention that Thomas Chinn is one of our fine historians
in this area and also anvone who knows hing wall agrree with this: he s truly
one of our great uultlumn Wean San Franeiseo are very pl( wed that the
hcnd(lulrurs of the Chitiese flistorieal Society of Anerica s loeated here,
Personally, I have alw avs been proud thit 've been a lunu tirue member of
this Chinese Fistorical Society.
" This is really the I)Lumnmg of the events of our San Francisco “Twvin bi-
centennial and I think that there is no other event that we would be more
proud of than this as the tirst major cvent. So 'l congratulate Mr. Chinn and all
his committee for having this conference. Thank vou.

9:30-10:15 a.m.

. (H\lll\(l%l\(l\(.ll”
CUHINESE- NN RICAN HISTORY OF THE FUTURE

s

Opening Address By
KEVIN STARR

As a mative San Franciscan, born and raised in the Richmond District, | am )

quasi-Chinese by assimilation, and proud of it: proud to livemnow side l)\ stde
with a great pu;plc who have done so much to build. the City of San Fran-
cisco and the State of Calif§nia. lmh\ as vou open this most mlportmt
National Conference of the Chinese | listorical Society of America, T would
like to shire with vou a few off-the-cuff remarks rcgmhng the focus and
assumptions that nnght be shaping the Chinese lnsmrmurlphv of thc futurc.

Hlstur\ is a universal dlsuphnc combining clements of both art and sci-
cnce. or, as Aristotle put it. combining realisme and poctry. Hlstnrv 155€SSCS
facts and quantifications; it alsa 1rtcmpts the evalintion of m\ ths, sy mbols,
and the subtle processes of mtcrn.xl lifc, pcrsnnll and communal: the way
ndividuals and communities know themsel\ ¢s in time and in retrospect. You
vnurscl\ cs, meeting in this City, must feel in“the presence of the more clusive
aspects of historical memory. San Francisco’s hills and streets must, for you,
cvoke an ancestral memory of hope, pain, strugfle. success, and bitter dis-
appointment froni-that time past, the 1850s and aft LW hcn vou came here,
working so hard, thrm\-mg rails across half a contin
labor equalling the construction of the Grear \Wall. Int

’ 3
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-+ government of the City you helped to build and which you linked by rail to.
* the rest of the Nation, I cx;‘cn‘d to you the official greetings of, San.Francisco.
For some time¢ now, 1 have felt that we need a book on Chinese immigra-
“tion analogous to Oscar Handlin’s The Uprooted, a work, that is, searching
for tht inner cxpcricncc'of those Chinese who came here in the nineteenth.
‘century, dcn'ling with family life, personal _historics, and based in diartes,
letrers,.and ‘dictated recollections. Professor Handlin was unafraid of going
after the clusive parts of the Caucasian immigrant story. At times, in fact, he
functioned as an cpié poet, as much as an academic historian, weaving to-
gether strands of fact and ‘elucidating metaphor in the manner of, say, Willa
Catlrer'in her descriptions of Central European and Slavic immigrants oh?tlle
Grecat Plains. Francis Ford Coppola’s “Godfather I1,” incidentally, had to it
much-of this same feeling in its marvelous cvocations of Ellis Island and
immigrant Tralian urban life. B . . : -
The assessment, furthermore, of Caucasianﬁim‘migr%nt valucs, styles, and
contributions to American cultire has been an aim of academic history for
. the past ‘qunrtt_:l” century. Underlying this historiography is an implicit Mani-
fest Dcstiny. The focus 1s.Caucastan and the movement iS&Vesnvard. Its cul-
minating moment in our litesature was perhaps “The Song of the Redwood
Trce"’by Wale Whitman, in which an archetypal Cnﬁcas:mn ifamigrant stands
on ‘the shores of California, facing the East, realizing that th circle of the
world has been encircled. ]\fligrntidn, Caucasian migration,. is ¢
. Yet what about movement from the other direction®> What ‘about Asian
tnimigration castward toward the rising sun? What were, the internal fo_rccs
that set that migration in motion> What thoughts of California — if any —had -
previously been in the Chinese consciousness? ' o
Cnlifornin’ns' a fact of Chinese experience, asa ,.symbol in Chinese literature,
as.a placemade Chinese by immigration: these atc some of the things I have .
“ivanted tolsee studied by Chinese-American historians: Professor Samuel Eliot
Morison df ‘Harvard once wgote that a Red Man will eventually write the
‘great histary of the Red M:i*in Amcrica. The same is true of the Chinese-
American history I am talking about: it will be written from within —by a
Chincse-American — as pnrf of a larger forging of cthnic consciousncss, as
part of a total act of self-identity and liberation. History, finally, is both a
study and a discipline — and an interior act of selfknowledge on the part of a
pcople,- by which they determine their own usable past. )

* This conference, if one were to judge from the talks planned,geems to be .
focusing on both internal and cxternal history. The first —or cmergihg—
phasc of internal history has been characterized by anger: anger over preju-
dice, stereotypes, suppression, injustice. It takes its origins in the conscious-
ness of the 196osand has as its primary goal political definition and coherence.

- It seeks to.locate and to exorcise pain. Even I —a non-Chinese — can yet feel
some of that nincteenthscentury pain, the resonances of a thousand lost acts
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of. barbarlty and excluswn chn an outsxder can feel its moral burdeh on uhe -

present : R

The second phasc of awareness. (and of a consequcnt lustonography) 1s

of what was survived, endured, and accomplished. It focuses upon the clusive
premlscs of accommodation and hope. The third phase — and. this canference
is in the third phase —sces the suffering pcople the immigrants,. as havmg
suffered and endured — but also as having been significant prot.xqomsts in the
larger: American experience.

“There are so many tasks to be accomphshcd and qucsnons o be anS\\ cred:
about the Asian forces opelatmg on Chinese immigration, about the mtcrnal
orgamzanon of Chinesc -immigrants (cspccxa”\ their dmcl’opcd scheme: of
mutual. Assistance), about how the family survived for’ lon" femaleless years
of loneliness, how railroad workers set themselves to their tqsl\ as a matter Of

both engineering and ofganization. Did art and music survive? Who negoti--
~ated arrangements with the power elite? Was justice admmlstcrcd internally?

Wias a New World folklore devised?

Many of the conferences of this convention will be attacking su<.h prob-
lems. The fullness of sources arrayed here in.the tatks bodes w cll for a rich
sense af the Chinese-American story; for sources or source- sclcctlon is his-

- .

tbrLogmphy s first external ﬁCt . : .

Also exciting is the e asis upon individuals. Cauc:man hlstornns seeni
to scc the Chinese onl) en masse or as ncarl) anonymous ﬁgurcs in a dim
historical landscape. But you are rcscumg mdmdmls by name, and by
specific careers, men and women alike. The §tudics to be prcqcntcd on the
careers of two women dovetail, obvmusly with today’s feminism; yet the

,emphasxs is not upor’ their supprcssmn bat their expression: what they

achieved for themselves and for others, in business and medicine.
Let us hopc that this ¢onference opens up a new cra in Chinese-American

' historiography, one that w ill send Chinese-Amocrican scholars back to reassess

thé ninetecnth as w ell as the tweriticth century. In doing so, vou will be
enlarging our total sense of American culture. You will be fundmrr into it an
Asian formula new lacking. The very presence here of Commissioner Chen-
nault of the National.Bicenterinial symbolizes the American aspects, the
national aspects, of .your quest for an understanding of vour past. The great

‘crowds which arc :now- flocking to. th¢ exhibit of ancient Chinese art on

- exhibit at the Brundage Museum provide us encouragement in the matter, of

the ultimate umvcrsahty of all human C\pcrlcncc \our hmtorv is also, in some

very decp scnse, my hlstory and my history is yours. From understanding.

can perhqps come reconciliation. Welcome to San Francisco, a Cm w hl(.h
wishes you the bcst for a lively conference.

"10:15-10:30 B.m. Break.. - |
« 5 N .
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& 10:30-11:45a.m. _
: #1 — RESEARCH IN CHINESE-AMERICAN HISTORY N
" Chairman: Albert H. Yee, California State Unwerszty, Long Beacb

CHI\TESE STUDILS IN PEDERAL RECORDS

) By .
Jo AxN WiLLiamsoN

-

1

The holdings of ths: National Archives in VVashmgton and its eleven regional
archives branches’in the Federal Archives and Records Centers are records
‘of the Federal Government which have been appraised as having their contin-
uing use‘in the neccssary processes of government; for the protection of both
public and private rights, and for research usc by scholars, students, and
the general public. The regional archives in the San Francisco Archives and
Records Center are accessioned from the non-current records created by
Federal agencies in Northern California, Northern Nevada, Hawaii, and
American Samoa. An important distinction exists between the two kinds of
original records in the Federal Archives and Records Centers. The ma)onty
of the records stored are still in the legal custody of the originating agencics
and the agency alone may grant access to the records. The records accessioned
by -the reglonnl archives are in the legal custody of the National Arch.wes
The records discussed here will come from this last category.

To find materials pcrtmcnt to a 1esearch topic 1r2( the Archives, it is always’
nccessary that the Federgl Government has a connection with the cvents,
persons, subjects, or conditions about which the researcher seeks.data. For
example, the bulk of the California- related holdings are dated after 1846, the
year the American flag was raised in Monterey, As we all know, the Chinese
people have had a lcng,thy involvement with the Federal Government, and the
Archives is rich in mdterial for those interested in. Chinese-Amierican studies.

Rzcorps or THE U.S. District Courts

One of the most important collections we have at the San Francisco Archives
Branch for the study of the Chinesc pcople in the United States is the records
of the United States District Courts. Circuit courts it general, had jurisdiction
over what are today called civil actions and the) had appellate powers from
the district cov{ rts. District courts had jurisdiction over admiralty, criminal,
bankruptcy, and certain civil cases. After 1911 they’ assumec! }unsdxcnon
1 over the civil cases formerly heard by the circuit courts and the ercuxt Court
. of Appeals assumed the circuit courts’ appcllate powers.
Each court created two forms of records: (1) bound volumes, reflecting the
work of the couft, such as dockets, minutes, orders; final records and indexes,
which have generally been retained by the clerks of the courts, and (2) the doc-

¢
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uments for each individual case—subpocneas, briefs, pleadings, depositfoné etc.

The San Francisco Archives Branch presently holds the records of the U.S.
District Court, Northera District of California, 1851-1950 and the United
States District Court, District of Nevada, 1865-1953.

: ADMIRALT\ Cases - - .

After the passage of laws regulatmg or suspendmg Chincse 1mmlgrat10n,
each Chinese immigrant had to make a plea to enter the United States by way -
of a wtit of habeas corpus. inthe Admlralty Court. The laws governing Chinese
immigration and naturalization were quite complex and difficult to enforce.
The bulk of the Admiralty cases between r88z and 190z are composed of -
Chinese cases involving the proceedings of a writ of habeas corpus. :

The Exclusion Act of May 6, 1882, prohibited the 1mportat10n of Chinese
labor, but did allow teachers, students; travelers and merchants into thé United

‘States. Most of the Admiralty cases involved attempts of Chinese to prove they

were merchants and thus gain admittance. For this purpose each defendant had

. to have a certificate issued either in the United States or China stating he was

a merchant. Later, as othet categories were allowed admittance, all Chinese
were issued certificates which may be found in the Admiralty cases.

In 1883 and 1884, passports were issued in China to gain entrance. The
passports were unusually hrge and gave themame, age, occupation, residence,

-.height, complexion, color of eyes, physxcal peculiaritics, official ttle (if any),

and a phetograph of the persen holding the passport. In December 1883 and
January 1884, there began to appear writteq testimony among the cases filed

in which the immigrant attempted to prove previous resxdency by describing

his life in the United States.

The large Canton passports disappeared after 1884 and were apparently
replaced by small individual photgraphs of the person seeking admittance.
These small photographs begari to appear regularly after January 188s.

In June 1892, certificates issued in China began to appear declaring the
person was a merchant and stating the value of hls property upon 1mm1gra-

_tion. This was probably a result of the extension of the Exclusion Act in 1892

and of the Scott Act which stated that the 1mn'ugrant had to have property
valued at $x 000 Or more. '
* In 1902, Chinese immigration began to dwindlc and the number of cases in
Admlralty began to decrease. How ever, the Chinese Exclusion laws were not
repealed until 1943 and some cases may be found up till then.
, Crivinar Cases
Once the immigrant was’in the United States, he might still have further con-
tact with the Federal Courts in a case of common or criminal Jaw. The crimi-
nal courts dealt with various types of cases, ranging from smuggling to failure
to pay Federal taxes. Some of the criminal cases include thefollowing. emmples _
(1) US. vs. Smg Lece. September 188:. Smg Lee was convicted of falsely
impersonating a Chinesc laborer by using a name other than his own. He

- .
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was found guilty, fined $1,000, and scntcnccd to ) years in San Quentin.

) US. vs. Fong Ark. October 1887. Fong Ark wis accused of failure to
_ pay a special tax on cigar manufacturing. No verdict could be found and
. the case contains only a bench warrant and indictment.

(3) US. vs. Wong Ah Hung November 1887. The defendant was accuscd
of bringing a woman into the United States for purposes of. prostitution.
Wong Ah Hung plcadcd not guilty, but was convicted, fined $1 ooo, and
sentenced to 5 vears in San Quentin.

(4) U.S. vs. Fung Chun Shee. January 1888. Fung Chun Shec was accused

""" of bringing two females into the United States for purposes of prostitu-

tion. The defendant p]cadcd not guilty and the case ended with a hung

jury. This case is interesting because there is a good exhibit of written

Chinese testimony on very thm rice’ papef and two exhibits, written in

Chinesc and anllﬂh of testimony by the two girls. The casc also includes

photographs of Fung Chun Shee and the two girls.

(

t4

.= Conintox Law Casks

As mentioned bcforc the Chinese 1 1mm1grant mlght also appear in a court in
a case of common law. These cases are interesting for a variety of reasons,
mcludmg the fact that the Chinese could and did usc the courts to protest
against the discriminatory practices of the Statc and Federal governments.

In 1885, \Vmg Hing and other Chinese mercharits sucd the Clty of Eureka
for $132,820in damages 1llcgcd to have bccn sustained in a riot in Chinatown
“by a mob of dlsordcrlv and riotous pcrsons on February 27, 1885. Damages
done to mcrchqndlsc CIQA‘hmg, provisions, furniture, f"(tures personal effects
and money™ would run ffom $240 to $5,599 for cach individual merchant.
The case was dismissed aftcr it had been called three times with no response
from cither the plaintiff or the defendant. The plaintiff was ordered to pay $15
in court costs when the case was ﬁmlly terminated on March 2, 1889.

In 1886, the Circuit Court: heard habeas corpus procecdings in which Wo
Lee, a Chinese laundryman of San Francisco, contested enforcement of an
ordimnCC'passcd by the Board of Supervisors which made it an offense “for
any person to csmbhsh maintain, or carry on a laundry within the corporate
dimits of the city and county of San Francisco, without having first obtained
the consent of the¢ Board of Supcrvlsors except that the same located in a
bulldmg of cither brick or stone.” Wo L.ce argued that the ordinance.-as en-
forced, discriminated against Chinese since most Chinese  laundries were—
housed in frame buildings and thus the ordinance favored large white-run
laundry establishments. The ordinance also said that those laundries employ-
ing onc vehicle with a horse pay a license fee of one dollar per quarter; those
who employed no vehicles pay fiftecen dollars per quarter. The Chinese did
not employ horse-drawn vehicles. The Circuit Court ruled in Wo Lee’s favor.
and the United States Supreme Court dcchrcd thc ordinance null and' void
when the case was appealed. : N

. 45 8

\

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

~ -

- =

Another landmark case against discrimination is that of Ho Ah Kow vs.

Matthew Nunan in May 1878, which-invalidated the Queuc Ordinance. Passed

by the San Francisco Board of Supcrv:sors the ordinance stated that every

" male person imprisoned in the county jail should immediately upon his arrival

have his hair “cut or clipped to a uniform length of one inch from the scalp.”
The queue, according to Ho Ah Kow, was worn by all Chinese men dnd
losmg it was regarded by the Chinese as degrading, as a dxsgrace in the eyes
of .their fellow Chinese, and as a cause for eternal suffering in death.The

) Court mvahdatcd the ordmancc on the grounds that it was cruel and unusual

punishment. .

.~ Recoros or THE U.S. COM\IISSIO\'ERS, 1892-1905
The adminfStration of business of the Federal district courts is largely aided,
especially in cnmmal procedures, by a class of officers known as United States

Comrmss:oners Some .of their more important powers include authonty to
-"issue *warrants-for the arrest of persons charged with offenscs against the

United States, to examine such offenders, and to lmpnson or admit them to
bail; to enforce decisions of foreign' consuls and vice consuls relating to cort
troversics arising in United States ports between masters and crews of vessels
belonglng to their respective countries; to entertain complaints under cxtradi-
tion treaties and issue warrants for the apprehens:on of fugitives from forelgn
justice;jand to take stipulations in '1dnnralty suits.

Many cases mvolvmg Chinese immigration and the writ of habeas corpus
were heard by the Commissioners ratherthan the admiralty courts because
the person attempted to enter the United States over land borders, particular-
ly from Mexico, rather than-by sea. The Commxs?loncrs heard casé% all over
northern California and their records usually contain the name of the de-
fendant, attornevs for cach side, witnesses, dates of the proccedmgs and the
court’s decision. *

REcorps of THE U.S. SUPREME CoURT, 1790-1950".
In addition to the original records from the California and Nevada cgurts,
the Archives Branch has microfilm copies of cascs, dockets, and minutes of
the procecdmgs and cases heard before the United States Supreme Court;
1790-1950. Thus if onc is interested in tracing a case, such as the Qucue Ordi-
dance,-all the way to the United States Supreme Court, the records arc
available in our scarch room or through inter-institutional loan.’

REcoRDS oF Tue BUREAU oF CusTOMS

Next to the court cases, corrcspondcncc from the District Director of Cus-
toms (San Francisco) is'one of the most \aluablc sources of i mvcsngatmg the

Chinese in California. Through reading and studymg these letters it is possi- -

ble to learn of many aspects of Chmcse life.

The first collection district (Burecau of Customs) in Cahforma was estab-

lished in 1848 and San Francisco was made a port of entry for the new District

'of Upper California in 1839. Original records frofn Sqn Francisco held by

C e 9
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" the Archives Branch date from 1849 and include lctters\rec\eivcd, copies of

letters sent, and regords of the movement of vessels in and out of the port
and the employment of scamen thereon. : ‘

The Customs correspondence, '1851-191 1, is divided into two categories.
First, the microfilmed letters, most concerning the carly vears of the Customs
House, the second, letter books containing copies of letters wiritten by the
District Director himself, and other letters written by his subordinates. Slight-
ly more than half of the letter books are indexed as to the contents of the
baok. When the books are indexed, most notations of Chinese people are

listed\only as “Chinese” rather than by individual name in the index.. Thus,

a search for a specific person can be difficult.

It is p('issible to find specific information, such as names, dates, addresses,
and businesses of the Chinese in these records. For example, in a letter dated
October 19,1896, tg.U.S. Attorney H. S. Foote, the Collector states that he
wishes to institute ‘proceedings against some importers of illegal lottery
tickets. The Collector includes.the specific name of  the Chinese firm, thé

individual addresses of the.members of the firm, and data in regard to the-

importing vessel. The correspondence is also useful in obtaining information
about everyday lives, as witnessed in a. letter of August 28, 1908, from the

Collector to the Secretary of Commerce and Labor. concerning the case of -
Sing Kee. Sing Kee, owner. of a gasoline launch, was fined $250 for operat-

ing a launch without a whistle, bell; foghorn, or light. Sing Kee stated that
the launch had sunk while-tied up in mooring and an engincer had been hired

_to raise the_,l_aunch, clean and repair it. The engineer then took thc‘,:lauhch

out for a run : 1tPo_ut knowledge or consent of Sing Kge. The penél'ty was
suspended. \_. ' : »
Another aspect of this correspondence is its usefulness in cxamining the
.policies, procedures, and activities of the Burcau of Customs in regard to the
Chinese. There are numerous letters writteh by Custom officials to law en-
forcement agencies asking questions about the various exclusion. laws and the

procedures to be used as a result of these laws. There are also letters and

. <4 . . .
.-girculars to the Customs Bureau stating that procedures were to be used in

conjunction with the laws. For example, in a letter dated November 6, 1889,
the Collector wrote to Judge Lorenzo Sawyer stating that he had refused

the landing of a group of Chinese for lack of positive proof of identification -
of the-individuals. In the lcteer he details the testimony given bxﬂe’ach,indi-____} .

vidual as to'why each should land and he asks the ]lidgc if he was warranted
in refusing the landing. There is also an 18-page Ccircular, dated August, 1882
which provides a detailed account of the provisions of the May ¢, 1882, Ex-
clusion Agt and the procedures to be used by Customs officials in determining
if and when a Chinese immigrant was to be allowed to stay in the United

States. L : :
With regard to the Exclusion Act, and the conduct of the Customs officials,

it can be seen that the officials, fm" the most part, did try to uphold the basic

1t
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1‘ig,ht$ of the individual by adhering stri‘ctly to the letter of the law. In a
letter of March 21, 189s, the Collector requested a search warrant from the
. U.S. Arttorney to enter a Chinese dyelling to search for possible contraband
goods alleged to be hidden there. On May 17, 1890, the Deputy—Collector
wrote ‘to the Sheriff of Alameda County mstruetmg the sheriff that certain
Chinese bemg deported were*to remain in his custody and “be cared for
.propezly.” .
" The correspondcncc also shows that the Customs officials did try to extend
ithe normal courtesies to Chinese officials visiting the United States. A letter
lof April 23, 1888, from the Géllector to the Chinese Consul in San Francisco
states that two Chinese officials expected soon will be allowed to land without’
hindrangg, But the Customs officials didn’t take chances. The ‘Chinese Consul
inforryed the Customs officials on August 20, 1888, that the Chinese-Gonsuls
Lima were sailing to China but wished to land-in the United States
temporarllv The Collector; rrephed thcy could land in the United States 0nlv~
after'someone from the San Francisco Consulate had properly identified them
As mentioned before, it was the Cust ms officials who did determing who
could land in the United States. It was at this pomt that the Chinese Bemed
-initial entry, could and did go to the courts with'™ writ of habeas cOrpus
The Customs Bureau did have the right to refuse Iinding to any Chinese
whom they believed did not have the propcr identification and the;’ corre-

. spondcnce contains many letters .on this SUb]CCt

The letter books algo include correspondence from the public rel]uestmg
infofmation on regulatmns in regard to l.lndmg Chinese. Many of thesc peco-.

. ple had f;ncnds or relatikes who were trying to enter the United States. On

July 31,1896, O. C. Conlgy wrote to the Collector on bchalf of. hﬁs friend
Gee Dong who wishéd to bring his wife over from China. Mr. Phll%lp Drive
asked on behalf of his Chinese client if the client’s 15-ycar-old son could
come to the United States. The Dcput) -Collector rcphed on September 21,
1896, “if his father.js a merchant, or other than a laborer, tlic boy Cbn come

under certam conditions; if he, ori the other hand, is a laborer the bov cannot .

come.’ . :

‘Xnothcr t)pc of correspondence in the letter books permms to possxble
criminal activities. Opmm smuggling, prostitution, stowaways, forged papers
for entry, and other crimes. arc included. Many letters: of this type are in
the nature of the Collector asking the U.S. Attorneys to institute proceedings
against the crifminal. ‘ .

U.S. FEDERAL Po I’L"[’-\'l'l()\' CENSUSES -~ ' B
Another rich source for research is the U.S. Census records. The first
decennial census in California was in 1850 and thosc which followed in 1860,
1870, and 1880 have a wealth of data. Each censiis gives the country of birth
of indiviETMume-ratcd who were not native born, information on an

individual’s occupation, family relationship, literacy and physical disabilities.

- 11 .
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The Lcnsuscs of 1870 and 1880 show if a person’s parents were native or
forcxgn born 1nd the 1880 census goes further and shows the countries of
parent’s birth. In addition, cach of the four censuses included a color’ category.
In 1850/ and 1860, the enumerator was limited to codes for white, black and
mulatto. In 1870 and 1880, codes were added for Chinese and’ Indians. The
Archwcs Branch holds the 1850, 1870, 1880, and: 1goo_census on microfilm.
Ning tv nine percent of the 18go popuhtmn census, including all schedules
o for /Cahform.], was destroyed by a fire in the Department of Commerce
in 1g21. :
] VV h respect to the Chinese qnd the 1880 census, it would be faxr to say
that-.s ¢ census has potcntml for bcmg a good source on how the Chinese
lived, their occupations, family rcl.ltlonslnps and health conditions at the
time of the census. The quqhtv of the information does vary because of the
kmds of questions asked by cach cnumerator and the care he e\(erc15cd in
- daking.the census. S"lmplu e of .the cities and counties in California
L hclp to illustrate this point ' ' -
/| Butte County Chj chool District. The enumerator found a great
1ham Chinese here, listed them all as not being able to read or
ertc and there is no detail ag’the place of birth. In fact, one man listed as a
physxcnn is described as nog'being able to read or write. The enumeccator did
“not ask:if th¢y could read ox write Chinese. ~ :

/’ Chico Tow mhxp The enun krator has taken paing to detail something about
'thesc people. He gives us how m\m) months the Chinese were. unemployed
durmg the census year and has taken time to find out who could read and

* / write Enﬂlxsh il
/» Orowllc. There were a great many Chinese lnmg hcrc and they were en-
/ gagcd in all aspects of trade. This census is rich in detail about the occupa-
{ tfons, members ofia family living in a home, numbcr of boarders in a home,
/‘ months uncmploycd and nnntal status. Most of these Chinese are lxsted as

being born i in Canton.

i Placerville. Thls census Is also rich in detail about thc Chinese and even

. / ngcs the street where they liv cd

EYS

»

I Recorns or i U.S St&rE DEpARTMIENT
4‘/ .The records of the U.S. State. Dspart\;ncnt arc uscful for those intcrcstcc']
/ " ‘not only in the history; of the Chinese in’ America, but also for those inter-
‘ested in Americans in China. The -Archives Branch holds several microfilm
/- publications of the State Departinent records which are uscful in studying
these relationships. = .« -r ) ’
J Dirrosiaric Despatcnrs. 1843-1906
! The Register of Correspondence, 1870-1906, tells who wrote a letter to the
Department, the date the letter was received, the dcspntch number assigned to-
* the document, and suymmarizes thg.contents of the letter. In a letter rececived
January 23, 1878 the Ambassador wrote about “Social intercourse between
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Chinesc officials and Forcxgn Representatives. Practice of a formal inter-
: change of New Year’s courtesies scems firmly established but nothing further ..
.in the matter of social i intercourse has been effected.” The correspondence is
also useful in examining Chinesc relationships with other foreign countries.
On ]anuarv 2, 1878, Ambassador Seward wrote that -China and the British
Government had a question about harbor conservation;in China, The Chmese
Government had consulted four English lawyers whose opinion w as that
“China. had the right to take such nicasures for conscrvauon of her tivers
and harbogs as she may deem C\pcdxent withéut having recourse to forcign
. authorities located w 1thm her; tcrntor\ > And a letter reccived on _]anuary 10
.is concerned with the amelioration of the condition of Chinese “coolics” in
‘Cuba. “Treaty tecently concluded between Spain and China on subject en-
closed with comments. Foreign Office expresses gratitude for mediation of
Drp Corps. in negodation of the treaty and requests that U.S. Consuls in
Cuba be directed to cnopcratc with Chinese Consuls to secure cnmp]mncc
with the terms of the treaty.’ : '

DlPlO(I\J) Desparcurs, CiiNa 1843-1906

The Regmc’r of Correspondence may be used as an index to the numbered
despatches found in the Diplomatic Despatches from United States Ministers. -
to China, 1843-1906%: ‘The -Diplomatic Dcspatches consists mostly of des-
patches sent to the St‘ntc Dcp1rtmcnt from June 27, 1843 td August 14, 1906.

The desparches Lont iin information on such subjects as the opening of
treaty ports and thié cxtr.ltcrrltornl rights of American citizens, the Opium
Wars, the Taiping Rcbcilxon the Sino-Japanese and the Russo-Japanese Wars,
the Boxer Rebellion, the need for U.S. Navy ships in Chinse waters, piracy,
the prot,cctmn of mlssmnarlcs. the “coolie” trade. the Fxclusion Acts, discases
and plagues, shipping. qinl trade, education, communications, and many other
subjects. On May 20 882, Ambassador] Chester Holcomb wrote from
China'in regard to the Exclusion Act of \1.1\ 6, I have watched the Ministers
rather closely and have failed to discover any signs of unea smcss because of
the recent lchshtxvc action taken by Con(rrcsx on the ‘Chincese’ question’ of
which full details have been given in the newspaper press, nor any diminutive
in the feeling of exceeding “kindliness which they profess to.have for the
Government and people of the United States. The subject has however not
been discussed, either directly or indirectly, between the Foreign Office and
myself.” '

Tn addition to the numbered despatches and thcnr enclosuares, there are
some unnumbered commutiications which were 2 more informal means of -
communicating. They might report official matters requiring sccrecy, clari-
fication of a. dcsp1tch pcrs(m.nl news, bills for -official C\pcdlturcs and
announcements of arrival-or departure. There is also some- correspondence
from private citizens, CGovernment agencies, and White House officials and
memoranda from the State Deparrment. :

[EIRN
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DipLOMATIC INSTRUCTIONS, 1801-1906
In addition to the Diplomutic Despatches, which is a record of incoming
correspondence to the State Department, the Branch has a microfilm copy
of Diplomatic Instructions, 1801-1906. The Instructions are record copies of

correspondence sent by the State Department to its diplomatic and quasi-
~ diplomatic representatives assigned abroad. The Instructions include notice

of appointments, .convey information or inquiries, ¢xpress approval or dis-
approval of proposals or aetions, and transmit enclosures. Issentially how-
ever, the greatest number are instructions in the most definite and narrow

sense of the term. They tell the. American official what he is to do and say .

on a given issuc, incident, treaty, and so forth.

1,

Lists oF OFFICERS, 1789-193¢

‘Two other publicatiohs are useful in studving the State Department records.
The List of Diplomatic Officers, 1789-1939. gives the names and dates of
service of the U.S. Ambassadors to China, the Secretaries of Legations and
Embassies, 1915-1939, and the names of student interpreters in China, 1902-
1924. The List of U.S. Consular Officers, 1789-1939, gives the names and

‘dates of service of Consular Officers by name of the city.

SUMMARY

To summarize, the San Francisco Archives Branch has many kinds of rec-
ords uscful for Chinese history: rescarch — Court. Customs, Census, and State
Department. And these records can be used iri the study of Chinese in the
United States, Americans in China, United States-China relations, and -China’s
rclations with other countries. There'is a wealth of data in these records and
past researchers save only begun to “scratch the surface.” pyot

We are consmnfly. if sometimes slowly, accessioning new material. Therc
are still original records in the Center and the offices of other Federal agencics
to be examined and accessioned. A few of these might have occurred to you
—such as the records of the U.S. Public Health Service for Angel Island and
the records of the United S}ntcs Attorney's Office. The National Archives
in Washington is constantly sending us new microfilm publications and start-
ing sometime in the next few months we will be recciving video tape equip-
ment so that a researcher may use CBS news tapes in our search room.
Transcripts of the CBS news broadcasts will also be available on microfiche.
The rescarcher will then be able to examine such events as President Nixon’s

visit to China in 1972, as reported by the television news media.

The Archives Branches in all the Federal Archives and Records Centers
are constantly growing and accessioning valuable sm‘_rccs for historical re-
scarch. We are interested not only in prcscrving documents, but alsé in assist-
ing you with vour research. Come and see us. You might be surprised.

14
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Us.

RECORDS USEFUL TO CHINESE-AMERICAN
STUDIES IN THE SAN FRANCISCO ARCHIVES BRANCH -

DISTRICT COURT, .\'ORTHERNBSQICT OF CALIFORNIA, 1851-1950
Admira]t_v Cases
Criminal Cases

Common Law Cases

U.S. Commissioner Records :
Partial indexes of U.S. District Court cascs on dcposit in the Archives Branch are avail-
able at the Branch on microfilm. The indexes are in the Office of the Clerk of the Courr,
450 Goldert Gate Avenuc, San Francisco.

U.S.

U.S.

U.S.

U.S.

Reel”: Chinese Habeas Corpus Indexes, Volumes 1-5, 1882-1904. (Admiralry Court).
Index to Chinese Habeas Corpus cases in the Circuit Court.
Rccl 2 USDC General Index, Plaintiffs (Circuit Court cases) ca. 1896-1917
USDC General Index, Defendants (ercult Court Cascs) ca. 1896-2927
Reel 3 Index to Admiralty Cases, ca. nos. 1600-8660
Index to Opmmns, Land Cases (Circuit*Gourt) ca. 1854-1873
Index to Admiralty Cases with revised numbers (Involving scagomg vessels
as respondents).
Reel 4 USDC Criminal Index, 1904-1921
- General Index to U.S. Cases (undated)
USDC Admiralry Index, Cases 81271- 13204 (ca. 18g0-1904)
SUPREME COURT
M-215 Minutes of the Supreme Court, 179o-1950
M-216 Dockets of the Supreme Court, 1792-1950
M-408 Index to Appellate Case:Files of the Supreme Court 1792-1909
M-214 Appellate Case Files “of the Quprcme Court, 1792-1831 -

. DISTRICT DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMS — SAN FRANCISCO

Local and Outgoing Correspondence, 1851-1911

FEDERAL POPULATION CENSUS '
M-432—1850 Census  M-593—1870 Census ~ 1-9—1880 Census  T-623—1900 Census
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE '
Income Tax Assessment Lists, 1909-1917, San Francisco District \
M-756 Internal Revenue Assessment Lists for California, 1862-1866
DEPARTMENT OF STATE ‘
M-77 Diplomatic Instructions, 1801-1906 China.
Reel 38 April 14, 1843 - Apnil 23,71867
Reel 39 September 13. 1867 - December 27, 1878
Reel 40 January 1, 1879 - February 28, 1885 .
Reel 41 March 2, 1885 - June 2, 1893 : '
Reel 42 Junhe s, 1893 - June 13, 1809 - ’
Reel 43 June 24, 1899 - Qctober 15, 1904
November 1, 1904 - August 14, 1906
M-qz Diplomatic Despatches. Chma 1843-1906
M-17 Registers of Correspondence, 1870-1906-
M-s586 List of U.S. Diplomatic Officers, 1789~1906 [’
Reel 1 China
Reel 3 Secr#aries of L'mbassics and fcg‘mom 1915-1939
Recl 3 Student Interpreters in China, 1902-1924
M-8+ List of US. Consular Officers, 178¢-1939
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Reel 4 Canton Reel 9 Harbin , Reel 13 Ningpo

4

Reel 5 Changsha . Reel 9 Hong Kong “*  Reel 14, Pakhoi
Reel 5 Chefoo Reel ¢ Ichang Reel 14 Peking
Reel 5 Chinkiang - ‘Reel 10 Kalgan Reel'18 Shanghai
- Reel 5 Chungking Reel 10 Kiukiang . Reel 19 Sivatow
Reel 6 Dalny Reel 10 King-chow Reel 19" Tientsin
Reel’ 7 Foochow Reel 13 Mukden Reel 20 Tsinanfu
Reel 9 Hangchow™ ° Reel 13 Nanking : Reel 20 Tsingtau
Reel ¢ Hankow Reel 13 Newchwang . Reel 21 Yynnanfu

* CHRONOLOGY OF TREATIES AND MAJOR FEDERAL LAWS ‘\
" AFFECTING CHINESE IMMIGRATION TO THE U\HTED STATES "

By CHARLes CuAN
San Mateo. Californja, October, 1972

. Probibition of Coplie Trade—Act of February 19, 1862 (12 Stat. 340):

K

(Note: Still in the Federal statute as of October 1972) ,
First Federal law directed agmnst Chinese, jnp:mesc and other Asiatics. Levies fine and
imprisonment for those engaging in transportation, sale, or transfer of Asiatic “coolies”
as well as those contracts to supply such labors. Voluntary emigration of “coolies’
excepted. Also rcfuses certificate to vessels carrying lmmlgnns to US. for “Lewd and
immoral purposcs '

A deterreat to "American shxppcrs for engaging in the type of notorious Chmesc coohe

traffic” to West Indies and South Americas pncnced by the French Spamards and
Portuguese berween 1845 and 1874.

(1}

- Burlingame Treaty (July 28, 1868)

As a special epvoy abroadfor China, Anson Burlingame signed a treaty with U.S. Secre-
tary of State, William H. Sew ard, which reaffirmed American privileges in China,

" disclaimed any intention of intervention in China, and gave the Cﬁhesc the niost-

Tavored-nation privileges of travel, visit, and residence in the U.S. Through this treaty,

China gained theprinciple of reciprocity (in pnulcgcs, immunities 4nd exemptions),

and the U.S,, reinforcement of good will, trade and commegge with China. (Burlingame

had previously served as a U.S. Minister to China for six years).

The treaty was the first of its kind in which mmugmnoh to one another’s country was

specificd. The Preamble read: .
“The United States of America and the Eanperor of China cmdully recognize
the inherent and inalienable right of man to change his home and allcgnncc, and
also the mutual advantage of the free migration and emigration of their citizens-
and subjects respettively, from one country to the other, for the purpose of
curiosity, or trade or as permanent residents.”

However, the privilege of naturalization wgs not included. It st:ted “But nothing

herein contained shall be held to confer naturalization upon citizens of the United

States in China, nor upon the subjects of China in the United Stares.”

. Act of March 3, 185 (18 Stat. 477)— lmnngmnon of convicts and of women for prosti-

tution forbidden:

(Note: Still in the Federal statute as of Octobcr 1972)

It prohibits the impottation of women for the purposes of prostitution; fine and im-
prisonment are imposed on those who are convicted for such act. It also forbids the
entry of convicts, except for those charged with political offense, and women “imported

* for the purposes of prostitution.”

Although written in general terms, the act was executed with ‘tHe Chinese in mind.
Included in this Jaw are-requirement of certification on whe(her xmnugrams from China,
Japan and other Asiatic countries have contracted for * |mmoral purposes,” and the levy

16
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b. Actof July s, 1884 (22 Stat, 115), amended Act of May 6, 1882

[

0@ Nine and unprisonment 1or tnosc Woo nave rrnnsponea SUCI HNITUEGHNS 10T (G 0L

scnxcc wxrhnut their free voluntary consent. p X

On March 1, 1879, President Rutherford B. Haves vetoed the “Fifteen Passenger Bill”

prohibiting vessels from carrving niore than this number of Chinese passengers to the

U.S. at one time. The President fele that the bill contravened the Burlingame Treaty

of 1868. s

“Proclaiming Treaty Between the Umud States agnd China Concerning Imimnigration™—"

Signed November 17, 1880:

a. Yielding to prcssurcs, President FHayves dispatched a comnission to China to nego-
tiate miodification of the Burlingame Treaty of 1868,

b. Article I: *Whenever in the opinion af the Government of the United States the
coming of Chinese faborers to the United States, or their residence therein, atfects
or threatens the interesis of that country, or to endanger the good order of the said
country or of any locality within the territory thereof, the Government of China
agrees that the Government of the Unized States may regulate, limit, or suspend’
such coming or residence, bur may not absolurgly prokibicic ... " (Emphasis added).

_Fxclusion and Restrictive Acts frog 1882 to 1go4:

a. Act of May 6, 18827(22 Stat. 58) .
(1) The basic Chinese Exclusion act which imiplemented the Treaty of 1880
(z2) Fntitled: “An act to exccute certain treary stipulations relating to Chinese:”
(3) Provided for suspcnqinn of iminigration of Chinese laborers to the 'US., for a
. pcrmd of ten vears. Chmcsc. Iaborers” defined as “both sh“cd laborers and
Chinese cmplm ed in mining.’
). Permitted re-entry of certain Chinese laborers who left U:S tCmp()rnrll\
(5) A Chinese person, ‘other than a laborer, could be admitted upnn presentation
of Certificate from Ghinese government certifving his righe of adinission under
terms of the trearv with China (*Section Six Certificate™)
(Chinese teachers, suidents, imerchants, and travelers were so admirted. This -
Act of §-6-1882 did not apply to diplomatic and other officers of the Chinese
Government,) ‘
(6) Naturalization prohibited: “That her®after no state court or court of the United
States shall adinit Chinese to ritizchship; and all Iaws in conflict with this act
are hereby rcpmlul (See. 14
(7) Note: F .1rl\ in 1882, President Chester A, Arthur vetoed lnll suspending Chi-
nese immitgration for pwenty vears as he regarded it to be too long of a period
of suspension, Auordmx'l\, Congress shortened it to ten vears, .md thc Presi-
dent signed the Act of May 6, 1882,

.

N

(1) First of a series of acts to strengthen the basic Chinese Fxclusion Act of 5-6-1882;

(2) “Scction Six Certificate” could be issued by other countries of which a Chinese

person was then a subject. Could also be issued to those Chinese in transit throubh

US.. .

(3) US. had right to not aceept siuch certificate for entry, if not warranted. "

Proposed Treaty of lﬁ.ﬁ’&([’or\v‘.xrdcd to Chinese Government for ratification in May
1888) :

(1) “Entry ‘of Chinese laborers shall be .1l)solurd\ prohibited for twenty years. (Added
by Senate: this prohibition shall extend to the return of Chinese lnburcrs)

(2) Prohibition not applicable to any Chinesc laborer. havi ing wife, child, parent. or
property or debts due him to the amount of $1,000.00; .

(3) Certain Chinese smh]cct.s, not laborers, to have admission privilege;

(4) US. to guarantee Chinese residents all rights of the most favored nation exeept

A )
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naturalization, and to exert all power to secure protection to persons and property

.of all Chinese subjects in U.S,;

(s) -U.S. agree to- payment of $276,619.75 as full indemnity for all losses and m]unes
suffered by the Chinese in U S.

d. Act of Septernber 13, 1888 (15 Srat. 476)
(1) Law passed in anticipation that Treaty of 1888 be ratified by China;
* (2) Entitled: "Prohnbmng the (,ommg of Chinese Laborers into the United States™; 3
-(3) ACE e laborer was not permitted to return to the U.S. unless he had a lawful

wife, chijd, or parent in the US. or property therein valued at $1,000.00 or debrs
of like amotine due him and pending settlement; '

(4) A Chinese hborcr within these exemptions who needed to depart temporarily was
required to"secure a return certificate, valid for one year, from the collector of

- customs. In certain instance could be extended for additional year.

e. Act of October 1, 1998 (25 Stat 504) (Known as the SCOTT ACT):
(1) Law cnacted when American papers published London Press dispatch wh:ch stated
in effect thar China had refused to sign the Treaty, of 1888;
(2) Prohibited return of any Chinese laborers who had- departed froni the US,;
(3) Forbade the issuance of return certificates to Chinese laborers;
(4) All certificates of identity issued to Chinese laborers who left U.S. for temporary
visits abroad—under the Act of 188:—were declated null and void;
_ (5} (As a result, at least 10,000 Chinese laborers who had left with such certificates,

and about 600 who were already on their way back to the U.S. had’their permits_

for re-entry revoked);
f. "Act of May 5, 1892 (25 Stat. 25) (Known as the GEARY ACT):
(1) Entitled: “Prohibiting the Coming of Chinese Persons into the Unitcd States ind
Providing for Registration of Resident Laborers”; ,
(2) Extended all Chinese Exclusion laws for a period of ten years;
(3) Registration required for all Chinese laborers within one year and the issuance of
Certificate of Residence ta those who were legally admitted;
(3) Chinese in deportation pmcccdmgs had burden of estnblxshmg right to remain
in the U.S. N
g. Act of November 3, 1593 (28 Star. 7) ( ’HcCreary Amendment 1o Geary Act):
(1) Extended time of registration of Chinese laborers for six months;
(2) Defined “laborer™: “ . . . shall be sconstrued to mean both sklllcd and unskilled .
« _, manugl laborers, mcludmg Chinese cmplo) ed in mining, fishing, huckstering, ped-
dling, laundrymen, or those cngaged in mkmg, drying or otherwise preserving
shell or other fish for home concumpnon
(3) Defined “merchant”: “A merchant is a person engaged in buying and selling
T A mcrchqndxsc at a fixed place of business, which business is conducred in his name;
<Y+ and who during the time he clainis to be cngaged as a merchant, does not engage
I in the perfornance of any labor, except as is necessary in the conduct of his
business as such merchant.”
h Treaty of 1894: : )
", (1) Exclusion of Chinese laborers for ten years, except those registered laborers who
ad in the U.S, lawful wife. chlld or parent or property. or debts due him to
the amount of $1,000.00; ) ,
(2) All Chinese laborers required to register; '
(3) (Sanctioned Acts of May s, 1882 and November 3, 1883),
(4) China gained slight degree of reciprocity in registration of American laborers in
o= China.
TS24 Joint Resolution of July 7, 1898 (30 Stat. 750):

. gl
v . - NP
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(1) Entitled: “Prohibiting the Immigration of Chinese into Hawaii or Their Entry
into the United States from Hawaii™:

(2) Prohibited further i immigration of Chmcsc inta Flawaiian Islands exc cpt for thosc
who are declared admissible to the U.S. ‘ o

Act of April 30, 1900 (21 Stat. 141): : :

(1) Entitled: “Fixing Status of Chinese Within Hawiii and:iProviding for Thclr
chlstr:mon

(2) Chinese in Hawaii also required to register and obtain Ccmﬁmtc of Rcsldcncc in

same nuanner as specificd under Chinese, Exclusion Act of May 5, 1892.
Act/o;

April 29, 1902 (32 Stat. 176) :
(1) Extended all Chincse exclusion laws indefinitely;
(2) chistrntion and obnining Certificate of Residence also required of Chinese per-
~ sons in insular possession of the US.
]:mwrry wn.;—Clnncse Minister at \Vnslnngton dénounced the Treaty of 1894.

Act of April 27, 1904 (33 Stat: 428)

(1) When China nbrognrcd the Treaty of 1894, US. Congrcss extended all Chinese

exclusion laws without any further limitation in time. Thus the exclusion of Chi-
nese laborers becanie a permancnt one (until its repeal 39 years later on December
17,1943);

(2) Made such laws 1pplicnblc to the island territory of U.S

(3) Prohibited immigration of Chinese laborers from such mlnnd territory to main-
land US. ‘

7. Laws affecting U.S. Citizens of Chinese Ance:trv

a. Act of 1921 (57 Stat, 601):

(1) Alien wiyes of American citizens, irrespective of race, no lnn"cr acquired U.S.
. cmzcnshlp by fact of marriage:
(2) Prior to this enactment, many alien Chinese women entered U.S. as Amcrican
(1) Provision for national origins nnmigration quota systemc$pecifically for European
citizens (1,943 from 1917 to 1924). / .
Inmigration Act of May 26, 1924 (43 Stat. 153):
countries. (Chinesc l1l)orcr§ were barred from admission under the Chinese Ex-
ciusion Acts, Japanese laborers under the Gentlemen's Agreement of 1907, Korean
ana Japanese laborers under the PrCSIdcnt s proclafnation of March 14, 1907, other
Asiat:cs under the “barred zonc” provision of the fmmlgranon Act of Fcbmarv
5, 1917)..
2y Alien: melxgxble to citizenskip not admx«nblc to thc US, (Prmnnlv against the
Japanese aliens.)
(a) I+ Chang Chan et al v. John D. Nagle (268 US. ,46)’ the U.S. Supreme Court
cn May 25, 1925, declared that section 13 (¢) of the Inmumnigration Law .of May
14, 1924, excludes Chinese alien wives of - American citizens. (Chinese were
~arred from naturalization under the first Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.)
(b* It thus revoked the right of U.S. citizens fo Chinese ancestry to bring their
foreign-born Chinese wives and cbildren into the U.S.; number of wives so
admitred averaged 150 per year from 1906 to 19243
(c) On the same date, the U.S. Supreme Court decided that alien Chinese wives
and minor children of domiciled alien Chinese merchants may enter U.S. for
permanent residence as non-quota immigrants (Chan Sum Shce et al v. Nngle

69 L cd 640). : R

c. Act of June 13 1930 (46 Stat. 581):

(1) Provided for ndmlssmn to Chinese wives who were married to U.S, unzcns of
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Chinese ancestry prior to May 26, 1924, the date of the enactiment of the Immigra-
tion Aect of 1924:

Number so admitted was about 6o per vear from 1921 to 1941, (None admitted
hetween 1925 and 1930 due to Inmigration Act of 1924.)

d. Lossof US. Citizenshiphy marriage to alicn inclidgible to citizeuship:

(1) American born woman loses her ULS, citizenship upon marriage to person neligible
for citizenship (Chinese, Japanese, and other Asiaties). (2 Amer. Jur. s6o. Aliens,
- See. 185) ‘
(2) This was latér rectihied by b for non- Asiatic wornen who could regain her U.S
citizenship (Chinese, J1pmuc..mdnrlur Asiaties). £ Amer, Jur, 560, Aliens See. r85).|
Ceo Child born abroad of a fatier selo is a ULS. citizem:

. (1) Under certain circumstances, a child born abiroad of a father who is a U.S. ¢itizen,
inheries his father's LHIIL‘H\'HP (10 Stat. 6og-1855, .md cothers). Such a child I
admissible to the US, as a citizen;

.2 Numerous Chinese aliens were admirted under this provision surreptitiously.

’ Following the San Frocisco carthquake and fire when official records were de-
stroved, quite a few Chinese chimed themselves to have been born in San Ir1ll-'
cisco, Such a (,Iun_L'sc would return to his wife in China, father a son who Was

. subsequently adinitted to the U.S. as a defivative citizen. Later, among some, a

. svstenn was developed whereby the father claimed extra “sons.” thus creating a
slot which was available for sale to those who w ,mr(d a voungster .ldnuttcd to
the U.S, Such sons were known as “paper sons.’

(1) Berween July 101020 and June o, 1910, 71040 Chinese x»crsnnc were .uimlrrcd as

+ US. citizens. ¢'Fhe number 6f Chinese aliens admitred the same pcrlg‘)d was onlv
_ 66039, which included re-entries). .

: (40 As the result of Consul General Drumright’s “Report on the Problems of Fraud
. in Hong Kong (930 regarding “paper sons™ and of the concerted efforts of the
Ameriean Consulate in Hong Kong and the Tomigrarion and Naturalization Serv-
ice in the U a substantial nomber o such Chinese grave “confession” of their
truce identitv. From ; ].»pfn\lpl.\tul; 1950 @ 1969, the San Francisco District Office
of the hnmigration aind Naturalization Service had obrained 8.000 such confessions,
q amsiderable number of them were later per-
at of pernianent residents and evencually apply

.

with an average of Sgo per vear.
. . o omitted te adjust thetegstatus to ¢
Pe for mrur-lli'mrinn
8. Repeal n( the Clinese Exclusion Acts - December 13, 1943
: President Fradklin DD, Rovsevele signed the “Act to Repeal the Chinese Exclusion Acts.
to Fstablish Quotas, and for Other Purpmc#‘ on December 13, 1043 (57 Stat. 600-1):
-a. Repealed past acts relating to exclusion and deportation of Chinese aliens,
b. Permits Chinese aliens in the U.ST to applsy for naturalization:
¢.” Provides for admission of 105 Chinese per yaar, with preference of up to 756 of
the quota given to those born and residing in Chinas
d. Restrictions: :
(1) Generally, an alien’s quota is Lh"ll'L’(."ll)l(‘ to his country of birth. However, a
#. Chinese person muse he ch.n'uu.l to the Chinese quora of 105, 1rrcsput1\c of his
country of birtl:
(2) Imnugr.mun regulations defined “Chinese person™ as thosc who arc “as much
as one-half Chinese blood . . . . " eg. a person whd is half EFnglish and half
‘Chinese. born in Fngland. is Chinese. and thus is charged to the Chinese quota
of 105 and not to.that of England;
(30 Chinese wives and children of Anrerican citizens, unlike others, were chargeable
to the Chincese quota of 105, (Furopean wives and children of Aunerican_citizens.

were admitted on non-quota basis). .
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9. Laws.affecting members of the US. armed fovees, including Clinese:
a. Public Law 162 of June 24, 1935 (49 St (Part 1) 397):

B (1) Several hundred alien veterans of Asiatic ancestry, including C hlllL\L‘ wlio served
in the U.S. armed forees during World War 1, were granted dic righe to apply
for U.S. cinzgnship (hm'ngh ntauralization,

b. War Brides Act of December 28, 1945 (59 Stat. 650) (Public Law 271):

(1) Facilitated the admission of foreign-bom spouses 1 |n.lrncd to menbers of the US
aringd forees during World War 11

(2) Public Laww 205 of July 22, 1947 amended the War Brides Act by extending: the
same benetits to alien spouses inehigible o citizenship if they were nnrriced to U.S
citizens before or within tiirty days after the passage nl thes act;

(3) Daring its threesyear operation, s war brides, 327 war grooms, and 4,537
children were admmirted. A\pprminnrcl\ 6000 of them were Chinese women,

c. @ L Financees Act of June 29, 1946 (60 Stat. 339):

3 Facilitated the admission of foreign-born fiancees engaged to mebers of the
U.S. anmed forces. More than Bovoe alien flancees and Bances were admitted be-
= rween 1947 and 1949, Only 91 of than were Chinese,

d. Act of August 19, tyso (64 Stat, 464: 64 Stat. 6):

[ (1) Made spouscs and minor children of members of the U

of the alien's race, cligible for HON-quota immigrant status if warriage ocenrred
prior to March 19, 1952, Benefitted mainly aliens of Japanese and Korean ancestry.

armed forees, regardless

1. Aet of cugust 9, 1946 (60 Stat. 975):
To correet the inequity of the 1943 RL});‘.I‘ of the Chinese Fxclusion Acts, Chinese
alien wives and children of American citizens were placed on non- &lu()l’.l lmsxs, and
thus n®t chargeable to the Ghinese quota of 105 per vear. ’

11, The Lomigration and Nationality Act of 1y52 (66 Stat. 163):
(Known as the Walter-MceCarran Act)

a. Made all races eligible for maturalizarion. (earlicr, the Chinese were given this prnl-
lege in 1943, and the aliens of India and the Phittppine lshmls mn 1946).

b. Eliminated race as a bar to innnigration.  ~ .
Most Asiatic covntries were given the maximum quota of 100 per year;
However, the quotas for Asiaties were extremely limiited. due to the prmcq)lc of the

national origing quota and the new Asia-Facitic Triange quota provisions,

An alien of at 1&ist fifty per cent Asian ancestry was leru :able to his country of an-
custry, or the Asia- l’.m/xc Triangle in general, rcunrdlcsi of where he w as born or lived,
Status of Chincse aliens remained unchanged.

12. Laws affecting Displaced Persons, Refugees, I‘Jcnpcv:,
for wwhich were included as beneficiary: .

Between 148 and 195y, several emergeney and temiporary laws were enacted to:
1) pennit a certain nuinber and rvpes of displaced persons, refugees, orphans, and
relatives to be admitted to the US.: 1) grant non-quota status to certain aliens who
have been waiting for a quora numubier for many vears; and 50 allow for adjusunent
of status to that of perinaent resident for students, visitors, sl\lllcd aliens, who were
not able to return to their own country for fear of persceution.

a. Displaced Personis cct of 1948 (agpof June 5, 1948; 62 Stat. 1009). (amended and

cxtended to June 3o, 1954): )

) (1) The Chinese Conmumist occupation of mainland China, before the end of 1949
had made a nminber of -Chinese temporarily in the U.S. cligible for adjustment of
status to that of permanent resident on the basis that they were unable to retumn
to theie country of birth, residenceor national origin because of fear of perse-
cution on account of race, religion, or political opinion;

L}

(2) A total of 3465 “displaced” Chinese students, visitors, seanien, and othershad
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their temporary satus in the US, adjusted to tlmf*bfapcmmmnt restdent.
b. Refugee Act of 1953 (August 7, 1953; Stat. 400; expired December 31, 1956)

(1) Allotted a total of 2,000 visas to Chinese whose passport had been endorsed by
the Chinese Nationalist Government or its authorized representatives;

(2) Chinese persons included in the category of 3,000 visas issued to refugees from the
Far East (Asia); . ,

(3) Adjustment of status to that of permanent resident for those alien temporarily in
thes® S. who is unable to return to the country of his birth, nationality, or last
residence because of fear of persecution on account of race, religion or political
opinion. A muajority of those who had thcirftus adjusted were .Chinese born

in China. . :
c. Refugee Escapee Act of Scpnv:%ﬁ, 1957 (71 Stat. 639, Public Law 85-316):

(1) Adjustment of status for skilled aliens in the U.S. who arg beneficiarics of an,
np}')rovcd first preference petition filed before Seprember 11, 1957.and who were
admitted to the U'S, temporarily July 1, 1957. If his spouse and children were also
mn the U.S. on July 1, 1957, they were able to have their status adjusted likewise.
Approximately 815 Chinese skilled aliens and their spouse and children had their
status adjusted;

(2)- Non-quota status granted to immigrants abroad for whon first, second, and third
preference quota status had been approved prior to July 1, 1957. (1st pref.: skilled
alicns; 2nd pref.: alien parents of US. citizens; 3rd pref.: spouses and children
of aliens lawfuly admitted for&)crmancnt residence).

(3) Buspension of deportation for onc who had obtained visas or documentation by
fraud or misrepresentation, or if he is the spouse, parent, or child of a U.S. citizen
or permanent residennglien. It benefiited those Chinese who had confessed to the
immigration authorities of being a “paper son” under the “slot system.”

d. Act of September 22, 1959 (Public Law 86-363):

(1) Non-quota status granted to second, third, fourth preference aligns who were on
quota waiting list prior to December 31, 1953 and whose pé‘t ions had been
approved prior to January 1, 1959. (The 115 persons from China who were thus
admitted had already waited at least six years for a visa).

13.» Homg Kong refugees paroled into U.S. May, 1962, to the end of 4965:

a. .-\;«i a humanitarian gesture, President John F Kennedy signed the Presidential Direc-
tive on May 23, 1962 permitting some Hong Kong refugees to enter the U.S. immedi-
ately as parolces. This provision terminated at the end of 1965;

b. As of June 30, 1967 15,111 were so admitted. Most of them had been on the waiting
list for quotauisas for a number of years. N o

c. Under PL fo-236, they were permitted teadjust their status to that of permanent
residents aficr a two-yvear residence. By the end of 1966 fiscal vear, 9,126 of them
were accorded this status. '::.f

13. The Act of October 3, 1965 (59 St':'x‘g o11):

a. Major purpose of this enactnent was to abolish the national origins immigration quota
systemn on and after July 1, 1968; .

b. The Asia-Pacific driangle provisions were repealed immediately;

¢. During the interim period, Julv 1, 1965, to June 30, 1948, unused portion of any
country's quota was placed in a pool from which visas were issued to qualified Wliens
from countries in which quota was oversubscribed. L

(1) An cstink'_lte.of 6.000 Chinesc were admitted under this provision bem‘/'céﬁ]anuary. )

1966, and QOctober, 1966.
d. Asof Julv 1, 1968, cach independent country outside of the Western Hemisphere is
granted a quota of up to 20,000 per vear;. " ]
(1) A Chinesc is no longer restricted to the Chinese quota of 105 per year, irrespective
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" of place of birth. He is now charged ta such country's quota of 20000 per year
if he were bnrn in that country.

e. The quota of a colopy or dependent arca outside of the Western Hemisphere is
chargeable to the quota of its mother country, not to exceed 19 of the latrer’s quota
number; B :

(1) A person born in the colony of Hong Kong has his quota chargeable Yo that of’
Great Britain.
f. Abolition of national origins system and Asia-Pacific Triangle provisions brought

change in number of immigrants admitted from Asian countries: -
(1) Years ended June 30, 1971, and 1965: . \
Country of birth: . Number Percent
- 19%1 1965 Change:
China (includes Taiwan) ' 14,417 $:057 + 2554
Hong Kong . 3,208 712 + 3501
India RES I . 582 + 23488
Japan 4457 * 3180 "+ 402
Korea . 14,297 2,165 + 560y
Philippines - 28,471 3130 </’\r+ Bog.6

(From: 1971 Annual Report, Immigration and Naturalization Service)
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ARCHIVES BR! \N(HI S AND AREAS SERVED

For c.:ch of the following, address inquuries ta:
s Chief, Archives Branch, Federal f\rclm es and Records Center:

BostaN: 380 Trapelo Road, Waltham, MA 02154, Telephoue 617-223-2657.

NiEw YOrK: Building 22-MOT Bavonne, Bayonne, NY o702, Telephone 201-858-7164.

PritabELPIA: 5000 Wissabickon Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144, Telephone 215-438-5200. -

*ATLANTAT 1557 St Joseph Avenue, East Doint, GA 30344, Telephone 4o4-526-7477.

Criteaco: 7355 Soath Pulaski Road, Chicago, 1L 6062g. Telephone 312-353-8541.

KaNsas'Crry: 2306 Fast Bannster Road, Kausas City, MO 64131, Telephone 810-926-7271.

Forr Worrt ggoo Hemphill Steeer (building address), (Post Otlice Box 6216 (mathng address)
Fort Worth, TX 76115, Telephone 817-334-5515.

Dinver: Building 48, Denver Federal Center, Denver, CO So225. Telephone 303-234-3187.

San Fraxcatsco: tooo Comumodore Drive, San Brunot CA 94066, Telephone 415-876-goor.

Los ANGrris: 24000 Avila Road, Laguna Nignel, CA go377. Telephone 714-831-4220.

Searrek: G125 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA ¢8115. Telephone 206-442-4502.

SAN FRANCISCO LIBRARY AND THE =
CHINESE HIS'IORI(,AL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

T By
Grapnys C. HANSEN

The San I‘l.lnClst() Public lerarv occupies the block bounded by Larkin,
Fulton, McAllister and Hyde Streets. The bunldlng is a three-story granite
structure in the Tralian chalssancc style, an imposing monument to learning
but inefficient and not casnlv adapmblc to modern tcchmqucs of llbrarmnshlp
The Main Library bunldmg 1S supplcmcntcd by 26 branches located through-
out the cnt) a business libr: ary downtown, and a book-mobile and mcdlamobllc

San Francisco’s first pubhc library wasa re1dmg room opened in 1878. The
founding Board of Trustees boasted ¢ among its 11 members Andrew S. Hallidie,
dcvclopcr of the cable car, and economist Henry George. With an appropria-
tion of $24,000 from the Board of Supcrvnsors the trustees bought 6,000
books, mstallcd them in a rented hall, and invited the public to come and
read, but not to borrow, them. When books were first circulated in 1881,
about 10,500 pcrsons hcld library cards. The number of patrons has trlplcd
and the book collection had grown to 140,q00 voluines by 1906, when carth-
quake and fire totally destroyed the'wing of Ciy Hall which had housed the
library since 1888, About 25,000 volumes were returned after the disaster
from homcs and branches, and the library continued operations in tempdrary
qnartcrs- i ’

The prcscnt bunding was an’elegant addition to the Civic Center when it

" was dedicated Febrnery 15, 1917. It was designed by architect George W.

Ketham, who sclected the Italian Renaissance style as “scéining best to repre-
'sent the scholarly atmosphere which a library 'should attempt to convey.”
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Of the $1,152,000 expended for construction and equipment, $375,000 was
contributed by Andrew C"lrnz.glc wlo contributed a like amount for the

_construction of branch librarics.

The building exterior is granite; across its facade are carved the words,
“May this structure, throned on nnpcnshnblg books, be maintained and cher-
ished from gcncmtmn to generation for the improvement and dchght of
mankind.”

The San Francisco Archives and Hlstmy Room is located on the third
floor. Here you will find a collection of ‘Chinese materials, which I am ex-
tremely proud of, and, one which I have thormghly cnjoyed assembling.

In 1963, we at the Public Library began a program to further develop the
libraries’ existing collection of books and ephemeral materials rchting to the
study of the Chinese in California. All of this was in anticipation of new
interest to rescarch Chinese hlstor) atnong scholars and studcnts mainly due
to the formation of the Chinese Historical Society.

At that time, considerable book references were available in the library's .
file, actually more than enough, te adequately handle our every day requests,
for information on California’s Chinese. However, we wanted to include in
a fortflcommg bibliography, some new information, and began sc.nrclung out
additional materials. -

The 126 titles listed below was presented to the public in an nttracti\c red
cover with Chinese lettcrmg We cxrcul.xtcd hundreds of these and even today
[ occasionally see one still in use. s ‘ ’

Allcv B.F. ,compiler. A History of Tuolmmu County, , California. San Francisco:
B. F. A“C\ 1bb:.( *979.4 Ag31:2) :

Anthon_v Charles Volnev. Fifty Years of Methodism. A History of the Method-
ist Episcopal Church acithin the bounds of the California annual conference from
1847 to 1897. San Franciscq: Publlshv.d by thc Methodist Book Concern, t901
(*979.4 An86f) :

Bamford, Mar\ E. Angel Island. The Ellis Island of the West. .Chicago: Thc
Woman’s American Baptist Flome Mission Society, 1917. (*325.252 B21ga)

Bamford, Mary E. Ti: Story of San Francisco's Chinaton. Chicago: David C.

_ Cook, 1899. (*810.11 B21gt)

Bancroft, Hubert Howe. Retrospection Political and Personal. New York: Ban-
croft Company, 1912. (*979.4 B221r)

Bates, AMrs. D. B. Incidents on Land and Water. Boston: Jamies French & Com-
panv, 1857. (917.94 B318i)

Bode, William Walter. Lights and Shadows of Chinatown. San Francisco: H. S.
Crocker, 1896. (*917.9461 B631L)

Boggs, Mae Helene Bacon. My Playhouse wwas a Concord Stage. Oakland ‘Cali-
fornia: Howell-North, 1942. (*f979.4 B633m)

Bowles, Samuel. Our Neww HWest. Records of travel bct\\ een the Mississippi River
and the Pacific Occan. Over the plains — over'the mountains . . . to and up and down
the Pacific Coast. With details . . . of the life of Monnpns, Indmns and Chinesc.
Hartford, Connecticut: Hartford Publishing Company, 1869. (*917.9 B6810)

Brace, Charles Loring. The New West: or, California in 1867-1868. New York
G.P Putnams Son, 1869 (*917.94 B722)
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Buchanan, Radph Farte, (gang Het Far Choy, or Happy Neae Year ay Celebrated
Now and Aforctime in .\]u&{mmiu o's Chinaroten. San Francisco: C1.S. Radio
Inc., California, March 3o, 1956, (3942 BSq1)

California. Stare Board of Control. € alrfnrnm and the Oriental: Japanese, Chinese
and Hindus. Reporr of State Board of Control of California to Gov. Wm, D.
Suphuns June 1o, o Sacratiento: Stare Printing Office, 1920, (°325.251 Crz1)

Californna. State Board of Conrtrol. California and the Oricntal: Japanese, Chinese
and Hindus. Report of Stare Board of Control of Cilifornia to Gov. Wm. D.
Stephens. June 19, 19:0. Rev. to January 1, 1922, Sacramento; California State
Printing Oftice, rg::. (*325.0510 Crzriz)

(Cary, T hnnns G.) The Vigilance Committee of 1851, — The Chinese in Cali-
fornia.— Clipper Ships and the China ‘Trade. nd. (*979.4 C259v)

Caughey. John Waltoit. Gold is the Cornerstone. Berkeley, California: University
of California Press, 1948. (9*()4 Caig

Chan, Mrs. Ida H. Visiting in Chinatown. \Women's Home Missionary Society,
Methodist Fpiscopal Church, 150 Fitth Avenue, New York City, (*o17. 0461 G3s58c)

Chinztown Declared a Nuisance! Reports by Anei-Chinese council, WERC. San
Francisco: The Commitree, 1850, (*979.461 (,441)

Chinese and Japanese in cAmerica. American Academy of Political 1nd Social
Science. Plnluhlphn 190y, (*325.251 Amgs)

‘Chinese Innmigration. The Social, Moral and Political Effcer of Chinese hin-
migration. Testimony taken before a committee of the Senate of the Stare of Cali-
fornia, appointed \pnl 3, xh 6. Sacramenro: State Printing Office, 1876. (*979.4

" Cray1)

Chinese brmmiigration. s Smn/ Moral and Political Effect. chort to 'the Cali-
fornip Stare Senate of ity .\punl Connuittee on Chinese Immigration. Sacramento:
1878, (*979.4 Ctz71¢)

Chxu Ping. Chinese Labor in (a/lfamm 1850-1880. an Economic Study. Madi-
son: State Historical Socicty of Wisconsin for the I)Lpt of History, Umvnrsxq of
Wisconsin, 1963. (*325.251 Cyq0¢)

Cleland. Robert Glass. California in Our Time. 1900-1940. New York: Knopf,
1947. (*979.4 Cs8yca)

Cleland, Robert Glass. From Wilderness to Empire. New York: Knopf, 1944.
(*979.4 Cs8of)

Coleman, Elizabeth. Chinarown U.S.A. New York: John Day, 1946. (* 325.73
Cric)

Condition of the Chinese Quarter. (incl. map) San Francisco \1umcxpll chort
1884-1885. (*325.73 Sl,zc)

Cone, Mary. Tavo Years in California. Chic: ago: S. C. Gngqs and Companv. 1$76

(°917.94 C756) &\R -
Cross, Ira B. Frank™Roney Irish Rebel and California Labor Lcadcr Bcrl\t_lcv
California: University of California Prc.ss 1031. (*B R6687) \
Conwell, Russell Fi. W hy and How. W hy the Chinese Emigrate, and the Mean.\'
They Adopt for the Purpose of Rmrhmg America. Boston: Lee & thpard 1877

£*979-4 C76)
Coolidge, Mary R. Chinese Inmigration. New York: Holt. 1909. (®325.251 C77)

Cowan. Robert Frnest. Bibliography of the Chinese Question in the U'mted

~ States. San Francisco: A, M. Robertson, 1909. (*16.3252 C83)
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1881. (®917.94 D16) )
Dana Julian. The Sacramento River of Gold. New York: Farrar & Rhii{chart,
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Howell, 1929. (*979.4 1D299s) .

Davis, William Heath. Sixty Years in California. A history of events and life in
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Company, ca. 1915. (*979.4 ELz4)
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Fisher, Walter M. The Culifornians. 1ondon: MacMillan & Company, 1876.
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Fong Wap Company. Herb Lore. San Francisco: Fong Wan Company, 1950.
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Genthe<Arnold, 4s I Rementber. New York: Reynal & Hitcheock, 1936. (*B
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Pub. Co., 1961, (*917.94 L2gsic)

Lavres, Prof. Auguseus. Both Sides of the Chinese Question, or Critical Analysis
of the Evidence for and Against Chinese Innmigration. San Francisco: A, F Wood-
bridge, 1877. (*325.251 Caq1p) '

Lec, Rose Hum. Chinese in United Stares. TLondon: Oxford Univ. Press, 1964.
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Press, 1932. (*979.4 Psg1¢) ‘
Phillips, Catherine Coffin, l'ruqulv the Golden Gate. San Francisco: Sutton-
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v

Piate, Mrs. | F. The Chinese in A(m. fea \Wonman's Home Missionary SNgtv,
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The Pro-Chinese Minority nf California. To the American Prdd
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Chinmown Garment Factory Zoning Violations, 1gs8. (* 152 S’];vng)

"

- 19

- - 696



Sandieyer, Ehner Clarence. The Anti-Chinese Movement in California. Urbana:
Univ. of 1}l Press, 1919, (*125.251 Sagoa)

Shepherd, (:“lrl(‘\ R. The Ways of .Ah Sin. New York: Revelll 192y, (®325.251
Shysw)

Shinn, Charles Howard. Mimng Camps. New York: Alfred AL Knopt, 194 o
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Shuck, Oscar 1. Historical Abstract of San Francisco. San Francisco: 1897,
(*979.461 Shoih)

Speer, Rev. William An Humble Plea, Addressed to the Legislature of California
in Behalf of the Innmigrants from the Empire of China to This State. San Francisco:
Sterett Company, 1856, (*3:5.794 Spizh) .

_ Specr, William. Chirea and California; ‘Their Relations, Past and Present. A leg-
ture, n conclusion of aseries in relation to the Chinese people, delivered in the
Stockton Street Presbyrertan Chureh, San Francisco, June :8, 1853, San Francisco
(J. O'MgaraSprinter) 184y, (*325.251 S}uzc) ..

Stoddard, Charles Warren. o Bit of Old Ching. San Francisco: A. M. Robertson,
1012; (*H17.0461 St61) . .

Tavlor, Willam. California Life Dlustrated. New York: Carlton & Porter, 1868,
(*979.401 T219) g '

Tinkham, George H. California Men and Events. Stockeon, California: Record

“Publishing Company, 1915, (*979.3 Tgo50)

Tuthill, Franklin. The History of California. San Francisco: H. H. Bancroft &
Co., 1866, (*y=9.4 T881) . ‘

U. S. Circuit Court (oth circuit). The Invalidity of the “Quenc Ordinance” of
the City and County of San Francisco. Opimon of the Circuit Court of the United
States, for the District of California, in To Ah Kow vs. Matthew Numan, Delivered
July 7th, 1870. San Francisco: J. 1. Rice, 1879 (*325-251 Ungsi)

U. S. Congress. Joint special commiitte to investigate Chinese immigration. . . .
Report of the Joint Special Conrmittee to luvestigate Chinese mmigration. Feb. 27,

v 1877, (*325.251 Uny) )

. Western Dircctory Company,_ Chinese Business Directory for California. San

\ Francisco: 18go-18p1. (*p17.94 Cr1tv.g)

\ Whitney, James A. The Chinese and the Chinese Question. New York: Thomp-

R son and Morcau, 1880. (*325.251 Cyqrp) ‘

\\ Williams, Albert. 4 Pionecr Pastorate and T'imes Embodying. Contemporary
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S Williams, S. Wells. Chincse Inmmrigretion. New York: Scribner, 1879, (*325.251

1p) . -
Q?Vi}:son Carol Green. Chinatown Quest: ‘The Life Adventures of Donaldina '
Ca'm\:r()ﬁ. Stanford Universitv Press. 1932, *917.9461 Wéozc)

Woltor, Robert. A Short and Truthful History of the Taking of California and
Oregon by the Chinesc in the Year A.D. 1899 ... by Robert Woltor, a surveyor. ..
San Francisco: A. L. Bancroft and Companv, 1882, (*325.261 WH3Hs)

Young China Morning Papcr. soth Anniversary 1910-1960. (*71.94 Y8¢)

In‘1970, The Chinese in California. A Bricf Bibliographic History, was pub-
lished. Both W"illiam F Heintz and 1 were delighted to have the opportunity
to put this volume together. Significantly, it originated with the Public
Library, a logical source for information and research on the city’s China-
town. For over a century the Chinese in the United States looked to San
Francisco's Chinatown for aid and direction in affairs ranging from political * .
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to personal, Here the records were Kept, here the important. decisions formu-
lated. Although the 1906 carthquake and fire destroyed muieh archival nuate-

rial on the Chinese and Chinatown a great deal sull evists in personal or family

collections. .

No real attempt was made to gather or collect farily holdings of Chi-
nese histary until the Chinese Historical Society was organized. ‘Throngh
strengthening chis organization and dispelling the heavy residue of fear and
distrust stil] held by many: Chinese of American institutions, this aspect of
Galifornia’s history nuy vet be saved from the destruction which-is incvit-
able with the pnss:}gc of time, .

Our annotated bibliography was not an attempt to he the definitive biblhi-
ography for it contains only 423 titles. Such a project will require a good
deal more work and years of effort, now that it s apparent how much material
is available. Ob\'i()usl}'_ this list of hooks can be expanded many times over,
and will have to be in scarching out the history of the Chinesce in this state.
The Chinese in- California have contributed as much as, if not more than
any other single race in the State’s carly economic development and played
a strong vital role in the fornmative stages of uany of California’s major in-
dustrics, ngicnlly. however, this story has never been told in other than

fragmented form and the Chinese-Awmericans now in California have suffered

from this slight’on their history. - .

One of our most popular exhibits, and certainly the most colorful one, is
the exhibit we install to bring attention’to the celebration of the Chinese New
Year. Along with our printed marerials we displa¥ some of the very beautiful
vases and clothing belonging to the Chinese Historical Society which we
have stored in the Archives for just such oceasions.

The accumulation of historical matter progresses with ever increasing
rapidity. once donors are aware that their gift is adequately cataloged and
available for use. Therefore, T believe the Public l.il)rnry provided the most
help to the Chinese Historical Society in 1971 when we removed all boxed
paper materials from their headquarters so that we could sort and classify
it. The actual work way pcrﬁ,)rmcd‘b‘\' members of the society who worked
under our direction. This task took manv months, but eventnally two vertical
files were filled. ‘ . _

By transferring the material to the library, the Society did three important
things: 1) They made availthc to the public a collection which would not
otherwisc be ready for public us¢for years. 2) By putting the initial collec-
tion in order it allowed for coll{écting more material with the knowledge
that it will be put to immediate use, and eventually be part of the'finest col-
lection of Chinese Californiana dssembled in one place. 3) Thé¢ material is
housed where a trained staff scc\"r\icc it and where study facilities and more
convenient hoars make it available to the public. Unfortunately, at this time
we cannot boast a catalog which describes the Society's holdings for there
1s none. However, the contents of these files are arranged so that casy retrieval

»
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“is assured. This is done by assigning the material to broad subject fields or to

geographical areas. . Y

How many of you know that the first person to classify mnterinls’waé.thc
eminent writer and historian Cheng Cl'iao, Wwho in the 12th century realized
that no person could encompass all the written knowledge or investigate all
the myriad fields of learning, without ﬁ,rst‘hn\'ing a system of clnssiﬁcation.
He once remarked “classif ving books is'like commanding an army. If there is
a syStcm, no matter how large the number, it will still be under control. If
there is no system, no matter how small the number, all will be confusion.

Classification is not handicapped by greatness of numbsers, but-by lack of -

devices-to cope with the situation.” . -
I have quickly reviewed some of the library's contributigns to further the

-study of the l\is'tor\' of the Chinese in California. We intend to persist in our

search for new materials for this collection, and perhaps some, da?-to bring
out an enlarged Chinese bi\)liogrnplw to include the hundreds of new ritles,
now in the library. In nddi‘tijn, we will continue aid to the Chinese Historic
Society by maintaining their files and soon. hopefully, to start work on ti.e
Society’s catalog. '

Listed below are some of; the titles of the slides dhown during.my*pre-

-

sentation. : . . :

v iy .
1. The Campaign of 187;. Floquent. Floquent addséss by Dr. Chas. C. O'Donnell,
Human Rights and the Powerof Corporations. On Chinese Importation. (Broad-

side) :

2. Address of Dr. Chas. C. O"L from the Balcony, No. 229 Kcarny Street.
Aug. 1, 1873. (Broadside) o * o : ] .

3. The Chinese Thug Again Considered. Byv.Dr: Chas. C. O'Donnell, No. 8o
Kearny. n.d. (Broadside) o o o

4. To the Honorable President and Senate of the Unitdd Srates. The Petition of
the Undersigned Citizens, Resident in the State of California, Respeetfully shows . . .
That your petitioners view with-just alarm the systematic impormtion and im-
migration of Chinese laborers into, rhe Unired States; to be émployedar ar rates

- of wages ruinous o the free labor of our citizens . .. J. Mason Chairman, Oct. s,

1871 (Broadsidce) . :

's. Sight-Seers Artention! Free Guides Through Chinatown Furnished Patrons
Afrernoon and Evening. 18¢97. (Broadside) :

6. Sceing Chinatown, San Francisco. To visit San Francisco and not see China-
town with our guides would be like going to Furope and not secing Paris. Peck-
Judah Co. 1908. (Broadside S SRS :

7. An Appeal for Justief For the first time in the history of man the Chinese
residents of San Francisco appeal to the thinking class of Americans . . . Signed.
Chinese Residents of San Franciseo, Cal. May 24, 1900, (Broadside)

a 8. Mission To The Chinesc in California Rev. O. Gibson, Superintendent. Appeal
to the Merhodist Women on the Pactfic Coast. Oct. 1, 1873, (Broadside),

9. Official Map of “Chinatown™ in San Francisco. Julv 188s.

1o. Map of Chinatown Having A Population of 25,000 Chinese, '@gethcr With %‘é
B Taby:

a Key to the Places of Interest. Compiled by H. J. West. 187307
11, Hall’s Patent Concrete, Fire and Burglar-Proof Safes .. - Broadside poster,
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16 %10 inches; aside from English text at head, the entire broadside is in Chinese,
with calligraphy by Jin Mun. San Francisco, Ca. 186o. N

12. United Srates of America. State of California. Anti-Chinese Convention. San
Francisco, July 17th, 1870. To Kong Chow, Ning Yeong, Sam Yup, Yun War, and
Hop War, the Six Chinese Companties of San Francisco: Gentlemen: We have the
honor of informing you that on the evening of the 15th of July, 1870, the largest
meeting of the people ever assembled in this City was held in the Mechanics® Pavil-
ion for the purposc of protesting against the further emigration of Chinese to this
Country, the full account of which you will find in the newspapers of the next
day ... Signed. Temporary President of Anti-Chinese Cénvention. (printed letter)

13. Circular from Golden Citv Lodge, No. 190, of San Francisco. To the Officers
and Members of the Order of the Knights of St. Crispin, Throughout the United
States and Canada, Greeting. We earnestly call vour attention to the existing state.
of affairs in the city, and on this coast! For, if ever a grievance existed since the
organization of the Ord:  of the Knights of Saint Crispin, tvhat we have to con-
tend against in this city fs a grievapce of the greatest magnitude and injury to the
Order at large, if allowed to continue, viz: the introduction of the Coolie into
our trade . . . San Francisco, March 15th, 1871,

‘t4. Membership certificate. The Chinesc Equal Rights League of America. New
York, Dec. 4th, 1897. Received of Chin Fook the sum of two dollars on account
: of above League for demanding Equality of Rights for Americanized Chinese of -
. the United States. . :

. 15.*Pro ono Publico. The attention of the roor will be drawn to any and all

‘ promises where Chinese are emploved or ALLOWED. Property Owners, Insur-

ance Compénics and Fmplovers.may make a note of this while there is time, and
before the Av. s of Oppressed Labor thunders at vour door. (signed) toot. n.d.
16. San Franuisco Dailv Réport. Supplement. July, 1885. Startling Report of the
Hideous and Disgusting Features tn Chinatown, by the Special Committee of the |
Board of Supervisors. 16 pages. : .
17. Chincse Theater. Misc. Materials. ' . )
U*en . Platt’s Hall, Tuesdayv, March z1st, 1885 ticket for the play “The Chinese
Reformer” with Guiv Min.
b. Chinese Thcnrpr program. Sept. 1911. : aﬁ‘
c. Shanghai Theatcr, Kearny & \\mngton Streets, San Francfvo. 1911
program. - .
1R. - Thirteenth Ce¢nsus of the United States. Chinese Consular Proclamation. .agro.
With a list of the questions to be answered. o )
19. Notice To Qur Patrons. Sart Francisco, June 1, 1917, During the past six
months the cost of all materials nsed in the Laundrying of clothes — such as soap,
starch and soda — has’increased to such an extent that it is-impossible for us to
caontinuc doing Laundry work for our'patrons at our former rates . . . Very respect-

Fl

fullv, The Chinese Laundries. '
2a. Proceedings of the Asiatic Exclusion League. San Francisco. October, 1908; N

October, 1910; June, 1911. 4
Comment: Him Mark Lai, Chinese Historical Society of America *
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#2 — CHINESE ART AND MUSICIN THE UNITED STATES
Chairman: George M. Williams, California State University, Chico

CONTRIBUTION OF CHINESE ART
TO FRESNO CULTURE

By

S. MicHagr Oprper and LicLie Lew
Q

I 'am going to show and discuss four reprcscntativc art objects that Mrs. Lew »
and 1 selected from miny that werg in a Chinese Art Exhibit held in Fresno,
January 7, 1974. Thcsc&wcre sclected for authenticity, subject mattter, mate- -
rial and the interesting ways in which their owners camic to possgss them and
brought them to Fresno. They represent a sdmplmg of the mang' collectors
and people interested in Chmesc art.and culture in the Central San Joaquin
Vallcy

CHICKEN-BoNE JADE:

The/ﬁrst item I am going to discuss is an art treasure of CthkCn-bOﬂC jade.
The magic of jade has captured the imagination and desires of people over
the centuries. A precious stone, due to its limited quantity of quality caliber,
it has innate aesthetic appeal due to its translucency and luster.

Today, one of the most highly priz_cd pieces of jade a collector can have,
according to Chinese antiquarians, is “chicken-bone white.” This is the jade
that-through contact with earth chemicals in tombs has lost its original color
and, due to calcification, ha"lost its original translucency. '

Among the items that were presented at our Art Exhibit was a significant-
examplc of “chicken-bone white” jade, authenticated to be of the Chou
Dy'mstv ¢r122-221 B.C.). Of unusual silhouette and largé dimensions, it is

7-1/16 in, long 4-1/16 in. wide, and 5/16 in. thick. Though calcified, it still
rcmms its soft, sensual tactile aspect. The design whorls on the surface create
a sophisticated pattern. Unobtrusive, they are incised in shallow relief with
a minimum of flare, creating a low linear overall design on the surface. Giving
it a feeling of tremendous strength, it is bordered by a geometric pattern
cmph"ns'ized by a slight undercut. It is crested with exquisite open work that

" flows into two facmg undulating, agitated dragons. Current research indi-

cates that it was used as a symbol of rank, probably a breast plate, as the
fineness of the execution of the designs scem to preclude the other possxblhty
of its bemg a musical striking instryment.

As few pieces of its tht) and ade arc in pr1v1te collectlons it was a major
attraction at our exhibit. It is part & a large collection of jade that Dr. and
Mrs. Tnmothv Wong, now ‘residents d¢ Fresno, have collected over the years.

Dr. Wong was brought up in the_titfhe-honored Chinese tradition of strict
disciplir. with an emphasis.on education. Born in Shanghai, he lived there till
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he was elghtecn He took the British exams in Smgqporc and won a schohr-
ship to a prlvntc school in Virginia. Instilled in Dr. Wong was the: obkgqnon
to succeed in his role in life. As he stated, “If he failed in his, cduc.m(m he

- was not just shaming himsclf, but his whole family.” Flllflllﬂ(r his family's

expectations, and proving to bea good scholar, T 1mothv W ong, h.lnnn com-
“pleted his education, becane a profcssor of medicine before moving to Frcsno
to open a private practice in radiation-therapy.

Dr. Wong’s wife, Evclyn is an artist and a collector of Asian art. Evelyn
was brought up in an environment devoted to art, schohrshlp and service.
Her father is a diplomat and her mother is a new spaperwoman in Taiwan.,

Dr. “’om;r is a radiation-therapist and as the practice of. radiation thcrqpv
can prove emotionally draining, Evelyn Wong interested her husband in the
study of Chinese art to relieve the strain of hlS medical practice.

Caught in the fefvor of what he was dmng ‘he enjoyed researching his new
interest. He has collected many and various types of antiques, but “find th"lt
his real interest is jade. :

Dr. Wong and Evelyn have spent many hours frcqucntm(r antique shops
and out-of-the-way places. It was during one of their trlps that they ncqulrcd
their “chicken- bonc white’ jade. He had developcd an cxpcrmc in jade and
was, therefore, able to discern the quality* of the “chicken-bone™ breast plate
and added it to his collection. Fyelvn and Timothy Wong graciously allowed
us to display this priceless treasure in our exhibit.

CEREMONIAL BASKET:

The second itcnx‘l will introduce is 2 Chinese ceremonial basket. In the
summer of 1973, while searching through the curio and antique shops on
“Cat Street” in Hong Kong, my wife Betty and I were attracted to a box made
of licquercd woven wicker. The proprictor referred to it as a “wedding”
box. He suggested that it had been used about 100 years ago for \vcddmns
‘\ttrqctcd by its h.mdsomc traditional shape and its b(;uty and quality of
cxccutmn it QI'C"ltl\«‘ 1mprCs5cd us. l{cqhnnrr that something this beautiful
must be swmﬁmnt we purchqscd it. We thm procceded to track down any
and all information we could find that pertained to it and 1ts use. We f()und
minimal material on the usage g)f the baskets or their perpetuation in Chmcsc
society. Lillic Lew and I found limited textual material that mcrcly described
“the size, shape and dynasty dates. No mention was made of the interesting
iconography or the basket’s usage. I suspect that Mrs. Lew and I are prcpmng
the definitive work on this subject.

Most of our bcgmmng clues were obtained by talking to grqndpqrcnts who
remembered seeing the hoxes used and who had anecdotes about the boxes
that had been related to them by their ancestors. We were then able to.go to
textual material on Chinese sociery and picce the anecdotes and tidbits of
textual mdterials together. We discov ered, as we had suspected, these baskets
are an integral part of Chinese culture and history..

dls(nvcrcd also that it was a custom unique to Chinese weddings. to
3%
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usc portable, utilitartan baskets often catled wedding boxes, made of woven
wicker or wood, surfaced with lacquer and embellished with exquisite draw-
ings and dcsigns~ Used for the transportation of edibles, money and/or
trousscau items to the family of the brideto-be, these containers™\Were pro-
duced with a high dcgrcc of quality by craftsmen of consummate skill. We
were able to 1dcnt1f\' traditional shapes, techniques .md 5v111bols found on the
w cddmg basket that I am Uomg to discuss. :
A large wedding basket, it is made of woven \ucker \»ood finished
lacquer for looks .md for protcctmn against termites and other insects, v
carved handles and fittings of hammered bronze. Itis 15% high and 1547

round. From the bortom to the top of the handle, 1tis 2214 high. The handle,

is attached to cach side of the basket with a stvlized bronze bat svmbohzmg
felicity. decerated with a lotus flower representing purity. In the center of
cach bat design is & coin pattern sV mbolizing -wealth. All these symbols are
to help the ne \\I, weds in thieir nmrrlagc
The targe flar-fitted wooden handle that circumscribes the basket exhibits
a carved geometric desizn in which a swastika, representing infinity, can be
discerned. Cresting tis large wood handle is a small bronze handle bearmg
two sty lized phrx.u\cs far double h: appiness, in a dorsal format rcpcatmg
and cmphm/m_( the characters on the lid, reinforcing the wish for successful
marriage. The portion of the wooden handle running down cach side of the
basket is intricately carved with squirrels and grapes which were again, sym-
bols of longevity. Tcrmm.mng the handle at the base of the basket are ‘three

.st\'h/cd bronze fittings svmbolizing the three “manys™ many hqppmess,

many vears of life and many male cluldrcn This is rcpcatcd on both sides.
The central portion of the handle employs the same fornmut un both sides

of the basket; calligraphy at the top followed by four Tavist in mortals im-.

mediatety below, cight immortals in all.

On one side of thc baslet, the Chinese characters ldcntlfv the Young Famlly
as the original owners of the basket: on the other side the Lalhgmphv indidates
a date, 1874, the Year of the Dog.

Fach immortal symbolizes an attribute for a successful marriage, For ex-

ample, Ho Hsien Ku, the female sage, who assists in home management is -

carved in bas-relief holding a Jotus blossom.

This basket is a2 good specimen of the genre. Unlitarian, it remains un art
object of distinction. In our exhibit we had a complete traditional wedding
scene; the basket wis part of-this setting.

MinG Prare: : — .

The third item tharbwould like to show is a fine cnmple of a special type
of Ming dish (1168 1644).

Ming porcelain is one of the decorative arts f()r which the Ming’ Dy nasty
is noted. Many new tgchniques, such as the dev clopment of the underglazed
bluc which started in the \ van Dvnasty, were furthered in the carly Ming

dqu -
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. .. started to change. The Boo

. far inspiration. -

, ‘ , PO T e
‘Surfaces-of pigces were often 15 rhely iiECgudar, wich, ghick @raggpaient |
glaze applicd. The glazes grew frofiigm-iistert, simpléytweicolor glaze td
sich, colorful five- olor_enaincls whi by reac ed thcir highest dexelopinentat
the end of the Ming efa. Usi'ng’ia cgmpléx prgf?css; varioys shades and tonés
of’rgdrzﬁgrce’ﬁ‘ﬁnd _v;]lo'\\' would #e applied over "tlchMdérglJ6gc. The ware

"Would the/n be,, after cacly, ,I;Qa‘tum of glgze. ~¢, -~

’

1 X i - . \: Y . N . n B
The porc \}"&ré,nOt ﬂ)c' ¢nd result of or{c*m:m s work. One craftsman
would makgeiespot, one-would glhze jt, dng Wwodld decopate it. Each crafts-
maf, in mofecases, would be:skilled*in his family’s specializariop, "with tech-

't

. 'fﬁq%eggem passededown fmgjionc g‘enc' e to the next,
R .

was duriﬂbg the later pacyR( the :\Il%’ vnasty that i“:l.lust;l;aéi()tl on pottery

Bo: K' :/I-i'ery. Brun dage Collection of Chirese Ceramics
indicates that artists began to thclude piptppi'p;l‘_nhgc_dotzll scenes as very popular
decoration material, often rclyir}% h‘gayil_\"lj'i)_h‘~c:)ntc_n1p(3r.1 ry subject marter

"+ The Ming Dish I'am going to di'éci-{s.gbc.can?é the possession of Mr. and Mrs.

William Clmﬁg‘ proprietors of a Chinese restaurant in Fresno. Second genera-
tion-American, Williain is the grandson of Hi Loy Chuang, onc of the original -
Chinese pioncers in our Valley. . .

William Chang and his wife Florence have always been interested in Chinesce
art and cnjoyed living with it. Their restaurant has huge wood carvings on’
the walls that once belonged to his wife's family. Carved in deep bas-relief,
then gildc%, they are striking and set an immediate atmosphere for art appre-
ciation. .

. The Changs are friendly, warm people and this atmosphere permeates their
establishment. It was this same warmth and friendliness that cventually made
them the owners of an exciting Ming Dish. e

William Chang’s first business venture was a service station, where he met

by Jones, another scrvice station owner. With similar interests, they became
good friends. After-William sold his service station, the Changs and Florence's
sister opened a Chinese restaurant. Bob and his wifc would visit the Changs
and cat ac their restaurant frequently. ) ’

After Bob died, his wife Helen remained good friends with William and
Florence and thev continued to visit cach ()thc_r.' Helen would tell the Changs
about a .r\lihg Dish that they hndvinhcritcd from her mother who had lived in
Santa Barbara. In talking about it she told the Changs she was going to leave
it to them in her will. Later Helen became il and bedridden. With true com-
passion, Willlam and Florence madc special efforts to visit her often, par-
ticularly at holiday times and cook her Chinese food that she enjoyed. They
remained close friends until her death. Much to their surprise, as they had®
never seen the plntc and didn’t know that it actually existed, thcy found them-
selves the inheritors of a beautiful Ming dish. :

The plate was brought to our attention when a friend, Mr. King, invited
us to join him for dinner at the Chang’s restaurant where William keprt the

i .
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"ming ch’i was to be installed in ¢

Ming Dish in his safe. Mr. King's brother, John, had scen the chsh beforé and
was eager for us to sce it. :

Approximately 14 round, it is shallow in depth and has a crackled glaze.
The_center contains.a scenc that is suggestive of old-fashioned jostling bouts.
The rim is brown with geometric designs in ancient Chinese motifs. Deep
green “serrated” foliage in the left rear and front féreg‘round. create a space
in which the action_procceds. : 4

Animated figures on horseback and foor, flying banners, and two forceful
looking men in the front foreground are arranged in a circular design. On
thie extreme lefr.and right are dignitaries standing with their banners watch-
ing the scene, their cycs“forcing your cyes to the scene they are watching.

The white horse on the left and the gaily decorated horse on the right, cach
have onc foot lifted, thereby adding to the fecling of motion. )

The flowing banners extending from slanted staffs create diagonal thrusts, -

producing a canopy etfect under which the action is taking place. Since
the glazes and composition are unique to the Ming Dynasty, our task of
authenticating was not a difficult one. This plate did not appear in our exhibit,
but was a result of it, and is part of our ongoing research. W

- PR

T'avc CanEeL: 1 ‘

The final object I would like to show you is a T'ang Camcl. Thé T'ang
Dynasty (618-goy A.D.) was a cosmopolitan one that produced a varied and
prolific anmount of luxurious arts, among which were an outstanding amount
of burial figurines (ming-ch't). - Lhese figurines encompassed all forms of
dishes, furnitures, cte., the purpose of

vwner's tomb upon his demise as sub-

, A

secular subjects: animals, humans,,

sTiture possessions. ,

Many of these figurines have come to light through cxcavations in’ China.
Realistic horses and camels are most predominant, and e: - ress the vigor and
energy of the T'ang Dynasty acsthetic. Done with consummarte skill, pieces
of up to three feet in height were fired successfully. The majority of the
tigurines are richly colored lead-glazed carthenware. -

It was with great pride that we were able to presentan authenticated T ang
Camel as a prominent feature in our Art Ixhibic. Its arrival in Fresno was
duc enurely t the mental acquisitiveness of one man, Peter Brown.,

Born in Visalia, California, Peter is an artist of considerable reputation. His

h ‘3f having many one-man shows; and of having much of his work
\lig places. )

has studied at the College of the Sequoias, Vienna and Austria,
s to study and work in New York and in Europe. It Wwas while

on g stud\'\fgl wrn in New York in 1956 that he discovered a statue of a camel.
Petc his wife Reose were decorating their rented apartment in New

. O . . . .
York. Peter went ot to purchase curtain rods. Unable to obtain them in the

39
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work has JCen displaved from New York to California'and he enjovs the '
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nermal places due to their odd size, mcnt to an upholstery sh 5 near 74th
Street in New York. The owner thought he might be able go fablicate them.
They went into the rear of the shop to sce if he had any useable material
available. Brown spied a pilc of debris on a high shelf that Secmed to also
contain some glazed ceramic fragments that looked like parts of an 1mmal s
belly.

Intrigued by the shrads, he asked the owner if he wanted to scll the picces
so that hc might put them together. There was something about the frag-
ments that kept drawing him to them. The proprietor told him that one day
he would get them down and for him to stop in again somctime in the future.

Pcter eventuall) got his curtain rods and made several tI‘lpS back to the
second-hand store to inquire about the glazed pieces of ceramie. On his fourth
visit, the upholsteror had gotten the fragments down and had them laid out
on a work bench. There were four picces. Most of them were still covered
with dry tomb scum. The Fresno man asked the cost and the price wus set
at $3.00. .

YThe purch;\se was made on Frrday 13, 1956. While trying to clean them at
home, Peter had a growing suspicion that his purchasc was more v'lhmblc
than he at first suspected. To confirm his suspicion that he had an antxquc
of value, the artist took the four fragmcnts to C. T. Loo Company of New
York, a rcspcctcd connoisseur dealer in Chinese t’t Here the authcntxcxtv of
the.camel pxecu was established. His suspicions supp()rtcd—- he now owned
a T’ang; Camel. He was informed thit only one craftsman in New \ork was
able to do the fine work required for repairing the camel. This man worked
for the Muscum of Natural History. When approached he happxly acccptcd
the task of restoration. .

When the artist plckcd up the repaired camel, the restorer pomtcd out that
the kiln stand opening in the rear was.one indication to its age. Hc had 1?;)0
cleaned the tonib scum off to reveal the bcaut\ of the glaLc, again; ‘authenticat-
‘ing its 4 age (1069-1357 years old). Now the camel was intact: 1)‘/»” from the
bottom to the top of his head,.11” from rump to chest, and ;¥ long in the
]egs Its head oscillated gracefully on a ¢” neck; it commandcd the space
it OCLllPlCd by its sheer presence.

The camel stands on four legs and stretches up from th chcst: to themuzzle
.l

‘m a serpcntmc movement 1lrcstmg the viewer's usxon Vi xS slow gruace.

'

Potential energy and vitality emanate from its very bemg ;

On the terra cotta body, the glaze has a nbranC\ created by its ﬂowmg
transparent rhythin rhat follows the stance. Partxcularl) notlccablc 1s the
flow of opaque white glaze down the neck moving swiftly to the side of the
chest juncture, and then swiftly ﬂmnng down the Icg Over part of this flows
a transparent ycllow-brownish thin glaze. in parts acting 1Imost as a graining.

In other areas, as in the white of the neck, a thin arabesque | lme follows the
matural curvature of the body enhancing its sculptural power The saddle is
splashed with a complmcntarv transparent green mmglmg WIth the white

10
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. and brown-areas, -adding subtle vibrant color which activates the contained

space in the saddle arca. In rotality, full-bodied, aristocratic, animated, grace-
ful and expressive; the figurine provides one with a _vignette of the high style
of T’ ang art. .

An artist’s eye for color, and his innate-sensitivity to the quality of a bit of
glazed fragment that caught his eye — plus perseverance until he finally got
possession of the broken picces — were the fortunate circumstances that
brought a T'ang Camel to Fresno. In our Art Show it was placed on a high.
pedestal in the center of the main room where its power and dignity com-
manded attention.

These were just four examples out of many Chinese art artifacts of hlgh
qu.xlltv that we have discovered in the I resno arca. We will continue research-
ing, u)mpxlmg, and rmthcntu.atmrr the data and, because of the strong interest
shown in our work b\ the community, we are collecting .the material for
publication.

| THE CANTONESE OPERA:
A CHAPTER IN CHINESE-AMERICAN HISTORY
. By
) 5 \
"RoxNaLp RippLE

One of the unfortunate anomalics of Far Eastern studies in America is the

focus by scholars and universities on the language and culeure of North China,
Jlmost to the exclusion of other regional treditions. ‘\lthough such a focus
ﬁnds justification in variogg ways, it results in such studies being of very
/d help with respect to understanding the traditions of America’s own
se population, which of course is pnmanly South Chlncsc by birth or
ancestry. To cite pcrhaps the most obvious example of such academic one-
sndedncss, one can study Mandarin Chinese at any number of ‘American col-
leges and universities, but courses in the Cantonest dialect arc almost none-
existent. Hence the diligent student can eventually learn to converse in the
official tongue of Peking or Taipei but is at a linguistic loss when it comes to
comimunicating in Chinese within his own country.

A related and similarly u /@Mtc result of our North China fixation is
a continuing ignorance of tieMusical and dramatic traditions of the southern
provinces. One of the .mg#”prominent of such traditions is that of the Can-
tonese opega, an art form of great splendor and cultivation which is enjoyed
nS\g.‘ Chingse around the world but which Western schol-
1rtually untouched. Aside fromg a few isolated academic
here, is not a single book-length study on this sub]ect in a

» Wes 13 nguage. Indeed, Cantoncsc opera is scarcely mentioned in those

3
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works which do purport to’ cx.phin the history and varieties of Chinese
music-drama but actually devote the bulk of their attention to the Peking
opera of the North, w hich in turn has provided the principal stvllstxc foun-
dation for modern-day opera in the People’s chubllc

In recent years, an elcmcnt1r\ understanding of the Peking opera has been
relatlvely casy to come by, as b()ol\s articles, educational filims, and courses
in cthnomusncoldgy have helped to explain and publicize the form. Even
more ubiquitous of late are the printed materials, performances, and media
coverage of the newer stvles of Mainland China. But the traditional Can-
tonese opera has remained largely a_mystery, not just to non-Chinese but
even to many who speak the Cantonese dialect: \Oungcr Chinese-Americans
specially tend to feel that Cantonese opera 1s purclv a thing of the past, kept
alive only in their clders” memwries and in the inner sanctums of music clubs.

That Cantonese opera is so little understood in the West—and cs cnlly
in America—is both sad and ironic, since it was performed publically™and in-
cessantly for nearly a hundred years in the New World. From the Gold Rush

'davs until the end of the Second World War, San Francisco 5upp0rtcd full-

time Cantonese opcr.l—somctmfcs running.in two or three theaters at once.
Similarly, New York had for many years at least.pne Chinesce theater, and
opera pcrformmccs were frcqucnt events m‘ﬁnhcg large Chinatowns, par-
ticularly in the Western states. Yer, by and large, Americans have ignored
this art form which has flourished in its own backyard, just as they have
largely ignored the cvcr—prcscr‘t musical cultures of American Indians and
of a host of other minority” groups. And- curiously, enough, it appears that
American cities harbored .some of the veryv best cnmplcs of the Cantonese
drama, nurtured by loyal Chinatown audiences during the years when opera
was the number-one entertainment attraction of any goud -sized Clunatown
and thus provided financial incentives for first-rate pcrfurmcrs from abroad.

In very brief f.lshmn I should like to outline the vears in which the Can-
tonese opera held sw 1\ in American Chinese communities and to hmhhqht
both the opera’s hlstm\ itself and the reaction to it as chronicled by non-
Chinese observers. My purposg here 1s not to explain Cantonese opera—nor
to bury it—but to sketeh its “history as.an Ameridan phenomenon.

It was only a few years from the time that the first Chinese i unmigrants were
attracted to California by the discovery of gold until the first troupe of
Chinese operatic artists arrived in San Francisco. In October of 1852 a tourmg
company of one hundred and tw entv-three performers debarked in San
Francisco from Canton. Opening mqht was October eighteenth—only about
a year, incidentally, after the first full- length Western opera had been pes-
formed in San Francisco. The theatre companyv—which called itself the Hong
Took Tong—"lppmrs to have scored a notable success in this entertainment-
starved city. One reviewer who covered the opening night noted that the
pcrformmcc had drawn .a full house, a.mixed crowd of both Chinese and
other San Franciscans. In general, the reviewer's comments could well apply

v
41

78 o - ot



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

9

to a modern-day Cantonese- -opera performance. The wmgs of . the theater,

" he said, had: been removed for the purpose of giving“the greatest room for

the production. “The orchestra,” in his words,
[which was| composed of about a dozen musicians, occupied the
rear of the stage accompanying the whole performance through
with their pcculiar strains, and regaling themselves in the interval
with their pives-and cigars.!
On the whole, the reviewer's notes were restrained and favorable. The. nov{ty
and visual beauty of the production apparently more than made up for the
mcomprchcnslbxht\ of ph)t “The dialogue being: of course unintelligible,”
says the reviewer,
the American portion of the audience had to enjoy themselves in
imagining what was going on, and in admiring the stage properties-
and the costumes of the numerous performers, some of which were
really splcndxd Jhe performances were also diversified with some
very agile and dextrous . . tumbling, which seemed to be a portion
of the plot. Lpon the w holc the  exhibition is a great novclt} as
such is to an “6utside barbarian,” and is well worth seeing. . ..
Another reporter had special praise for the ostensible ladyfolk who graced‘
the stagc women of any sort being a rare commodity in this Gold Rush city.
The “ladies” in the company, he said, were 1lthqcther the best specimens we
have vet been fivored with.™ Unbeknownst to the reviewer, of course, the
“ladies” were male actors, specially trained, as actual women had no placc on
the Chinese stage. :
After its initial run in an American playhouse, the resourceful company
procccdcd to crect its own theater, a pagoda-like structure with a seating
capacity of overa thousand. The new theater opened in late December add

" ran at full alt throughout the winter, with performances morning and eve-
‘~nmg, Seven days a week. In late March the company announced the end of

1ts season, put the’ building up for sale, and departed by steamer for points

~east. A scheduled Fast Cmst tour was to include pcrformanccs at the Crystal

Palace in New York. The company’s successes in San Francisco were not
destined to be matched by good fortunc-on the road, however, Their further
hlstorv was aesa¢d round ‘of postponements, pC/:formqnccs without payment,
and a varlcu of other financial woes. Finally the troupc had to rely on charity
for the funds to return to China. _
But the Hong Took Tong had cstabhshcd the Chxncsc theatre in San Fran-
cisco and had proven that the cntv 's burgeoning Chinese population— with
help from Caucasion voyeurs— w ould prmldc a rcadx audience for further
opcratic ventures. The ill-fated Hong Took Tong was quickly replaced by
other touring cbinpanies, and within a few vears theatrical troupes made
treks to the north, making appearances first in Sacramento, then in various
locations in the Gold Rush hinterlands—wherever a sizable audience of Chi-
nese could be found. In October of 1856, for cxample, the San Francisco
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Bullctln carricd 2 dcmllui story on pg‘/}nm Yus of Chinese opera in Cala-
veras County for Chidese miners and tlictr American countcrlnrts FHere a
troupe of some thirty actors and mus'rcmns/pcrformcd in a frame building

.covered with canvas, the structure having been crected at a gost of fifteen

hundred dollars and furnished with urpctcd smgc theatrical lighting, and
all the necessary accouterments for perforniance.! Touring to remote mining
camps and other far-lung outposts to stage elaborate - performances must
have rcqunrcd considerable managerial skill and coordination—not unlike that
of the “big-top™ days of the urcu.s—but such nomadic forays were .1chally
more akin to'thc players’ existence in China than was the relanvely sectled
theater-life in San Fr"mcn(:u Moving from town to town and performing
in temporary structures w as a routine matter for actors from K\&angtung
Province, and they were thus w cll prcparcd for thc cugencncs of opera in the
Gold Rush u)untrV .

By the cighteen-sixtics, the .Chinese thutrc had become an Lntrcnchcd
part of the San Francisco scehe A ready audience was assured: Every tenth

person in California in 1860 was Chmesc, ind by the end of that decade there

were sixtyv-three thousand Chinese in the United States, nincty-nine per cent
of w hom were on the West Coast. The audience for Chmuc opera, how-
ever, was by no means exclusively Chinese. Reports of San Francisco’s exotic
Chinese drama appeared with increasing frequency in new spapers, books,
and nng.mms around the world, as travelers reported their nnpxusmns of
the cnt\ OnLc a priiitive settlement’of rough-and-ready opportunists, San
Francisco had become a city ofAvealth aid cultural sophnnutlon C\crtmg
a magnetic charm for vacatioriérs and world travelers. High priority on any
visitor’s list of sightseeing attractions was Chinateagn. And—as in subsequent
decades—no trip to Chipatown was complete wi a visit to the Chinese
theatre. Iyplull\' the oceidental visitér's reacts s a sort -of stunned
fascination “which found delight in the colorful costumes and acrobatics,
and mystification as regards stor\-hncs and ' stage conyentions. The voeal
styles and particularly the dnstrumental accompaniment evoked reactions
that ranged from humor to horror. In any case, there was no denying -the
theatre’s attraction, as tvpified by the words of a \mtmq rrcolomst in the
early eighteen sities. who wrote home, v i
Whethe was opera, tragedy, or comedy or a niixture of the
thrce I have no idea—I think'it was pcrh aps a mixture—but it was all
comical cnough, and yet mtcnscl\ lntcruymrr because of “its extreme
- singularity go very unlike any thmrr Lhave ever seen before®
By the end of the sixti¢s, Chinatown u)uld boast three theaters going full
time, onc of w hlch—crcctcd in 1868%--was constructed at considerable ex-
pense specifically for the pcrfnrm.mcc of Chincse opera, the nthcr two hav ing
bccn modified for that pur posc
Thc seventies and crghtlcs awere a turbulent time for California’s Chinese.
A scries of economic downrturns began with the completion of the transcon-
4
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rmental railroad (and thus a wholesale Toss of jobs) in 1869 and culminated ™

in the disastrous depression of the Lite seventies which stetumed from the

petering out of the gold mines and the exhaustion of the Comstock Lode.

With amultitude of men out of wqrk and the evaporation of their economic
hopes and dreams. the time was ripe for damagoguery and the secking of
scapegoats. In this respeet. the hard- working Chinese filled the bill nicely.,
The decade ot the seventies rang lncrc.l.\lngl) with the shouts that “The
Chinese Must Go!™, a slogan of the ynowhalling anti-Chinese sentiment thae
would finally' result in the Faclusion Acts of the 18505, cutting off virtually
all.Chinese immigration. During these troubled vears, Uun.ltm\ n was racked
with riots and acts of violence, The ‘theaters of the community were the
frcqucnt scenies of such d.sruprmn As the hirgest imdoor g.ltlunnﬂ pl.](.(b n
Chinatown, they were both a target of ann- Chinese agitation and 2 setting
for violence among the Chinese themselves, whose internecine conflicts aggra-

- i ated the "anml air of raci} terfsion and hostiliey. T 1y seent curious that

ainst this gathering storm of hatred and cconomic defear, the Chlnesc
theaters flourished and grews, reaching a peak in the late seventies, when there
wis a veritable boom in the construction of new Chinese theaters. But then
it is not uncommon for the hu\mu\ of catertaininent to prosper during times

of general economic ady crxm In this case. the Chinese were walled into their

Sm I r1nc1su> ghetto as rlu\ never were before, and for many of them the
opera w .ls pClh.lp\ the closest thing to escape, FFor others, L\L.IPC ook a
more literal form. and a gradual exodus took plice to arcas léss influmed by
anti-Chinese hysteria. In rhc new Chinatowns which grew up in large cities
around the country, outposts of the Chinese theatre dc\ml()pul By the. late
seventics, a full-time Chinese theatre had been established in Porthand, Oregon,
and cventually other cities followed suit, notablv New York and Boston.
Chinese opera was thus becoming a narional institution of sorts, and touring
companies from Canton and Hnng Kong had a wide circuit to cover, rather

than bemg contined to San Francisco and the boondocks of the Gold Rush

country.,

In San lr\ﬂuxu» itsclf, the rhurrc continued to be the show place of’ so-
}ourmn(r opet atic troupes tan( hina. That the orchestras of such fr)lcmn—
based um]pmlu would oceasionally be tleshed “our with Jocal musicians,
however, is suggested by the L\tll)]l\hlllcnt in Chinatown in 18-7 of a snall
training school for musicians, established explicitlv for the instruction of

wal \()uth\ in the music of the Cantonese opera. Inthe Same vear, a new
Lhmcxc theatre was constructed” in Chinatown, .and still morbu one wis
erccted two vears later. The bodm in theater building attests to the \1t1hr\
of the art form during those heetic vears amd to the optimism of the entre-
preneurs that theatrical prmanr\ would continue, (fcxplrc \\ld(\plC']d CL()—

nomic doldrums and the crescendo.of ,anti-Chinese outeries. Their ()prmn\m

proved w: arranted, at least for the time being, as the rhcﬁc_ cun_rmuul to
flourish in the cighties. It was not untif the final decade 1¢ century’ that
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the effécts of anti- ( luncw legislation tipally resulred in a reduction of China-
town'’s population and a consequent decline in the fortunes of the Chinese
theatre. For Chinese opera in America, the Golden' Age had p.}sscd The
final curtaig,as it were, was rung down by the 1gos c.nrhqu.lkL which devas-
tated Chinatown and. abruptly ¢ alled 2 hale to the opera-thearre’s llf- untur)
reign as the unquestioned entertainmene center of the Chinese communey.,

In fits and starrs, Chincse opera did continue to be pcrfnrmcd in San Fran-
cisco during the carly decades of the rwentieth century, often in l]l'l\SShlff
circumstances in quarters designed for other purposes. Finally' in® 1924 the
first theater to be ercered for Chinese opera in forty-five vears was opened _
on Grant Avenue, followed a vear later by another rhcml on Jackson Streee
—both of w hich surviyd in the present d.l\' a8 movie houses. ' ,

" The tw entics and thirties saw, mueh ¢l ange in the Cantonesg opera. Western
instruments such as the violin and x.l\nphnm 'vmdlnll\ infiltrated the orches-
tras. A lowsvoited style of singing—ahmost” crdoning—was often employed.
The classical cmhr()LdLr\' of opera costumes ('.I\L way o xcqmns The stim-
pllcm of the old settings viclded to the Western prm enium-stage, elaborately
httered with props And modern- day backdrops. Perhaps the most prnfmmd
Clnn’{zc was i the use of women on st e, a move which had good effeets at
the box office but w hich rather praupmmsl\ w l})(.d out the eénturies-old art
of female impersonation in the classic allv all-male art form.

The Cantonese ppera would continue to hold its-own for some vears in
San Francisco, New York, and other major Chinatowns, But it would never
agamn reach the hcwhrs of success thar e ganed ‘in the nincteenth century,
Movies, and espect: 1ll\ ralking plLrllm prov “ed to be adev: astating competition.”
Theater-owners were rcldll\ won over to the relative sunphur\ and lack
of logistical and personnel pmhlcmx inherent m showing metion plLruru
[\cr) the opera tlicaters themselves alternated Tive putnrml".u\ with movie
nights. Stll the opera mamntained a tenuous hmd as i culrurel and rourist
attraction. : : )

When China \\‘nsﬁmgcd into war with Japan, nunierous stars of the Can-
tonese stage were cffectively’ stranded in the United States for the duration.
A few of these became permanent residents, but the majority returned to
China at the end of the Sccond World War to resumie their-careers where they
had left off. This exodus to the homelind maturally deplered the Amcrlmn
Cantonese theatre and deale the local opera stage a hlmv from which i
would never recover. Qcceastonal short- ived rours of opera companies to
American Chinatowns w (mld continue sporadically even to the present rime,
but continuous Chinesc- ()[)Crl theatre in \mmu was pxanrull\ a rlnng of
the past. a victim, as it were, of World War 1L “The ine reasing costs of im-
p()rtmg opera u;m}nmex together with rhe prullhr.mn" burcaucratic red
tape involved i admitting them to these shores, became prohibitive, in light
of dgclmmﬂ box-office revenues. Further, the competition’of the movies and
finatly tdcvm(m woyld prove (lLusnL by the-late fortes, And finallv, the
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liberalization of immigration kaws for Chinese women and the removal of
other restrictions on America's Chinese caused a gradual change from a
once virtually all-nale ghetto to a u)mmunlt\ in which tmml\ life and the

“homie became the center of activity."Many f.ll]lllle found the meags to move

~ever, signal an end to all interest in” the genre. Even in the pa;tscnt d.lV. the -~

shlp includes m.mv/prcscnt and formd pmfusmn.\l apera

away from Chinatown itself, and, the once- L.\ptwc audience for-the Cantop-
ese opera, for all pmctu.\l purposes, sxmph ceased to exist.
The extirtction of the full-time Chinese theatre in -\mu'lc.l did not, how-

sales of opery rcgmdm"s ‘the })npulmt\ aof Cantonese- ()PLI‘.\ 1.1(]1() hlmdc.lsts
and cven plpcd in opera “muzak™ to Chindtown's garment factorics attest €0
a contmumq Tove _of the form, especially for older Chinese. The most lmporf
tant institution thlmlgh which opera traditions have been kept alive in
America, howev ery 1s the pu\.\tc music club. A half-dozen clubs dcvotcd» to

Cantonese ()pcm are prcscntl\ in existence in San Francisco, and othcrs h c ,
“been formed in the Chinese communitics of New York, ospAngeles, ﬁc’\t

and Honolulu. San Francisco’s clubs date mostly from-the, 1940s; as if to
take up the slack left by the departure of the full-time. thcqtrc One such
club, the \'nm Chung Musical Socicty, dates back to 1925 and celebratet

g(ﬂ( n nnnncrmr\ only a week ago lon 3. ]y 1975 ], Once the prov_
Chidatown ‘bachelors who emulated the pmfusunml theatre fory :
Nag\ Chung has bHecome a f.uml\ Lcn\cr 1 ()lQ‘.]lll/.\tl()n whose hu‘

coach the prcd()m antly amatcur membership and help cnlncn the' four-
and five-hour sessions of opera musu on weekend nights at.the club’s China-
town héadquarters. Other smaller - Clups operate much in the same fashion,
providing the stage, musical instinments, and encouragenient for members
to recregte the sounds and sightsepf- Cantonese opera i its palmier days.

There is litele quutmn but thag the classical Cantonesc Wpera, here and
, abroad, has scen its best davs. Fafenn with oceasiomal souring pcrfornnnces

and the Yively activities (4f music ¢lubs, the tnn’h appeals almost cntﬂ‘cl\ ™
an older-gencration f Chinesc. In’ recent years other ‘ty pcs of Chinese music
have mmcd a foothold in '\lllCl‘lL.\ s Chin®wns. One now finds a veritable |
lnlexdoscopc of musical sty fes—musjeal chibs specializing in traditional [’ekmg
opera, othersin purely instrumental music, still otth in the vocal and instru-
mental music of the People’s Republic. Almost totally ugbeknownst to out-
siders, Amcnm s urb#n Chinese communities are hotbeds of musical acr’wntv,
more sonow*than at any other time of their hlston \1an\ of Chmatowns
yquith now-find that the lc1rnmg annd cultivation of Chmcse muste.and musical
imstrumertts fosters a sense of cthhic identity and pndé While }‘E}C classical
Cantonese opera itself has ceased[to be a commcrcnllv viable cntefpnsc, it

“lives on in the yaricties of music and music-drama it has helped to spawn.

In very recent ers. a new v1r1cty of Cantonese opera has been cmergmg

in Mamhr]d China, ‘whose - p;mupal output .bf “revolutionary” '()pcras are

- Inore custonnnlv t1ll()red to the M’md’mn dialeet. Qomc of these works are
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SW bcmg pcrformul in’ C)ntom:sc and "1 'whole h‘ tradition of Can-
eS¢ tusic-drama is cnf'(raymtt andibns. f‘é dy been rcﬂcctcd in the musical
Y ncuvmcs.of America’ sw,hmcsc u)mmunm@ ' ‘ .
8 lec the phocm\——hclp\ ed in Cbﬂﬁf? f;wthologv and drnm—rthc Can-
tonesc opcra appears to be entering” g : \7 life. Though. altered in plot and
1dcc)logx and removed from a purch® mmercial milien, -the new Cantonese
_ opcm once again helps to embody not just a Chinese 1ppro.1ch to life and
-, arg, but a specifically Cmt()ncsc 1pprmch In hlst(mul pcrvpcctlvc we may
. find that the vencrable tradition of Cantonese nn rama in America’s
ChlnCSc communities 1s mnpl\ cntering e bt g:nsc, her than bccoming )
i ‘& closed’ clnptcr albeit a fascinating ()no;, ftural history of America’s -

. Chinse. -
W % "
Sources quoted: - &.w

1 Alu Cahfamm 20 October. 1852, a4 ,

.

f

Up and Down Californixin 15'60-15‘64 (New Haven, m;n){ p- 366.
\Chmg\\ ah Lec Cbmese Htstortral Soctety of Amertca

1:00- 2:00 p.m.
"t #3—LOCAL HISTORY
Ch:nrman ‘Edward C. Lvdon Cabrillo College, Aptos, Calif.

N
R A HISTORY OF THE CHINESE IN  »
- FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

o

p S
bR . & "
oo - By

, S. Mic HAE 1, OppEr and L1, Lt L. Lew .

’

The history of l*rcsno pornia would not be complete withour lncluqu
the Chinese, for the carlw&linesc plaved an lmp()rnnt role in the bmldmg
and development of thc'San Joaquin Valley. In the 1850 thcv were- mtro-
duced to Millerton and” Coarsegold through gold mining, other Yades, and
adventurc

The Americans who wefe mmm'g belovi and above Millerton excluded the
Chinese from original disqoveries. So found on a page of the mmmg records
written in Chinese and tpnslated in {English w as the following in July 19,
a861: “We, a company of|12- -Chinamen, Sue and Company, claim the bed of
the river onc gmile above Fort Miller.” This was;one of the ‘m'lnl\-[‘ reasons the
Chinese settled near the river in reon. | .

Other reasons the residents: scawgﬂcd the) Chinese from, that area were
-« becausa the Chinese who had general merche mdlsc stores sold théir mcr(.hm-
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dise not only to their own )plc but to tHdiwhite miners who came to them
(or mmmg cquipient atd § supplics becausc of their fair prices; some felt
cappearance of the Chinese \\'f's corrupting thlir children by their
str.mut,\soumhnu anguage, their long- h.;(r their ditferent food habits (lep-
sticks); and these men lmthc n thc mfgle‘d ulv after working int the water
gwelve hours a day. G
The Chinese did not mind livi ing aw 1\ Trom the main part of town for dur- ,
ing the time of the Civil VWar, the \nldlus re-occupied Fore Miller which
was one- Inlr mile from the Chinese quarters and found it c.m. to buy from -
the Chinese merchants than to go into wn. Also if they became drunk, they
would be away from the law and Joss Itable to be pld\cd up and be pumshcd
By the end of 1870 there were 5t (fnnuL liging in Millerton, including 18
women. The lmt Miller Blod\h 3¢, creetéd in 1851, is now restored in
Roeding Park, Fresno, California. - . )
In 187’ the Central Pacifie R'ulr(md was completed to the Fresno Station -

and many inhabitants dcudcdg\mc to the new town. So by 1874 when

the county seat was moyed fe@ Millerton to Fresno, there were 200 Chinese

. Jat the Celebration. Most of ghgg™ had begun to establish new businesses and
residences in the new citv: b¥he railroad. For many years Fresno’s China-
town was the mecting pl 1(‘ “for other Chinese in the sur rounding towns of
Hanford, Visalia, Armona#emoore and even .15&;‘ as Bakersfield.

Some of the éecupations of these Chinese at .fJgilllc were: contracting
labor, constructing irrigadion . ditches, gardening, cooking, doing - general
housewo /rk operating herb stores, man: aging laundrig,s', gruccrv stor%s, restau-

« © rants and even a Chinese opera house. .
‘ Fresho's Chinatow 1, not uhlike other ()rlcntll quarters, was situated near -
the railroad tracks. This area was limited to a four-block square — China Allg:.\'

and; G Street between Kern and Mmpos.\ 1

Thc first groups of Chinese to settle in the Fresho arca were. Cantonese from
R thc Sam Y up and the Chungshan regions of Kw angtung pr()vmcc Ag cquv
ms 188 the Sam Yup group had established a company house of their own

in China Allcv On G Street was located the Kong Chow Society Temple

‘and next to it the Chinese Assocition or Six Conmwpanies. Then came the

frﬁgerml and “single men’ 'groups such as thc Biffg }\unq Tong, thc;}ugv On

Tong and numerous others. B

The main content of this research paper \nll consist of four bmg aphlcal

sty c? of sngmﬁcant personages who have contribuged to the dcvelop ent of |
g z?:al San Joaquin Valley and illustrated i the back of the artifle with
frica pictures of Fresno Chinatown in the 192075, the_families
fdur persons, and a few photngmphs of the Figgr Chimese B1ptlst Churfh when
it was a Mission from 188:2to g8, the pcruﬂ)cfore Miss Amy Purgell took
jover as missionary from 1918 to 1947. [Pictures not used.~Ed.] '
. The.'sources of the material were ()btalmd by personal interviews w1th
f%mhes Pf (hc personages, old newsp: %er articles from the Fresno Repubhcan
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» offspring. In 1898 he married Kong Soo Lum, .his fourth wif

and the Fresno Bee, and interviews with fricnds of the family and with Amy.
Purcell, the missionary, who still lives in IFresno nnd is now 93 vears of age.
* - o :

.- FoUr SIGNIFICANT PERSON AGES

S\\n Wing Ciek (1849-1937)"
_.Sam Wing Chee was bojn in 1849, the eldest soncof'Snm Sui Ying, in Kwang-
tung province, Cl\ixM] Y u District.

In addition t¢/those”who came to America, knowing nd@one but still pre-
pnrcd 083 cir fortune, were those fortunate few who came and settled
\vnl 1 relatives who were already here. One such fortunate man was Sam Wing
fee. He arrived in Millerton around 186¢ to enter into an .1hc.1dy stab-

lished general mgrch.mdlsc store founded by his uncle, Sam King Ying some-

time before 1869. This gcncml merchandise store was one of the three Chinese
businesses in Millegton. So it was with family help that Sam MWing Chec came
to undcn stand life in Gum Sun (Gold Mount.un) »
Ving Chee avorked in his uncle’s business in Millerton until 1872, When
the Central Pacifi¢ Railroad was completed to the Fresno Station the com-
munity of Chinese in Millerton moved to Fresno'’s west side. It was here on
1019 G Street that the Tong Duck and Tong Sing General Merchandise store

was rclocated, . . : .
Years later when more @hinese camé over to work for the railroad, new |

arrivals discovered room and board for themselves in Fresno's west side.
area was g)nt'uncd within walking distance of the railroad md to this-day 15

still known as Chinatown. Bounded by G and F Streets on the notéh add .

south, and M'\rlpos'\ and Kern Streets on the east and west, our f'\momrx.
China Alley runs cast and west, right down the center of this sé’cm(m where
the major Chinese popul'mon settled ar thar time. It was to service tlus‘«qrpw N
ing Chinese community that. Wing Chee's store was opeped, scHif jol; %
clothes, Chinese herbs, Chinese grocerick, and all tvpes « nf Chmcsg $ ndn@i‘.}‘
As the community grew, his business prmpcred oy -

From his sclling he became intercsted tn agri-business and s h((_ﬁn:mccd /
many orchards and vme)'\rds in the H'mford"Arm()na and &y ngrc Treas,|

Dunng the period from 1875 to 1908 he made frequer ' ’Mrﬁ‘)

land to set up the family estate and to get‘fharried. Indee

mdtcatc thrce marrngcs in China, From thcsc threc marriages’

She was 0nly 16 years of age. Farly marrfages were qmtc comm(m j A,mcnc'\ o
at that time, not only for the Chinese. From this union there werc i en /1
children of which twelve are still lnfn v, They are all living i in thc'yJrgged (\'

States; the cldest being 75 years old i in 8an Francisco 1nd two in

In 1930 Wing Chee retired at’ age 81. He died in 1937 whea,
years old and his wife died in 1938. Hc.h? a logg, vigorous, prod
and contributed much to the/commﬁm Fre vith his genera

Aoy

dxsc store, serv1CC to hns own pcoplc active in ‘hi mnlv association, nn%h s
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his children educated so that today they arce successful citizens.

A K11 ( 1830-1895)
A Kite wag born and cducatéd in Ching and came to America in tlje 185w
. =7 Jinsearch of new jdventure. His occupation in China was in the blfeksm
g0 Business so*when he came-to Millerton he, natutally, opened a blpcksmith
© wshop, Most of his patrons were Americans. He spoke very: littlé English, just
’ !
‘

M
v

- 47 endugh to get by in “lulis work, .
- His shop was lochtqd nen a small ereek 'w herg tie commur
lived and éach Jday K¢ would bring his horses”there for wag ’,.;-lf" was there
that he miet his future partner in business, Jetferson Nilam )ftj()n;_n hog
5 raiser (¢ne of his many trades), who also brnught his stock tl]éfg_",f Swihter.
When the county seat moved to Fresno AR Kite and JeffersgiiShannon
decided to open.a blacksmith shnp on what is now- Merced Strcét}-'b\cnvc’cp ’
H and Broadway. Besides his many trades. Jefferson was the deputy® shotiff-

‘f Fresng County, the first railroad station agent, and sold town lot§ for the °

.. Pacific Improvement Company. This company consisted of the “Big Four”—

. ‘Leland Stanford, Collis P. Huntington, Mark Hopkins and Charles Crocker
—with-whom Jefferson had becoine acquainted with. With Ah Kitt's experi-
ence in blacksmithing and Jefferson Shagon’s connections in acquiring, a lot

- in a very favorable part of town, they hecame good friends in buginess and
personal life. ' . ‘ ‘

When Ah Kitt's first son was born in t867 he named him Jefferson Shannon
Kitt, after his fgiend, Following oid Chincsg customs, when the baby was a
month old there was a big celebration in Ah Kitt’s humible honte. The Ameri-
can friends who attended the party had never scen such festivities and enjoyed
immcnscly the delicious Chinese food, especially the red eggs and red en-

. vc‘lo[)cs with moncy inside. -
" Ah Kitt and his wife had four children, two girls and two bovs. He lived

until 18¢s and never returned to China. . ' e
Jefferson Shannon Kitt grew up in a bascrnent apartment on 1051 G Street.
Ubpstairs was a tailor shop owned by the Chow family."On November 1, 1894
when he was 27 years ohe was married to Ah Lin Lec, the eldest aof eleven
children. After their marringc,.thcy-movcd to 1050 China’§y . To su po'rt‘

. his family of four bd_vs — Gam, Nick, Creichton, and Fred - g
jobs such as labor contracting, interpreter for the Chinesc'd
English and whatever was.asked of him, - - et

, Sin&c ‘Ah Lin came from a lJ‘fgc family and Chinesc girls didlnot attend
cither English or Chinese schools in those days, she educated herself in Chinese
by listening to others read the newspapers and Ghinese novels and by asking

- qucstio_ns._-Thc writer, who happens to be a nieck of Ah Lin, remembers the
v ' tmes her aunt used to read and tell of these Chinese storics and folk tales.
. Ev though Ah Lin had “bound” feet she got around quite well in takjpg
(;E}rcq.of her family, cno{(ing and sewing fnr‘{bem.*ausc she loved girls and -

i

ty of Chinese
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_stand it. So he' 1mmed|ately -cut off*his queucv D2

) . ‘ls .

D

dldn t have any, she took care of her four nieces wbcn her sister died quite

‘young

Jefferson Shannon Kite died qmtc ymmu, at, the hgcbf’.u bue his wife, Ah
Ldn, lived till she was in her 60's. “ ‘m'

As of this writing, April 1975, one of jz‘crs(m 3 snns is sull living in Los
Angcles by the name of CreiclitonKite 1. cong (l,umg is their Chinese sur-
name). Creichton and his wife, Lagflra fnvc three dnuqhtcrs Winifred, Lor-
raine, and Bctty They are all li\ing in Clhforml ’

Creichton is now 77 years old, retired from his insurance and accounting
business but still very active and healthy. l‘rcqucntly he travels to the San
Joaquin Valley to visit his rclmvcs and to fish and play. golf

.

H: Loy Wéne .

Hi Loy Wong was born ¥pd cducated in China. When he was sixteen years
of age he came to Californi®in scarch of gold, like many Chinese at that time.
Before he made hisglleip his parents had married him to a girl in his province
so that he would sOfneday return to China. P‘\V'IS onc of a fquly of three--
boys and one girl. :

HiLoy’s jobw ith the Miller-Lux ranch in Los Banos. Mr. 1\11“Cr owned
many acres of l'm#:)r cattle in California, Nevada, Oregon and Arizona; he-

" was called the “Cartle kmg of the West.” Hi Loy worked with the Milier

family as a hired help and all-around boy, helping them around the house
and lived with them. They thought a great deal of him and taught him all
the American way of life and treated him just like he was their son. Mr. Miller
.even told him yfput up a tent and homestead there and he could ger as much
Jand as he w anted but he said to Mr. Miller, “Mr. Millet, I don’t wan all tlm
land. My parents tell me I have to go back to China and die. I don’t want it.’
Years later when he was raising his fourteen children, he realized what a
.mistake he had made bys not listening to Mr. Miller’s advice. He could have
acquired. all that land free and become a millionaire.

He never rcturned to Chxm to his first wife but did get married to a girl
here in California. This was a! plcmrc marriage” to Lily Lum, an Amencm-‘
born from the little town of Almaden, San Josc arca. A™ ‘picture-marriage”
when®the marriage is arranged by matchmakers with photographs of the‘
twc parties concerned. Lily was ()nly thirteen vears old when she: married -
Hi Loy, who w%:hlrty three, twenty years her scnior.

Lily’s father w¥ from one of the ﬁrst groups of ‘Chinese who came over
J from Chin durmg the sh Da\s in Cahfornn He landed in San Fran-
cisco and then went to the Aknaden areato pqn for quicksilver. But he didn’t
like whiat he was dgmg, especially w cnrmg Khaki pants, khaki jackets, bamboo
hats, and a Chmesc queue h:mgmg down the back of lus neck. He just couldn’t
,' d his hair the English,
style and got himgelf . aoblnck long-tailed coac affFore a Windsor tie. He
r,ben went to AJMC“ County 1n‘d applied for a job. Fle was hired as super-
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visor to hire the Mu“.dn people to work in mining quicksilver, FHe was called
“Sam, the boss.” Since he worked daily with these people, he spoke excellent
Spanish besides Chinese and English.

His famly in Unn.\ senta “putmc -bride™ of twelve years of age to Cali-
fornia to meet and to marry himn, "They were nnrrlcd,_.md after the children
reached the ages of around ten, they moved to San Francisco. It was in San
FFrancisco where his danghrer Lily and 11i 1 .0y were married.

After the w ukim" the Th Loy Wongs moved to Fresno and opened the
i1 .oy Company, a <ru1unl mcrch.mdm store, on GG and l\crn Streets. One
of his brothers was sent from China to help him in the store. “Besides selling

general merchandise he congpmeted (hmc‘c labor for the farmers in the area

since he spoke three linguages. Many Chinese would come to Fresno to work
in the gr: apes and the frmts s0 he would contract these laborers, giving them
groceries . denim’ clothes, bamboo hats“and whatever they necded for their
]ol)s, all on credit. After the fruit season and the laborers were paid their
wages, they would return to Fresno and pay Hi Loy for svhat they owed him.

I Loy was i very successful lmsmcss%nn and had a f.nml} of fourteen
children. His eldest son is now 86 vears old and still lives in Fresno. One of

© his daughters, 76 vears of age, is a very capable and successful insurance agent

and was the first Chinese woman to thf\ for life membership m the Million
Dollar Round Table in Life Insurance, She travels all over the worldand is s l
active in the insurance field which she started in the early 1940’ and sc

much to her pridego the third generation Chinese she has-known, Another of
Hi Loy’s dimtrht:‘is married to a very promincnt physician in Eresno; and
another son who is in his seventy's is stlll managing a produce business in Los

Angeles,
Hi Loy died at the age of 68 and contributed much to the comnumity of
Iresno, California, R
. e,
Any gURC[‘l L (1882- ) ‘; W

“Our care should not be so q)uch to live Junu, as to live well.” Amy Purccll
nihety-three years of age chis Aprll has m.magca to do both — live lom{ and
- \wscl\ Sm.lll of stature, large of heart, she has made 4 monument out of her
life. She says that she expects to live “as long as the Lord c'm use me’” and one
is tempted to reply that as long as she does’ hvi‘ﬂth is of use to the Lord.
'‘Born April 8, 1882 in Marion Center, Kansas, tHe daughter of Dutch parents,
_Mary.and David Purcgll, Amy-Purcell spent a major p&;ﬁ;’n of her adult life
'démg missjionary servict in Prcsno s Chincse s‘:ctlon From hcr c'nrhcst child-
hodd* davs \@ndoctrm.\tcd by her father to “not to be hzv, make vour life
>acdount to sd)mcthmg Amv was active.in church work. Attcndmg meetings
and Christian’ conferenccx kcpt her in touch with mlssmnarxcs whose work
she admired. ' .
Miss Purcell’s education continued through 191 tzavhen 1“1‘ three ycars

nf attendance, she graduated from the Baprtist \hssmmrv Training Schoplr n
o, ! N . 51 g - .
. v ) i .
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Chic ago. Now known as Colgate Rochester School, 1t stull prepares nnsston-
arics and ministers for work ar home and abroad.
. The beginnings of Amy Purcell’s missionary endeavors included w ()ll\mg
\ with the Japanesc in Seattle in 1913-14 and \\ml\mg aniong the ltllllns in
\l’ortl.md Orcgnn till- Mav 1g1s. Her first commission, with a sakary of 55\()00
a month, was in San Francisco in March 1916, She renwmined in San Francisco
until ‘May 1918 at which tiine she was gatled home due to the death of her
myther, :

Iy Scptember 1918 she yas sent by the Woman's "American Baptist I'ome
Mission Socicty and the Northern California Baprist Convention to Fresno,
California to be the missionary at the Chinese Mission. In addition to her
dehighe in being sent to Fresno because her brother Roy fived there, her salary
was increased to S;,— 0o a month! | —

During her missionary work in Fresno she l\cpt in close contact \\lth l)rT
Charles Shcphcrtr’l)lrcuor of Chinese Missions in America and later par-
-ticipated in the ()pcmng of Chung Mei Flome in E] Cerrito, California, to help
Chlncsc orphans,

ny Purcell’s mtrnduunon to [rcsno however, proved to be startling.
Arrl\nvl in the middle of a flu gpidemic, she was astonished to see all the
people on the streets wearing licele gauzes masks. ‘The epidemic made for a
slow start, but eventuilly she began to win the trust of the Chinese people.
In a letter written in u);6 to Aliss Oliver Russell. Wonan's Home Mission
Society in New York, she says, “When I began miy work here in the fall of
1918, 5hortlv after Miss Bennet left, there were nnl\ a few Chinese home
but many boys and young men llvfhri“m stores and r&\onnnu housts, In ¢t
summer ame they all went out t“\mrl\ in the fruit. \1\(\\ ork ‘was ali
cntlrcl\ \w.g] young men, save for tife English lessons I was giving the wo
n thcnrqumes There were few children.” L .

The Gﬁ'mesc mission to whlch she was sent was ]m.atc‘ ma house on 1053
F. Street. The two front rooms were used for religious services and the rest
of the building was conv erted into’ rooms fmwg!c Chinesgavoung men. It
was here tlnt Miss Purcell started hcr work:

w Miss Purcell’s carly admonitjons from, the Dircctor of the Board of the

" xmcnmn I)lpmt Home Mission Socrety ‘included instructions for her to go
from house to house teaching I‘nglnsh and exposing God's work and prager
to all the Chinese. She ivas ulso to instruct the womeh in,domestic duties, care "4..
of the family and the sick, institute soch uthermgs. provide wholesome ™
@j:nvmcs for .1]£ age groups sqch as choir, sewing, cogking, Mother- Daughter
“teas, Guild Girls and, of coursc, ol;ggmzc a Bib % tudv Class and Sunday
"Schook.

Little by little she 'made §proads into the very “stpall Chinese socxct} . She
mught English to the t‘)ung mcn.and went into the homes to tc.nchz the few

~ Chinese women to speak English-and”to learn sewing and C()oknng PSR was:
not n]ways helped to thc bese.advantage. by hc;,cOchgues At nmcvher posi-
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tion was put in jeopardy and called for courage . md strengeh on hdv pnt o
overcome misunderstandings.

Gradually the Chinese men bcg'm to bring their young awives from China
and families stareed. P erhaps the ost personally fultilling noment in Amy
Purcell's lite wus when she st.utul the nursery schoql in the carly 1920's. Shc

calls this the “golden key w hlLll unlocked doors to all the homes,” and her
obvious love of small children reflected in her annual reports,

In 1927 due Yo the i unnng ation laws, the ranks of the young © lumscw ¢
cut off and 1o college boys were available for the |.1nlturml work at thé Ms—
sion. Miss Purcell went l)C\oml the call of duty and did the work herself.
But dlsun’mguucnt such as that of having to do the janitorial work was off-
set'by jovous moments such as the time in 1928 when she was prcscnttd witha
lmuquc t of carnations at a \luthcx-l).muhtcr Banquer as being the “Mother

“of the Chinese of Lresnd.” . ‘

The hist of acuvities of ‘the “Mission continted to grow untl 1t *included

cand in :uldmon to all this, she personaily. aldcd in

schools, 1 women’s society
helping the Chinese w 1th'thur utllcnshxp papers.
By 1937 she considered hcrsdf-a()d her Chinese friends and studcnts to be
fnmlv " Their losses during the tqw of China’s invaston were hér losses;
thcxr sutTcnnus were her suffering. .
As the work of the Chinese Mission went on Miss Amy Purcell and her
friend and constant volunteer, RutliNelson, since 1918, grew older and be-
came more tired. Yot they still centinued to w ork ong and hard hours.

lrls are classes, pienics, In yne cannmg lessons fanuly ni hts, three hinguage
~/ .

In 1942 she requested a leave of absence beeatise of ill health. After two .

vears she did return to the Mission and was required by the new law to take
a vear of study at Fresno State College in Child l)cxclopmcnt In a special
fetter w ritten in Scptcmbcx 19, 1944 to her friends, she spoke ﬂowm!> “With
renewed health and also with, a new\awareness of the nceds #mong our
Chinese here, thcsc last six months have bien jovous ones indeed. MY welcome
“home™ as the (.l_nnCsc said, wus truly itkpiring and touching.” .
The 1940's s"m'G?\c status of theeMision being chaﬁgcd to the Chmese
Bnptlst Christian Génter and in |()4? thg enactment of .a longume dreafn of

- Amy Purcell’s came true. Under the le lcrsluprof . John M. Hestenes the
ganized. Dr. Hestenes had formerly,

First Chinese B aptist Church 5 (

served as Supcrmtengcnt of all ispfan Center worlsof the Baptist demonina-’

tion in America. With a Church eftablished, Amy Purcell was re;ld) 1o retire.
In her retirementdetter of May 1, 1947 to Miss Doroth\ Bucklin, Sccrctary'

of Missions of the Womnn.s American laptlst&lomc Migsion Society, she -

wgote:
“This Annual Letter is a pivotal point n ma hfc — it is thc last one 1 shall

write s a missionary of our beléved Woman! 's*American Baptist Home

Missibn Society. But vears do flit byrandnow it. 15 time to lay aside some

of the strenuous, hvmq of t()d'l\ so very different from the starting pomt
54
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/ when the Society sent mie to the Japanese work in Scattle in the fall of

1913 ... ]
The work with the Chinese is very difficult, they are so very charming

that one is nearly swept off onc’s teet, but one must have great itisighr

and strength of purpose i order to nplant the right motives for ereative
living.” - S
And so Amy Purcell retired, leaving behind her a legacy of handreds of
Christian Chincse, She gave of herself: her thoughts, her deeds, her money.,
She helped her “family.” the Chinese people in Fresno. No story of Amy
Purcell, however, is quite complete unless it gives mention and pays homage
to Ruth Nelson who, though not a nissionary herself, worked hand-in-hynd
with Amy Purcell and dedicated hgrself to helping bring Christianity to khe
Fresno Chinese.

o —

CONFLICT AND CONTACT BETWIEEN THE -
CHINESE AND INDIGENOUS (I(’)x\lz\lUNl;«l“H’.S _
IN SAN FRANCISCO, 1900-1911
By .
I.. FvE AratENTROUT

——
: SRS
i e
.

As is common ke edge, after a brief, ininal period of good relations, the
atttude of the Ag¥Yican community towards the immigrants who came to
the United Statesfrom China’during the nincteenth and,’_cnrly’_t\\vcr,;':éc_th cena,
turies was not only unfriendly, but actively hostile. ."Eﬁjﬁ“: sesuleed iR che
physical nustreatment of individual Chinese in the Americas, ih legal restric-
tions, and in immigrn_tion"rcstrictions: dedicated to limiting or cven climinnting'
any further, immigration from China, and forcing Chinese residents of the
United tes to return to their native land. In addition, laws were passed
that made it impossible for the vast majority of Chinese to become naturalized
American citizens. Much of;this mistreatment of Chinese inflhe United Staces
was done in violation of,,the treatics béf}\',ccn China and the Ynited States.

One resule of chis ill-trgarment was to isolaté the” Chincse from the indigce-
nous Americanrcommunity, an isolation strengthened by the language barrier
and significant differ Kes in both customs and social systems. The Chinese
and American communities were not entirely separatéd from each other, how-
ever. If nothing else, periodid conflict brought them into contact. In nddition_,
many overseas Chinese admited various aspects of the social and political
s_vsrefns obtaining in the United States, although, of course, deploring the
face that the ideal of.equality prescribed by the American constitution was not
always adhered to bWthc Americqty people and government! .

Many writers have already co:ﬁmented on the discrimination against over-

*

Most often; however, thg_“mﬁcntion has
iélp

) "lcs's,dgnihst
these attacks. Furthermore, those elgments in the Arferican community who

been that the Chinése community was relatively: pr}SS,iy'c and>
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-~ classification * pusm\é contact” will also be used in cases w

-
s)mp.uhl/cd with the Chinese cause have often been ovevlooked. By studying
three major mstances of coutlict berween the Chinese and American L()llllllllllh
tics as well as commenting on somie other forms of contact between the two
during the period 1900 o 1911, this paper hopes to show that the Chinese
cotnmunity could both actrively and v some cases, successfully, rise to meet
the Lh.l”Cll”L of the Amcerican conmunity’s h()stlht\ In addition, it did
so largely tlm)uLh the knowledgeable utilization of the United States’ gov-
unlmntll institutions. Finally, this paper will hope to show thae:the .lttcmpts'
on the part of various clemients in the Chinese aind American Communitics to
form a common bond through - murually shared mluprct.ltugl of justice
failed to materialize during the period. 1goo-191 1, thus leaving the Chinese
commmunity in its original isolation. For the \hp(gsc of copereteness, this
study will concentrate on the ity of San Francisco, although particufarly with
reference to the boycott movement of 1gos, other arcas will also be dealt with.!

There are several reasons for concentrating on San Francisco. In the first
place, in the penod under discusston, this city and its immediate environment
had the largest population of overseas Chinése in the Americas. In 1901, the
Chinese pupulatmn of San I'rancisco was 30,000 or so, as u)mp'lrcd with
25,767 in all of Hawaii, 10,000 in Oakland, and 8,000 in New York City,
JFurthermore, the Chinese populationin San F rancisco was quite active pnlm-
callv, and was the rcputul headdquarters of al} the major social ()rg.mll_an()m
of the overseas Chinese in the Americas, such as the Chinese Six C “ompanics

Chung-hua tsung hwi-kuan), ckin associations, pulmcal pamcs and the:'~
Chih- Lung ing? Fimally, there is more informaation concerning affairs in
San Francisco than in any other part of the Anmicricas, partly because it had
the largest number of C hinese- language newspapers, and partly because many
of these new spapers h e found their w ay ineo u)llcumns to which the Plll)llL
has acceess.? :

The conflicts and contact betwceen the Chinese and the Aynerican communi-
ties between 1goo and 1911 can be roughly divided into tw categories, posi-
tivimnd negative, according to w: hether the primary inten result was to
bring the two communitics Llnsc together, or to furtlhr isdy them. The

¢ a conflice

atisfaction of
nnity most
discussed
enient, to

between the two u)mmumtus arGise which was solved to the
the Chinese comnmumnity wor those clements of the Chinese com
-dxrcc’tlv involved in the konflict. The three major conflicty to 1
are the quarantine of San {rancisco’s ‘Chinatown in 1900, r11c mo
improve the treatment” of gnd lessen’ the imniigration restriction against
Chinese which culminated in\the’ 1905 hoycott of American goods, ynd-the
attempt in 111 to deny to. mative-born ‘\mg.rlun citizens ()f the- Ghinesc
race the. n«rht to votc in C.\hform.\ clections, ! .
Ihc warantine of San [rmusu)s Chm.lt(mn wis thc culmination

5 ()? events, that first got started. i 1 189y, when ~‘\mcnf:nn official
H.N aii learned that cases of death from plaquc 'had ‘been réported i Hqn
kpng. Reacting to this news, if the winter of ARyg-1900 amd éhe earlv spfing
of 1goo, health authogjties in Hawaii decided that they had found evidende of
an otithreak ._‘(;f l)ljl)()ryc_ laquq in Honolulu,s Chinatown. f\Etmg under] the

"M"‘p’
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conviction that Thawan's Chinese restdents were alone responsible for the

plague menace, for severab months peo sle of the Chinese race were torbidden,

to baard steamers bound for the contmental United States, Other measures

taken, including the lnnmngﬁr of a part of Honolulu's Chinatown, need not be
< diseussed hered 40 -

In sﬁwm of these precautions, in May of 1yoo, the doctors of San Francisco's
Department of Publie llmlth hLL.unL convineed that bubonic plague had also
become entrene hul in San Eranciseo’s Chinatown, having been lnuughr there
fromt Blawaii and Hongkong. "This news caused. the l)Lpntmcm of Public
Flealeh to rule on ity own authority that any persons of the Chinese race who
“desired to go uutsu}t the boundaries of the ey and county of San Francisco
“would first have tafsubimit to ainocukttion, ilns actlon, ‘which Health De-
plr;mqlt‘ otficials Were L.udul to gnhnu wias both blatantly discrinminatory
and 1”&'& ‘gas, theyhad” A0t ¢ien bothered to inform the mayor .md supgr—
%'ls'nr#), As awell as delL.lIl\ unsound.t

"o e ounterace this mhnn of the De partment of l’ul)lu. Iealeh, o Mre Wong

)
v

Wai breught suit agrainse the de'\rtanr in the United States Distriet Court.
Wong was sucee ssful iiwboth the district courgruling and xuhxuluulrl\ in the
court of '\ppuls and ron May 28, 1900, Public Flealth ofticials were ordered
to cease and desist, ll hetr rulings, the courts quurmncd the presence of
bubonic pllgm ‘2\ Francisco, questioned the Lthpur\ of the type of
inoculation in xrmn, and quutmnud the legality of resericting the inocula-
tions to pu)ph of one race and of acting w ithout proper aathorzation.®

By this oume, however, the San lmmfmu Fxaminer, certain businesstien,
many residents and various officials in San Francisco had become alarmed.
-( onvinced that the Flawaitan otheials had acted correetly in their anti-plaguc
c'mlpm_{n thev ¢ ane to the u)ndusmn that a similar ¢ anps nun should be con-
" ducted in San I rmcnsu) It is to be assumed that reports from Cluna concerning
the progress of th Boxer Rebellion did nothing to lessen their conviction.©
Bringing their L.mlp.nqn to the Board of \upgr\lsnrs healthh ofhicials, led
by Dr, [\m) oyo-and Department Chief Sullivan, were able to convinee this
‘ould be legal and medically efficacious to enforee a qmrmnm
ngnnsf I of Chinatown. It nught be noted that sonwe businessmen at firse
opposcd this move and any further tatk of plague, as thev fele this was searing
off customers and hurtlm,r them financiatly. However, in the end. on May 30
a resolution was passed l)\ the supervisors, who rurnul over the lmplcnunm—
tion of this quarantine to the Department of Public Health, aided by the
police department-"The Department of Public Health succeeded in obraining
an ordinance to close up all businesses in San Francio owned by people of
the Chinese race; Chinatown was then surrounded by ‘th p(»hu. barricades
were put up,-and ¢vervone (except officials of the 1 cpartment of Public
calth, properly fymigatgd mailmen, and a few Christian missionaries) was
orbidden to enter pr lcny[.c the arca: An attempr was mmade (strenuously re-
sisted by the inhabitants) to inoculate evervone within the qu.lrmtmcd area
with the same, questionable inoculagjon used earlier, and- there was even a
uggestmn that Chinatown be razed (afterthe mtmbjtmts were removed): 7!
@ Under these circumstances. the Chinese Lonsul n San ngo, Ho Y u-
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ch'in \Itlllll\lltkl thar llu ity ot San Frmereo’ar et pm\nh “Tood and other
necessities for the lnplml restdents ol the quarananed ALGL I'he fovarnuner,
which gave the quaranune and the Tlealth Deparoment” ies full SUPPOIE, re-
acted most mtavorably to s denmamds Agrecing thar food. way m\pm(.ml
the Fovaminer objec ted to the fashion in “huh thts request was mulL noting
that et i [Hol remember that hey [€hinese] are here on sutferance,
and that we [white ‘\chl’lclﬁ\f fiive some yrounds lnm'mnpl'lili( mir\cl\'cé "“»
In the weantime, various busimessmen raised $:8 500 to gl\c to the Board of
Health ta lulp dedrav the cypynses of the t:ll.ll antine., and ll\dl(.l(L‘ tl eir sup
port for what the Mealth Department was doing % Y ‘ A

There werg several orgamzations and. unln\nlnyll\ who fought to secure
“equal treatment for € hinese and end the quarantine and threats tq destroy
Chinatown. In particulir, the Chinese-consul Flo Yu-ch'in, referred to above,
the Chinese Six Companies, and m 1goo the onlviesisting®™Chinese language:
dailv in San Francisao, the Clume S Yar Po /wmq—y);/ lih-pac) joined
m.uhcl to fight the-ordess of San i I ancisco’s Deplirtment of Public Tealth. 1o

Their tacrigs consisted nt melunu a IL;::JI bafele, pul)hu/m" their cause,.
“and \C.lthan for support “outside of the Chingbe community. In addition,
the Chingse Six Companies hired several dnu( s not connetted with the
Departinent ‘of Public Health to come and. examine the € hinatown area to
see whather or not they found any evidence of blibonic plague. A court order
“had to be-obtained before these doctors were p rnmgul to entet the quaran-
tined agea, but this was spLuhI\ .uunnphxhul : uluc d()(mrs found no evi-

. . NER
dence of plague!t . . \

The purpose of pnl)hu/ln" thetr causee natilf 1I|\ enouglt, was ro increase
st)hdmt\ Wwithin the Chinese commupity. and hclp in both the legal battle
and theit cfforts to gain wider suppart. Awmong the channels they used were
the Chung Sa Yar- Pg. whith wauld reach the: Chinése community, and a
‘San Francisco I ngligh language new spaper rivaf to.the £ xamine rethe Morning
“Call.-one of whose reporters attended a pul)lf(1 strategy session, convened by,
the Chihese Six C “ompanies and agreedd to pnnt‘ their criticisms of the I)qurt-
ment of Public Tlealth. The reporter, who nfsted ‘the cxpngbhsncss of the
enaction of the quarantine as w cil '{.S-HIC hardsh ip, it imposed on those living in
the qu1r1 tincd agea,. also pul)luvcd the court case the Chinese Six Com-

dnies was bringing against the Public Tealth I)Lpunm.nr T1le further noted
that the Chinese community agreed that if Tegal channcls were ot effective

-, in ending the’ qlnr.mnnc f()ru would be used. 12

‘\pwrt from the'sv mpathcm report pul)hshcd‘;ﬁ(ﬂthc Morning Call, support
from outside the, Chinese commumity came primarily- from. various ministers
11nd church greups who had missions in_the Chinatown aréa. T hey gonvéncd
-a meeting to' declare their public shpp()rt of rthe Chinese cmnmumry, alt
h.lVan‘ sent rcprucnntn ¢s - to the 1f0rcmcntmncd Chinese Six Compamc’s
‘meeting and been convinced of the 1mrncss of the Chincse cause. “Thet the
church ar‘ipq would send rcprcscnmtlvcs to_the ceting probably hadinuch
to do with the pei su‘lsl\'cncs\ of their colleagues, the Chinese Christian preach-
ers of San Francisco, one of whom named Wu Pan-chao (Ng Puon Chcw)



van the Chang Sar Yar Po wlhich-avas ardently and actovely pledged to uphold

the Chinese cause'?
Uhe legal bartle was feught on two fronts, On the one hand, \Wu T ing-tang,
Chinese Minister to the United States, presented ther cause o the federal

T government, while on the local level, the Chinese Siy Companies hired the
Amnrerican Lawyer, Samuel M. Shortridge, to take their case through the local

courts, These various efforts resylied in suceess: on June 1g, 1900, Wu Ting-,

fang notiticd the Chinese Six Conipapies, Consul Ho.and the Chung Sai Yat

Ny

antine conld be etfected withont the perniwsion of the lGovernor of California,
:\ccnnlingl:\', the quaranting was hifted, Chinese l)llsill\t‘.\h‘t".\ allowed tor re-open,
and no burning took placea A few days Liter. the local judge also ruled in
their favor, and the issue preteyv much Lid to rese'

N The positive aspecty in this rather negative cpismlc included the tinal
\ trivmph 6f justice through the judicial process, the federal government's
-\ dctermination to enforce due process, gnd the mutual sympathy and interest
evident in the rc'lntion,s'hip bérween the Chinese community and leaders of
ic. nof-Chinese. church congregations of San Francisco. In another instance
of cgntact. the question of cqual nighes for all citivens arose, dn spite of the
Ung#tl States government’s ruling that Ppeople of thesChinese race could hot
> naturalized citizens, a small numiber of American citizens were of the
ee. This cammeabout through their hemng born in the United States:
B, 10 1902 1t was decided that persons of the Chinese racel who had
en born or lived for many _\"Ml(\vm prior to 1400 were alsp
States” citizens, That this naturalisson rule dould be circumvented/is
o edem®Bhstrated by the Amcerican government's decision to deport one st
vs.‘\'\-at'iﬁién.who entered a Congressional race in Flawaii against a white Americah,
_— \Tliis opponent declared the Chinese-American could not prove his long resi-
D e 'q‘c, had thcrcfm'c,illcg;iﬂy obtained citizenship, and could not rightfully
v TR part in the Congressional race. Deporeation procécdings wgre subse-
%&}r( uently begun against the Chinese-American, and, ot coumse. he was disharred
7 flr()m the Congressional race.'®
“The case of people of the Chinese race born in the continental United States
should have presented no question. However in tgt, the California legislature
dttqpnptc(l to pass a bill i hing it illegal for Amernican citizens of the Chinese
race to vote in Californiaelections. In response. San Francisco’s T ung-vinan
Hui, an organization of Chir'cse-Americans, sent two members to Sacramento
e to, ;{ttcmpt to defeat the bill, The two chosen tp go were Ljn Hua-yao and
Huang Po-vao, the latfer, il-l(‘illt‘ll(;l”l bemea mc{nhcr of the 'If'ung-meng Hui,

. . v A - . . -
They were able to olytain the support of various legislators ard through them

get permission to address the ].cgislnti\'c ;\.s\L'mhl_\'r In their afldress, they told
the Assemblymen thae the proposed voting hill violated the fideals of justiee;
Huang pointed out that it also violated articles fourteen and fifteen fof the
California constitution, Sl\()x‘fl_\' afterwards, at least in part as a result of their
cfforts, the bill was defedded in the lcgislntu%; Once again, the potential
responsiveness of the American system and at least a minimum of American
/

s9
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Po that the federal.govermument had wired San Francisco to say that the actions
of the Department of Public Heabth were arlntrary apd unjust, and no quar-
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oflice holders o the chmnds of justice was damonstrated o the Chinese
cominunity. ¢ ‘ i

There are various other instances of pmiti\'c contact berween Aln_cric:ms
and the Chinese community in San Francisco. One of these comprises the
rclntiunship between non-Chinese Americans, and a Chimese puliricnl party,
the Pao-huang lui. Perhaps it might be well, tirst, to give a bricf outline of
the relationship between Americans and the principal leaders of this-urganiza-
tion, K'ang Yu-wei and Liang Ch'i-ch’ao. .

In 1899, Kang Yu-wei fivst tried to-come to the United States to ask this
governnent for the military and diplomatic support necessary to return power
‘in China to the I\'lmng—hsii'l".mpcrm' and re-install K'ang as™ his advisor.
Knowing of the Chinese Exclusion treaty berween China and the United States
and realizing that he did not have the rchisitc documents with which to effect
entry to Ighis country, he first sought to-obtain the support of the United
States Miister to ‘Tokvo, This official refused K’ang's Tequest, although he

~did write to the,State Departinent to inform them of K'ang’s prominence and

the purpose of his projected visit. ! . .
Next, K'angwent to Canada and tried to cross the bordet there. Although
given a very warm welcome by Canadian officials, from Prime Minister
Lauricr on ‘duwn7 and although the Unired States consul in Vietoria was
quite anxious to convinee Washingron to pcrmit K'ang to enrer the United
States, the Departineat of the Treasury (which at that time exercised juris-

~Ndiction over the master) was-admmane in its gefusal, probably more out of

consideration for his race than his politics. A second attempt towards the
end of the vear also failed. 8 )

In 1903, after hranches of the Pao-huang Hui had been established through--

out the United States, Kang again tried to enter this country and this tine
& o -

succeeded, although primarily due to the actions of the aforementioned

United States consul to Victoria;who this time did not consult with Wash-
ington before permitting Kang to enter. Once in the United States, however,
Kang was feted by mayors, governors, and other state and local officials.
He generally received exceltent press coverage. and ‘was even granted an
interview by President Theodore Roosevele (as well as Secretary of State
‘John Fay). In both the somewhat quasi-legal method of his entry, his sub-,
sc%ucnt enthusiastic reception by the American press and state and local
officials. and his reception by Roosevelt and John Hay, K'ang was but re-
peating the pattern already established by Liang Clv'i-ch'ao in Liang's 1903

~visit to the United States. After spcndirig several 1onths in this country,

K'ang went to Mexico where he was warmly reccived by President Diaz, 19
~In 1906, he desired to return to this country via New Orleans, a port hith-
ertofore closed to Chinese, but this privilege was not accorded to him. In
addition, his:personal request. to President Roosevelt that substantige changes
be made in the new, internal Chinese Fxclusion laws then in effect in the,
United States met only a véry limited response. K'ang did, in fact, return to
the United States where he now had various business investments and wealthy
American friends as well as his political party, but once dgain, his ‘entrance
was somewhat ck:ndcsrinc: he entered at New York upon the permission of
the Chinese Inspector there, which official reported K’ang’s entry to the De-
’ ho ° ¢

;
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partment of the Treasury only after Kang dud linded. This time, there do
not seem to have been any pn.ulu in his honor as there werean gos, and
although he rerained the support of ong of his most inflncurial fricnds
(Charles Ranlere Fline, the © father of the trusts™). American officials on the
whole scemn to have lost INLCrest in |llll), a pateern also (Immuuucd l»\' Ins
subscquent rrlps 20

Some reference should also be made at tJus pont conceruing K ang Yiu-wel
and Homer Lea. Although Lea's LS(.lP.NlLS on behalf of a glnnuc in China
have been discussed by others. it miglit be pmntui out that the facr that a
romantic, militarily in¢ llnul and ph\ steally handie: 1}1})(([) C 1hfmmm should
so enthusiastically espouse the caunse of the Pao- huang Hui as lnng as it re-
maincd militant. to the point of organizing and training an avmy for it is
-perhaps snnpl\ an extrenic ex .mlplc “of the interest many Californtans hul mn
- the political sicuation in China. "This interest, pcnlnps urcatest in the period
1898 tl\l()lldl 19os. is attested o in part by the reaction of the non-Chinese
community in San Francisco to the Pao-hnang Tui rhcnc and by the reaction
of other ‘\mcru..ms to San I‘pancisco’s Pao- lm.m«r Hui.*

When. in 19oo. Liang Ch'i-chao’s relative Liang Ch'i-tien entered the
United States and went to Californix to. help establish branches of the Pao-
hmnu Hui there, Wu Tling-fang asked rthat the Dcp.lrrm(nt of Smrc sec that
I.nnq be expelled on the qrmmds of being an .uz\f\tor and insurgent,” enemy
of the Chinese government. The State l)cp.n rmcr‘t thereupon asked the Scere-
tary of thc Trusur\ to launch an inv estigation, who reterred the matrer to
the San' lr"mc'sca Collector of Customs. This official refused to take any
action against Li tang Ch'i-t’ ien. and went on to accuse Minister Wu of hcmq
an interested party hose allegaraions should snmpl\ be ignoved. ln rcsp()nsc
-the investigation was drnppcd 22

Furthermore. in- r9oo. the Uriited Starés Minister to Peking agreed ro for-
ward a telegram from the San Francisco branch of the Pao hmmr I1ui to the
Kuang-hsii Emperor on the oceasion of the litter’s birthday, in spite of the
fact that the Pao- huang Hui was proscribed in China and the L'mperor ini-
prmoncd in his palace. Various Americans (several ocal peopl®and a Wash-
mgtnn lawyer) also attended the Kuang-hsit I mpcrnrs “birchday dinner”
qwcn bv San“Francisco’s Pao- h\mnrr Hi in 1900, gIving spuchcc m supporr
of that organization, and the Fpceror, That this interese on the part of Ameri-
cans was not confined to the vear 1goo or to San Francisco is demonstrated
by the attendance of justicu from the Uhited States Supreme Conrt and lower
courts as well as various Conqrcssmcn and others at a dinner given by the

Pao-huang Hui in New York in 1903; once again, several of these Americans
gave Specchce in praise of the Pao-huang Hui and the Kuang-hsit Emperor,
Flmllv, in March of 1903, when the w cqlth\ businessman and manager of
San Francisco's Pao- hnang Hui, Clien Min- sheng went to W .1shlntrt(nn D.C.,
he was granted an interview with President Theodore Roosevelt, At this
interview, he mentioned the srrcnrrth of the Pao-huang Hui (over 2.500.000
members) and its wealth, but rather than suqnccrmrr that the moncy might
be used to field an armyv in China. he said it should be dC\ cloped thmuuh :
investments in banking and streetear Tines.2? -

Members of the Pao-hu: ang Hui were not the only. Chinese to ol)t"un,thc
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car of Anicricaits. The Rev. Wu Pan-chao, a Presbyeertan minister and
owner-operator-translator of San Franciseo’s Chung Sai Var Po was trgqmnrl\'
invired to speak before non-Chinese audiences, usualiv by chureh groups or
socicties interested in inrernatiohat atfairs and th C lunl trade. In addition, in
n)m arnd "H'” in 19os, he undertook @ national tour, as representative of

San Francisco’s Chinese Six € nm}nmcs and otlier groups, which evenrually.

led him to address the House of I{Lp‘lucnrm\ ¢s In Washingron, DC., in an
attenupe to modify the Chinese Fxchusion laws: In chis ateempt, he had only
limited success, bt iy have done beteer than Klang \lu wet In any case, he
was not only asked to address Americans, bur was feted and .1ppl.mdui by
them and his American hosts even, on oceasion, sent carriges to the min
station to meet him if he were Arriving from out of rown.>f b

But what abour Sun Yar- s, who also made several rours of the United
States between rgoo and 1g11® Sun seems to have been QLH(I.]”\ gnored by,
the Fnglish laingruage press with rhe exce prmn of the enthusiastic Ln\'crmc he
reccived by the SJ// Frapcisco Examiner in 19o4. He did manage to win the
lovalty of Tlomer Lea (.md the Chinese eaders Tea was rrumn") awav from
?m Pao- lmmtr Huoiand K ang Yu-wer; by the md of 1905, Lea was dchmrcly
disallusioned with K’ ang and by 1908, he was actively soliciting moncy to

nance Sun's rmulunnnn‘ attempts, Finallv, in 1906, Sun’ ncqmrcd rhc cnp-'

irt of another \mcnc.m Paul Myron \Vclhnntnn Lincharger, who did im-
portant \\orl\ n terms of fund- rn\m(r organizing, and mnllmcnco acnvmcs
from then nnrll Sun’s death in 192 ;. Bur Sun was never gr.mrcd an interviéw
with President Theodore Roosey Lh’ or any other Amicrican president, and
he never addressed @ session of Congress or a state legislature, he was not
reccived by governors and mavors, nnd onhy rarely spole before an American

audience. This was undnuhrull\' p]rrl\' deliberate: an Yat-sen was a pro- -

fessiomal revolutionary, and’a sceretive man. Ie mav also h1\c shogavn that
Ameriean audiences were uninrerested in a mm who had such difieuley ob-
t"unmgr the support of the Chinese communiry. C

These, then, arc the major instances of positive contact.berwedn Amiericans
and Chinese in America, particularlv in San Francisco. A fefwv ()thcrs of \a
mncclhnu)us type nutrhr be mentioned here, before going on cgrarive

contact between the two commuitics, In 1900, forthe first time, an American -

presiderit ( Theodore R(mscvclr) visited San Franciseo’s Chinatown, qlthmlgh
he turned down all invitdtions by the major Chinese organizations there to

mect-with them. The San Francisco law firinof erd«rcr and "Stidger. (headed

‘h\ Oliver P, Stidger) is said to have hclpul Sun Yar- sct draft a national con-
"~ stitution for (‘hmn \1rmm Amcrican companics were interested enough in
their Chinese customers to advertise in the Chinese- language newspapers (for
example. Wells Fargo Bank. Pacific Stearnship (“nmpwm, and Oriental and
Occidental ‘irmmshlp (“nmpm\) some also had Chinese managers drawn
‘from the local Chinese communities to handle the affairs of their fellow coun-
strymen. Various American lawvers w orked v 1lmntl\ to protect the rights
of Chincse and the Chinese conmunitics. And, of course, it mav be presumed
that some of the contact between the Chinese consuls, rhc Chinese Minister to

. .



* Washington, and thecAmerican government was of qsatisfactory and pnsitivc
nature.26 ~ ' ' . :

The major and continuing arca of negative contact begween Amerieans and
“Chinese in the Amicricas conceined attempts to exclude Chinese from the
Americas and to mistreat thenvonee theyiwere herel Inthe peripd 18gs-1911,
most notoriows instances of this were the Chinese exclusion treaty and fows
of the United States. These in turn led to the Chinese hoyeott of American
goods, a movement that overseas Chinese in the Americas, and in particular,
overscas Chinese in San Francisco were deeply involved in {or the purpose
of this paper.a general account of the boyeorr and the role of San Franciseo's
Chinese comnuniey in it shall sutfice,

The firse stage in the movement culniinated by the boveort of American
goods began in“igoo and 101, wihen the Chinese commuinities and Chinese
officials in the Unired States tirst ealled on the (fll'ing cowrt to ler the inuni-
gration treaty with the United Stares Fapse in rgog, an negerite a more
favorable one to replice te In1gog, the Chinese government did mdeed norify
the United States that it wanted a new treaty, ‘Thenin ooy the treaty fapsed
and while a new anc was being negotiated, the Unired States Congress passed
internal laws that, in effect, re-insticuted all the features of the former treaty,
In addition, China and the United States were not able to come to any agree-
mene on a new treaty, primarily heeanse the American government’s deter-
-mination - to perpetuate Chinese C\q‘lusinn was niet by the Chinese govern-
ment's demand thar some relaxation'in immigration restrictions be accorded.
In 1905, negotiations were hrolen off completely, and various groups of
Chinese merchants, students, and laborers in China as well as overseas Chinese
in the Americas called for and instituted a boveort of American goodh. At
first, the Chinese government supported then, but after several weeks® this
support stopped. Various circumstances caused the original boyrott move-
ment to become fragmiented. and in fact, by 1906 it was evident that the
movement had losc its impetus and failed in its aint to cause substantive change
in the American acticude towards Chinese immigration and treatment of”
Chinese in the United States.2” " '

One of the principal organs through which the opposition of the Chinese
communitics to Chinese exclusion was aroused and organized was the Chincse
language newspaper. the Chung Sai Yar Po. This newspaper and its -chief
cditor, the Presbyterian minister Wu Pran-chao werg, the same ones involved
n the fight against San Francisco’s Department of Public Health in 1900,
discussed earlier. Until mid-1¢oz. it was the only Chingse language newspaper
published in the continental Americas which ventured beyond therealm of
commercial news and advertising into politics and news reporting.” Backed

_ by the Chinese Christian community, on friendly: terms with the Chi-kung
. t"ang (the Triad organization in the Americas), able to persuade large Chinese
and American firms to purchase advertising spﬂcc. the Chung Sai Yat Po
had-ggcess to as well as influence in the Chinese Six Companics and cven in
en other Chinese’ language newspapers had been founded in the
#fical United Stares, it boasted the largest circulation of them-all 28
inc of 1goo, less than six months after its founding, the Chung Sai Ya
osed that China should refuse to discuss a new trade treatywith, the '
oy
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United States until that ¢bunery had agreed to remove g ration restrictions

on Chinese and accord Chinese i the United States better treatment. This
suggestion, however, fad no visible effect on the course ‘of cvents. In 1gor,

ahen the Catiforni Assembly began discussing wans of making the enfry of |

Chinese into that state more dikicult, the newspaper expressed outrage. It also
agreed to publicive the cause and progress of a soctery nrg;‘l_ni'/cd in the lare
summer of that _\'L.‘:Il' whose purpose wils to agitate in favor of the United
States pcrmirring' Chinese who had li\"cd in the United States sinée their cluld-
hood to become naturalized American citizens. The founder of this society,
the ua-ch't Tang-hen 1 fui was a Mr b lsha b noted/that he, did not want
to overturn the exchision laws, but only foree the American govermnent to
in fact fultill the articles of s immigration treaty with China, The Chung
Sai Yat Po was also quick to point out that many businessimen in Sacramento
did not favor the ant Chinese attitude (M California Assembly, fearing
that this would destrov lggcir market in China, This possible link between
i

American trade opporty tics in China -and s more liberal attitnde towards

Chinese immigration was noted on morce than one oceasion in the news-

pnpcr.“’

On the more active side, the Chinese Christian community decided SOMCt
one should be chosen to nake a mational tour to inform both Amercan an
Chinese aundiences of the need for change i the immigrnrinn restrictiong,
and the pnrcnri;ll Chinese had, for contributing to the American society :ll}'d
system of government. The man chosen to make the tour was Wu Pran-chao,
sirice he was one of the founding editors, it may be prcsumcd that the Chung
Sai Yat Po gave him its full l):\él;iX\g. The various regional associations (hhi-
kuan) members of San Francisco's Chinese Six (Tomp-.nﬁcfx'. mve their support
and volunteered financial contributions for this.project. but the bulk of the
funds and all of Wu's fr:\\'clin':r companions came from-San Francisco’s Pres-
byrerian church. Presbvrerian being the denomination, in which Wu wps a
prcnchcr. The heavy Christian influence is further shown by the func‘g);ons
and background of his traveling companions: two were to sing hvmnsjand

. . . . “ s i
recite pocis, wherceas the third was the Amengan teacher of Enghsh clsses

in the Presbyrerian church located in San Francisco's Chinatown,
While Wi was on his tour, the Chung Sai Yar Po undertook a long serjes of
articles designed to answer all ghe arguments advanced in favor of Chinese

exclpsioni The newspaper continued its editorial artack aganst Chincge ex-

Jeldsion throughout the rest of 1001 and all of*igoz (and. indeed. bevond). by

the suminer of 102 on oceasion linking the United States’ treatment of

“Chingse with the faet that Chinese (Flan) were a subjugated race and calling

for revolution tor correct this. Tt also took jr npon itself to transiate and
publish all Taws relating to the immigration quéstion. cxplaining all the difficult
fegal points involved in these laws. Finally. it gave good coverage to the
objections of the Chinese Ministers to the Uhnited States (first Wu T‘ing;f:mz.
then Sir Liang Chieng) to the exclusion laws.™ o

By the middle of 1603, considerable (;ppnsiri()n to the renewal of the im-

migration treaty and the principle of cexcluding Chincse had developed in

the Chincse community. In Ocrober of that vear. the Chincse Six Companics

in San Francisco formally decided to favor a termination 00 the humigration
03 ‘
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~eourts to rule on their constitutionaliey *°

treaty in [CIXNAY hen the treaty was due to come up for review. Two days
later, a meeting of Samlrancisco’s Chinese( hristian community was ¢, ded. .
At s munm‘ it was decided that the enisnng treaty, would have o be
mnodified so as to guarantee betrer treatment for Chinese in the United States,
to permit Chinese missionaries (Christian and Buddhist), to come to the
United States to proselvtise, and tinallve thae the term “Laiborer™ (kung D
used in the treary must be redetined so as to enable more Chinese to enter the
United States. One of the ministers, a dclc”'m from Canaada, suggested that
if the United States proved unwilling 1o so modify the, treary, all trade be
tween China and the United States should be cut off: and in any case, the
nmjority agreed that no rreaty was better than the then- evisting treaty, The
dtlu'm from Canada (Chien Yao Can) urocd the San Francisco Christians
to l»c most active in this cause: he noted that when Canada sotight to impose
a1 $500 head tax on all Chinese entering Canada. the %'mulim branch of the
Chinese Six (nmpmlu had not pm\nlul any bur the waekest opposition,
whereas the churches had been most voeal and united. Unfortunateiy, the
uppmmnn of the Canadian Christians had come too Tage 1o be of any usc.

The San Francisco Christians closed the me crm(r with the motion (I\\n Minister,

Liang (‘hcng be notified of their opposition, organization, :ind resolotions,
lm.lll\, in November, while Liang ClUi-cho was in San Franciseo, the
Chinese merchants in that ciry held a series of meetings that he attended in
which they drew up pcrmnns to the Chling court, the governor-general of
l.mng IKwang, and other othicials saving that exchusion should be Lndul and
that the restrictions against laborers were unfair. Both T, ang and the editor
of Hawaii’s official Pao- hmang TTui newspaper agreed with these prn}msmnns
The editor in Hawaii fnrrlur wrote to the San Francisco merchants to suggest
that a boveott of American goods be instituted to foree the United States to
change its policy.33 ' . .

In spite of these protests. although the (luncsg government did tell the
L'mtcd States it desired to negotiate a new treaty rather than continue the old
one, on the American side little was.done to mndlt\ the ()l)]t((l()(lll)lt features

of the treaty or the w av in which itwas enforeed. Tn addition. in the sprm(r of y

1904, the Chung Sai Yat Po noted that in fact, Chinese merchants in San”
Francisco had no effective organization. The churches also seem to have let
their anti-exclusion organization dic from disuse. Te was not until the old
treaty had lapsed, the Undted States Congress gnacted a set of internal excla-
sion laws, and negotiations for a new treaty had been broken off by thc
Chinese government that there was any further cffective attempt on tl@c part
of San Francisco's Chinese community to influence the course of events.

"By this time, the idea of a hn\'cmt ‘had been picked up in China but had
died in San Francisco. In fact, the first reaction in San Francisco to the news
that negotiations had been abandoned was a move on the part of the Chinese
Six (‘omp inies and the actmg consul in San Francisco to raisc money for the

legal defense of any Chincse nrrcsrcd under the newly ‘enmacted’ internal

Chinese exclusion l.l\q\ﬁ More slgmhcmtl\ the Chinese Six Compnanies re-
quested that people deliberately violate these laws in order to cnable the

»
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o 11:15.“""“'\.'- It iw\\ as not unal carly ,l‘llltl ’l ut the (.lanQ( :1.\ _(.mn
N F'l‘:"“"“"" u].]l('l.’l”:\' annoynced that '“\'L‘l'.\("l\ (Alll.llt\t. Ill'lll('
SRS, \\,Unld participate i the l,_())-('wxlf movernene, In the ”‘."l“.tunc.
. ' ne had urged thar chis move be taken, nost prominen
8 Wlhich were the Chionrg Sar Yar Po, San l‘l‘:!:lt'i\cn\ o “.‘I‘“'“(]lim'st'
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ing the support of the Chinese Communigies for the l"{\‘mrr.

the g i o Compantes proceeded ro found a speeqy] ()rg;mi'/,:lrinn 10 Co-
“"tlin.n'.lcxc S qetivities, Called the Ann 7lil'c:lr,\',s”fit‘r\' (( ﬁl\ll',"”c‘ll ']‘hllllg‘
chy . il( 'b”.‘,'c.““ “otfigers consisted of representafives from the various {ocal
l"l.\u L\\: \.“’”g;?\i””cnh. To these fourteen nfﬁcifll.\' were sogn added one repre-
seny, iv _L“"l' lﬁ,“m rhe Pao-huang Flui, the (Iluh-kl'mg i ig. cach newspaper
the ‘l: cach 1 yat Poothe Tai Tung Yar Po ov Ta-rupy fib pao. and the
oy, '.jml'q :SJI ’ en-Iving Pav), and every church, for f rotal of twenry-
thre, “_”QI” “.,{(,m' otheers. Contributtons W ere soon (urrllt'“'“i”g. and
»““Cic;,l twentd active for several months, The American government

com remines
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ang Ned unwil

N fingness to relax the exclusion provisions and the Weakening

che movement in China all helped to lessen the effeCtiveness

n]5‘ . . .
of the g.,mn~ “,flci*cn.Hrg:nnmrmn by the end of 1005, In additbn, 2 ighe de-
VL‘I()de';] Fra n the Chung Sai Yat Po and Chih-kung ¢yng (and its news-
. et . : 5 & .
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. - B (8
E:: tlltcn(nfﬁillllljl;ung tang and the (.‘l;;,;(.q Sai );Az:' Po prq-\l'"““blf.‘; espoused
ore o dical- cgalitanan view. In any case, by the spring .0 1906, the
: C;ul.lcrrcr‘ A brief :lr.tcmpr n 1907, once pgain .\l_lPP“rtcd h_\:
ng Sai Vil [f(}. was m:}dc to reinsticure rhc.b(f)‘ﬁ‘{rr and revive the Anej!
. S'(, :'ct\' in San Francisco, bu.r n()rhlng came (’f. 1t.38 S
Ich c:,“ be Icnranl fnup,rhcsc 1ncid.cnrs coinc]cr‘mng rh'c rcl:}rmnslnp_ !)c-
Vthe (versers Chinese in the Americas and rl]l(\ ‘:\mcncnn wmn{mnmcs,
Oneerping e FEP of political action nm‘hf} : 't‘ly to be fﬂ‘.’?flﬂe‘f‘)_v the
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patheric hearing: In 1900, 'rhc n“n'Chmc;—,c,C urches in San .Far?CI§co
sed gfyeir AW presunabla purely out offan active inrerest N secing
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justice prevail, umu\ll all e ¢ I,r.li”"“ O NG contiast ta the Boxer

Rebellion ins( Iunl
In 1gos5. the attitude of (B¢ ( jl‘l‘i\ » e hey In, 1 misstonartes m the Uore -
States towsards the qm\ll"” ut ‘“" v L""”‘l Wi ore Cquivoe able mdv
lacked the unammig and ¢#90d Peat s
favorablv disposed 1ow and= "ll\( !
businessimen, especially the™ iy do
wis i l‘l\llll of self-nterest e blve
did put some me mnw!\ll [’“\\n,
tended to be ¢ 1]»11(1()11\ ol ly
differed signicantly from th'\\v
be comnted on as reliable attes

ot |\1( "'““P ot \merican maost
gl’ A'n Festpictions were \penean
Gl rade. Thar sympaths

Uy ui hA'(, s even thoueh they coull and
e 1O frovernment, ther support

e ll‘”' e, g thar ]nllu rarny Hul'
e ane! ch Inese ¢ uy lll( v unll‘ I not
i ght .. onns . ,
: o ll"’ W ophe China tiade was such

simall pereentage ot Amertt I Ty ‘r 11' r“h, the ctleet of the boyveon
and the tsue of a boyeot! Wy ”( ove™ e Fhe oveweas: Chinese
communities were ayeare of 1le \k“'“ ¢ t '“\‘ problems. particularly of the
fact that Amercan pusine” ”H~., ! O Preserye the Ching puarhet. by

[
facr. mfluenced by the over 'l 1\\ ! i "’ the \In CONCerTng the poten
tial of the China trade. the '“nv\_ ey seern go- e aver estinated
the etfecr a lm\ cott’ \\m\l‘l \( L it St ates.

Finallv, m 1911, those i!“'“l\-“ -(,hti”'! the I‘r"l“‘“({ stare votine bill
do not seem o have greractcs vy w1 sUPPORE fro e any gronp or grovps
in the American conppunity™ I{LI\ e o | !’ "‘“\\Iulu( of antd the Califorma

v

Assemblymen’s respect fof “'n\tl L Ii‘“- any ;[ﬁ( \\IH]‘HIl\ of a fow
individual legislatory, they "”'Hukt”“, Jefert the proposition. It can be snd,
then. concerning these thre® m N, A “1‘,‘1 n'“ 'I\n the initial indication that

! O Miepees between the Chinese

a real bond of tl‘and\hII) or
O ey uight develop had. by

community and clements in the Meric
1911, prmcd abortive, HoY v 1?r P Stees wstem of governiment
‘ 1yos, from the Immr of view

scems to have remained ru}’ "‘\l ) lmn("‘
of the Chinese conppunitic™ 1t \\ I”(, ety S onsive cnough. In this
ng.\rd lcqql appe; als seem €9 h.\\ i en M wre ‘chn;m'c than the ;munpt to
apply economice and poliric?’ Preg

Sure.
As for what these mcldt"r r“\( ‘Im ,n(””' Nu yossthle types of polited
(
CO e ul’” Utic 5 it is inreresting that in all

”"\muﬂ'“

activity liable to .1})})011 tot ;
deg,. Mese ¢ .t
three cases. when acrion was £, q ‘,cc-““"r 1¢ ideq of salving the problen)
through the American judic? s nEE ems 10 by ‘I(rtrumndmls appeal.
] Vit ¢ e

Lawvers were hired. lcml (n,(l tem :;ﬂ,rln' ) precedent potnted to, and
dlplrmntlc ¢hannels cmplnv‘v‘ onst o ar Was g show that the acrion de-
sired by the protagonjsts (t he Q) 1AL SO holc or portions of
it) was to uphold the law. ¥ h'(] { hc n \u,]m(l by elements outside
of the Chinese commumnity. Cth€™ it an be said thar the initial
reaction appears cotsery ative (t],. q}‘f it rcnnmcd within the confines

of the existing social: md 1n<f"“t|(,n ' rr,,crl' " bur glso that it shoted great
al s

optirnism cnnccrmng the ¢ “m\ - 1N 'crk‘nr in the American sy “ster
of government. Thik secont Pn,n rrh “Mephering because afrer all,

the American sv stem of ]usf"Q in s rcspc"" Was fundamentally different
from the Chinesé. ome : S
The preceding instances

|

!

'“-“'\‘ ‘Vm]c(l Thiye the inttial reaction of the

s re
i S
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over all Chinese commuy o thise acnvely mterested mothe }n'('\'.uhng
conflicty \rl';nM be moditied by tess convervanve forees, tor exanple, the

Chiese Chistians Fuen these more Miadieal” elements, however, wanted
to renenn \\nlnn the u»nhm-r. of the Nwenean svstem thev 'mm'hl more to
change the Jave (o1 s evecution) than subvert i L he iristians ‘nlhlll\ felt
that their adopton of anore AWestern set ot valites, as u‘ncwmul by thewr.
rehimon, ln«ullnl\ t]lll[lll(tl them to deal i\ the Western environment. In
Ay (\(Ill.llll voad the Chimese Viencans ¢t isto say snanve born Amer-

cans of the Chinese acer appear to have heen amony the most active and
perhaps least Cormervatine nn mlul\ ol the Chimese”™ communtty. .

FOOTNOTES

ESanee ob the pablefed wor s de b warh the Nercan recopnion of t Chinese, Tandd
Comdhitrons 1 e Corneng . ot |4Q( overso s Chimese methe Vmeneas melude Kwang
Chang T, Drerseors o GO v a Hineorcad Faany ml{ Bitliowraply cCanbrudge
Iy ad Ennvceany Presong o ppe s o0 B T, o\l 1 ar, and Phabp Chov.

cde, 4 oy of the Chieowe o Calibreia, a ' Svlladze oSan Franaseo Chimese Ths
torn ] Socrcny of Nmerie ooy, Ganther Barthy Breter Serenerh o Cabiridgre Harvard
Uiy ety Pross, ooy, Rowe Flum Lee, Tie Clieve in theUnited Stares ot slerica
cHaonglony Flonghopye Tonersary Do, oo Robert Mo Clelan, The Heatkben Chlinee
Clevchind Ohio Sore Unoversiny Peess, 10010, Vietor Gooand Breet de Bary Nee, Long-
tinre Californ (Pantheon Baoka 1o=0) Aleyander Saxton, T'he In\(npulmlh Fonfmy:
Foador aond ¢l Ao Clinese Mocement on Calitornic cBerkeley Universiny of Califpron
l’n-w,/nn,;:‘.( Bon Kooang nan Mo clou Hauaecolao Tlung ¢l Histors af the Over:
oy € livese e abe oo ONGw Yorl Ohvorveas Clunew Culture Publishing Co
voso and Tang Chd-claa, Hin radu Yeechi o Record of a Trip to the New World), "
Shea Nun Tune ted Y, Clin i Clunrg ke okib Quae teung & o Pe rm {ical ot Daocurnne nes
o Koo Clirese I{z\'wr\ v uh g UNG o,

ST O ebao Hlan o Deopoosv=and ppo s e, and (" teve Sai Vg Poo Clhung 1

«

I;" VR (IR, pesand Novesher g, e poe

v Gl “Ha wer i Yo oo Record of o Fropoto Hawawe ™ Vo peorg okl
Vs Collece W vmomn s heedrrsbers Nesedion - Chuan =, pp.asSsaen, Toretta

CU O Panes U ERC Clneee Revolmion e Nennanias andd Moanmg e Hnem” cunpuby

Bshed Bonors B8 icas Universine of Plas i moas vy p ooy and 30 o g, and Chung

Kun N WS Scoeny e Yearo o Horeadi cHooghog Costsorana Pretoral Publishers -
Y h

o

Tyt -, Py otes (KA
S Fravcioce Feanmer, \‘.l}' VRN TR TR - i}
Ihid : : ‘
SRaee of the buvnesoee meladed Willbun Sprouled John FL Mernll, and T W 1|\nn
CUinied States Armv o Sce Evaneeeer, Mav 2o, 10000 pe 14 At one time, the pro- (|ulrl|mn(
forces even bad an wdiser from the Hlonolulu Board of Pdblic H«,llm who had heen acuve

n Hnnnh lo's it phague © mlpw'n Sce Feeminer, June i 1go0, poos.

T Evrminer, Ly rgovo00, pon; M o0 g0 ez Mavisn, 1e0o, p w June 1 g0, p.
and p.osy S Francisen K:rmnc ( Sl junc o, 1goo, p, 1, n\ul Crung Sas Yat Po, June .6,
100, ‘\ 3. ~ I - \ &y

s Evamieer, Pditoghal, June 30 1too0, poorg \
v hid o and June o000, plog. - )

g Sai Var Poo June tagen, po:and June z, l()(;v, p- ;\
Vighlorning Call, Juae o, vedo, pos, and Framsiner, June =0 rgha, poe.
e S2 Var Poo Tane 1oooo, pooz June toigoo, poot luvu O, tgoo, pp.1-z; and
\Iunvizw Call. June o, 1goo, poos.
”'hl .
n( Fang Sai Yar Po. June 14 n,«m p- ot June to oo porian
Irm frer, Mav o, 1goo, poe
Sl Sai Vat Po, M, 1th o0 toon, poorand March 18, 1903, p.

i Stao-nien Clune-Keo of cu-pao, Februars s o, pe 2 and
xS

June 2z, 1900, poorsand

February 2q, o o2
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g poang Feg W Y |Hm,.rV.l/v/'\ T T e N R R S RSt
Nt Prose rgneopoc g ot trons Joope TE P Horadd b ncd o o o, Fodog
to John Phoy  Secretay of State, Ve he o asog o Torter woth el o toenns Nbaodh an
FoSomth, Uned Seaos Conma, Victona to Tlan Fhonoe W Oradho A b ome S ooty
at State, \}‘Il' o tvo hoth o the abov e anclosros o T oocar toebe vt tromn Do o,
Todeal and Diplomnge Records Diveaon, Narcenal Nechices o Reconds Savee, e
cenved June g, g

Nobad relogranm trons W o ROoGo to Secretany ot vhe Frovana, Jalv gy sy and
telegran tronn Nsasrant Secretary otrthe Trcvany ta Wilson R Gy, Vet 1 ovgg, hath
of ltr above, Coclosures imcleteer to rthe anghior trom Noavonod Nrchuv e, o 5 g1 and
Robert A orden, A Cluneae Retormer m boade the Nonth N o P of the Tl

sof }’Am: N own, 18gy gy, renple deatt ompuablihied PhD vhoa, Guoorecronn Ui

sty g chaprer s oppos o \
T b ve Armentrout, U \nenie m ln\ul\(vm'll e Chiness Resobinonny Vot
TGS 1y (l‘;||n||x||\hn| VPN thesis, Calitonn ;)\l e Ul vy Fhavae e g haptes

Lppe 42 on and chaprer o, |‘I‘ (g

Wi hd

thad For nmne on lln ver Lo e Catl GhchaDosbl o b o Caerame € veion WSy
of the (./I‘u'\.’ Revointro ol ondon and New Yerh VoGang T Boae Co o, I
and Fredegrek ¢ hapin, “Flonwr | ea cunpubbehed sanascnpr o folhad B Peecors calle

“omngratton and Natuadizanon Servnce, Climese Bl g, pae 0 O g
Il)l)l CLoegR-Co from the Nanooal Vrchnves, : .
FChung Sai Ve Polo Ngrost o0 oo pons Nt et poroand poosand Mardhoe
toog, pooand Nomentront, U Nanepcan Tovolvoment i, bapter sopp g g

tion, Hoaver Insatution tor War, Revolonon, and Deacen Ve e St d Ui .u\

SEArentrour, CNanepican volvement an chaptey ) PP oo chapter g ppe g
andchapter g pporog s s gos imtenvies wirly Roosevelt, Waage ‘I potrenalaly had
10 convinee the President that Clhimese ne Mwapaper editors g el reportoe. ad

1 nE

rehgions mssionaries should have chert stavec changeed frons the oxvclonded Tihoror ™
category to “educator” chnior, o categone of persens pomarted to ot to the Panted
Stares under the exchiston Tine Not long atter s return to-San b Co, rln< chinge
was made, and Waand the sttt of the Chueng Sae Var Boowere sont the torns necess i
for them to predent 1o Vimerean otficials o re entey oo this conmtry, so that they 1 nethi
thus viar thesr nann e bind wichour fear of being: barred from o cnre ,'un ther o Qe
“Special Magazine Rook to Conmmemarare the Fortierh Aimmvepsany of Chunge Sa Yar Po?’
(Chinese Historieal Society of Ameriea, Archivess. Classe S ) a1 PeoNav gogot ppoie
and Febiruary v:ogog, p. prmulv only myo ﬂluxlrmun\ of We's speabkinyg Career, \\hu h
is chrongeled in the € Imw Sai Yar Po, . .

3 Armentrout, U \Nmenican Invohvenent in,” <[‘lmprcr PP 4160 chapter g, pp. 6710
andehapeer 4. pp. w013, . . '

=8 Chung Sai Yar Po, chnmhcr 1109, p.osy Seprember B gog, pp.2-1; September 2,
1009, p. 3: telephoneinterview het®een the author and Jack \I leum m, \pnl nYIoT:
Stao-nicn Chung-kuo, Fehruary =, inrn, ppo -8, and Chang Sai Yar Po. Febriary 2e, too,
pp. 1-14. Some of the Chinese Ministers to W mlnnmnu for the period 1%us-rgnoare av
follows: WusT mg-fang « 18o8-1002 and 1908), Sir T ang Chleng Crgoz-igoR), and € Innu
Yin-t'ang (10009-1911). Some of the prmmp'\l consuls to the \1rﬁmm Anicriean ports tn-
chided o Yung-shap and Liang Kuo-ving in Honolulu, and Ho Yu-elvr and Tsung Pao-
hsi in San Francisco. Three of the American Liwvers wha defended Chinese interests in-
clu(lcd the afare-mentioned Mai-kai-va, a nun éalled Pin-ni, and Samnel M. Shortridge.

27 For a very valuahle account of the cntire oyenent, see Chang TVun-wn, Chrng-mei

Kung-viich Feng-ch'an (History of the Chisese-American Lahor Inmii cration Treatics:
(T:npu Chung-vang Yen-chin-vuan Chin-gai-shib Yen-chit-swo, 19667, In genceral, these
individuals or groups most in favar of neghtiaring a mmhfml less restrictive mnmumrmn
treaty with China werce the Ch'ing conrt “and the Chinese nnmmp to the United States,
K'ang Yu-wet (head of rhc Pm-hmnu Huid) Wu Pan-tsae thead of the Lirgest Chinese
|angu1gr newspaper publithed in the United States), Hhne Sio-reh chead of the Triad
nrgamntmn in the United States and its official, Chinese l.mmnzc newspaper), the over-
seas Chinese commmnunities generally, and many Chinese husinesstnen, students, and laborers
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g QUANTHHICNTION AN CHIND S \\IIHI( AN FHSTORY
Channan Yoan AV, Uncersaty of Sanc b ranenco '

N OQUANTITNTINT THSTORY O
CHINATOWNSAN FRANCISCO), 1820 AN (880

I
fons W Strvisy ! . .

INTRODUCTION

ASan Francisco presoan the amcetcenth contn v hrona E Aoy m alt! e
to Itl(})llllll( and xn”nl\ point ton the 1Yoy minegs, and tmalh :«» Anatuie,
manutactuning based, ln(nulmln.m Y, o1t Tinese secton, Chimatown,
contespondingly changed. Begimnmg vound g in Sans Fuaneiseo’s then
central distoier o Sacramento Streer, Chinatown prren aath San Francisco,
until by 850, 1t encompassed the twebve blocks that torm the cote of Cliuna
town todav. 1o the north and, south it was bordered by Broadway and Cah
fornn Street, to the cast and we Kearny and Stockton, and runhing: up the
nnddle, fnllnm_u the mamn artery of Chimatown fite, was |)|l}m||( Strect, now
Girant Averne. .

Studies of tuntcteenth-centurys Chinatown have all encountered the sane
problem: a scarcuy of reluble sources. Phe majority of the materials wiitten
i the mincteenth cennry abone the Chimese and € hinatow N wontten by
whites who wanted toend Chinese imneation. For this reason, these sonrees
Cconc LII”’HL an what the .llllhnr\/h(ht\ul was the degraded state of the Clhu-
nese peopl .nnl the \(lllllld conditions of the Chinese quarter of San Francisco,
I'he Protgtant imssionanies, who also wrote abont the Chinese, were generally
flrmnrck(
at the € Inm“ shows rhrnnuh ther wrninngs, at unies nnl\mg it hard 1o sepa-
rate them from anti-Chinese writers,

mpathetc, b the condeseending arnrnde, with which the v looked

It is for these reasons that the manuseript US. Census s such 2 valuable’
source for studying Chinatown. Fhe mformanon uknn i the censiis, sieh as
mame, age, sex. ocenpation, and hurhplmc did neelend el to distortion
in the same w av that subjective observations did i the ann-Chinese writings
of this pcnml There are undoubredly some nacenracies in the census in -
terms of mfnrmnmn that was not recorded or was recorded incorrectly. But
these inaceuracies are reduced by the wse of 3 large sampleand by interpreting
“the data not as hard faces but as mare reneral indicators of life in lnn.m)\\*n
in the gensus vears, 1870 and (8Ro. , .

Th¢ pcrmd between 1820 and 1880 was a plmcularl\ lmpor,r.mt time fnr '
- San Francisco. During this period the Gold Rush, which had such an impor-
tant influcnce upon tic (ludnpmcnr of San Francisco, came to a close leav-
ing aovacuum readily filled by the newly finished trmxu»ntmcnu[ railroad.

- With the fn1l demise of the gold mines. San Francisco céased to pl.l\' the role
El
Id
i
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of a fr()nt'cr city and btglll to move toward a mmc modern mdustrlal city.

It was an i iport.mt time for the Chinese. It.was a period in which the Chi-

* " tese left the mc5 -and the Central Pacific Railroad for the cmcs and qgrlcul-

« . tural areas. It was ‘also a time of growth for'the anti-Chinese movement;:a

movement th.lt culminated in thc boycott of Chinese-made goods’ and thc
.cndmg of unmwrntlon of Chinese laborers in 188z. . ,

. Tue CeNsus

l here are significant dlt'fcrcm_cs between the mturnmtlon in the 1870 Censys -
and the ‘1880 Census. The information in theé 1870:Census, relevant to this
study,.includes the dwelling house number in order of visitation; the number
of the family, also in order-of visitation; the name of all mdlvxdua]s and their .
age, scx, place of birth, and the value of their real and pcrsonal estate. The
1880 Census dropped the value of real and personal estate but added three

‘ other 1mpormnt picces ‘of mformatxon -the address, marital status, and the
v‘,--"'rclatlone.lup to the head of the household of:;each respondent.

The rclatmnahlp of each person to the head of household.in the 1880 Census
can be used for determining the nature ofthe few Chinese families in San
Francisco. This detérmination is more difficult with the 1870 Census since it
lacks any C\phClt information statmg wifg, son, or daughter It was possible,
Jhowever, to use the occupations and make educated guesses, in that house-
wives were generally listed as “Keeping, House” and children as “Ar Home.”

The final difference between the 1870 and 1880 censuses is due, not to the
sét—up of the census, but rather to the census taker in 1870. The instructions
- given to the census takers in 1870 request that they be as specific as possible
i when writing down the birthplace of each resident, but the census taker for
Chinatownwrote.down only “China” for everyvone. This is in contrast to the
e 1880 Census where listed bir rhpl aces 1.m(rc.§1mn individual villages to ““China,”
depending on Bow specific the census taker for each block chose to be.
Though the 1850 Census is nmrl\cdlv dcﬁcxcnt in comparison to the 1880
Census,! it still contains the most nnp()rt.mt information, namely occupation
and age. It is through a LOHIP"IIH()I] of these factors between 1870 and 1880
thnt we can detecr the change in shape and character of Chlmto“ n in the
_ nmctccnth century.
b o . TueSanpLE .
Our of Chinatown’s popuhtmn:()f 8,128 in 1870 and 14,688 in 18807 a
sunplc of about one-third of each census was taken or, 1bout 2,700 from the
1870 Census and 4,900.from the 1880 Census.
Thc sample was sclected from random clusters of jo people in the 1870
Census and 50 pcoplc m the 1880 Census. The 1dV1ntagc of ‘this sampling
technique was that it w ould give a picture of the general dcmography of -
Chinatown and at the,same time preserve the familial and occupat’}'{)ml réta-
tmnslups between individuals.
The data for éach, individual were then coded and key- punchcd onto an

71 : :
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*1IBM dat.\*d The cards were run thlough a computcr and measurements -
of association were made between the variables, such as birthplace and occu-
pation. - N

The compllatlon of these data produccd meaningful results thqt explain
much about life in Chinatown and how it changed between 1850 and 188o0.

4 - . .

C}mmlou\' IN 1870

In 1870, Chmqtown was' far from a city unto itsclf. It was a society in which
men outnumbered women -3 to 1. It was a community with litde basis for -

“self-support that looked to the outside for numbers to maintain its population
as well as provide financial support. :

Of the 2 2,830 pcoplc in the 1870 sample, only 62,, or 22%, were worien.
Of that number, 67 were listed as children, 13 as young servants, 54 as keeping
house, and 483 s prostltutes and madamcs.

The 54 women listed in the sample as “keeping house are the group in .

. which the wives were included. Out of the 54 women, only 25 can definitely
be considered to have been wives. The rest appear to have been older relatives
of the head of the houschold, gr they were women who lived alone or with
other women, who had “I\ccpmg house” listed as their occupatlon by the
census taker. .

The wives tended to be much younger than their husbands with a mean
age difference of 8.8 ycars. This is in contrast to the age difference of 4.8 years
found by Wolfram Eberhard in his study of the Jung Clan in Kwantung in
1870-1889.% There arc two possible reasons for the large age dnfferci”tt be-

"t rween husband and wife in the United States. It could be that the po%’eﬁty
immigrants e\pcrlcnccd in China and the United States required them to work
for many years and save money before taking a wife. This was often the
pattern followed by men from poor familics.* The other C\(plananon is that

‘many of the wives were concubines or second wives. Ta Chen in his studv of

the emlgmnt communities in South China found that men had often established

a family in China priog to emlgrauon and then established. another one in

Southeast Asia after emigration, though usually with a non-Chinese wife.*

Itis impossible to determine which of the above was most corimon in China-

town. Any chance for Chinatown’to maintain itsclf without immigration

. rested with these families. If a large number of the wives were second wives, -
- they could not be expected to contribute to a stable Chinese community. -

Thefamiligs, themselves, tended to be quite small. Of the  twenty-five women
who could d ﬁmtcly be considered wives, sixteen had children, the average
number being 1.8 per family. It should be noted that there were many more
chlldren who were living with prostitutes or in two groups of mneteen chll-
dren that. were not included ir this discussionof families.

The small number of familics and the small size of those families show.

-clearly that Chinatown was completely dependeny on immigration from the
eastern counties of northern California and China. Had the Chinese who
returned to China not been replaced by new imrhigrants, Chinatown, with a

v
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“~limited cnpablllt) of populatmg itself, would havc bccn so diminishied in size,
“that it quite- possibly, could not have Survned as a separate area of San
Francisco.

v
>

) 3 O(CLpum\sx\ (f:7o

The major occupations in Table I show that: Chinatown had a largely pre-
manufacturing and service-oriented econor 'y.
s

¢ 17
TABLET
Major OCC“I/ ations, 1870
T N=2,633.
Occupation Namber . Percent of Total
Laborer 629 ©23.9 o
Prostitute o 470 To17.9 t
Cigar Maker 264’ 100
Miner 160 : 6.8
"~ Gambler / 102 3.9
Cook ' « 55 . 2.1
. Fish Peddler  ;* _ : 53 . 20
. Servant . s2 - © 2.0
Barber ' 50 ‘ 1.9
~Tailor -+ 48 1.8
Vegetabﬁé Dealer . 43 1.6
Fisherpian , 37 1.4
Shoeraker ' .32 1.2
Porter B 27 1.0
Other ° 6 22.5

With the-exception of the cigar industry and the fledgling shoe industry, the
newly formcd San Francnsco manufacturing firms were not yet employmg
Chinese labor.

The Iargest occupatlon group is formetj by’ the laborers The 1870 Census
does not claborate on the type of work in w ‘hich the laborers, were engaged.
The census does | )st pcoplc as labor contractors and intelligence office, work-
- ers. It is'likely that these contractors found jobs for many of the laborers. It

was not uncommon for a San Franciscan in need of inexpensive labgr to inquife
at these offices. Many farmers found the Chinese laborers indispensible for
reaping and shochg wheat®
The major portion of the money from San Francisco’s whotes that flowed
‘to the Chinese, passed through these laborers and cipar makers. It*was these
occupations, along with prostitution, that formed the area of intersection
- between the white and Chinese economies in 1870. They qpr0v1ded labor for
the white community and produced goods for consumption by the white
community.” The rest of the Chinese economy was oriented toward serving
San ancnsco and the Chinese in the counties east of San Francisco.
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. natigns for the entire populatxon.

indicator for all Chinatown. An alter

I he most'noticeable ot these professions is, of Cfiursc, prostitution. Grven
the lopsided sex-ratio that existed in Chinatown in/ 1870, it is hardly surpris-
ing that prostitution was common. It does seem emarkable, however, that
therc were so many prostitutes. Subtracting the ghildren and wives from the
samiple; 19.2% of the people are pj‘()stitutcs. or hne prostitutc for every 4.7
adult males. It would seem that the prostitutes/ were serving a larger com-
munity than Chinatown alone. Undoubtedly, pdrt of this outside community
was the white commumtv In 1876, James B. ogers, a special police officer
" for Chinatown, testificd before the Califorgia Senate that, “most of the
(Elbmese houses of prostitution are patronized by \thtes—by young men and
d

ones.””™ When we consider that the 1mb1k£ncc of the sex-ratio of the Chi-
nese was probably greater outside of Chinatown, 1t is tikely that the prosti-
.tutes also_served the outside Chinese community ‘in addition to the white
.community. The outside Chinese community also.contributed to an active .
gambling mdustrv that is shown by the largc number of pcople, 3. 9% of the

. sample, involved in gamblmg

This “outside community” was probably the Chmese in San Francisco not
living in Chinatown, and the Chinese living' east of San Francisco. In 1870,
less than "% of the Chinese in California lived in San Francisco. The other
75% were spread over California, but prmupall) in the Central \allcy around
" Sacramento and farthcr cast in the gold country in Nevada, Placer, and Butte
Counties.” It i is hard to say, given the low incomes of the Chinese, that they
would be in a position to take trips to San Francisco, but when we consider
that 160, or 6.8% of the sample were miners, it is apparent that a considerable
number did. It is probable, noting the large number of miners, that there were
agricultural-laborers that had come mt Rl rancisco but were listed in the
census simply as “laberers.’ " . .

Chinatown in 1870 was a scparate con nity apzlrt from San Francisco.
Its contacts with the white population™were limited to’ those established by
the cigar makers, shoemakers, and pr()st’ltutcs And though Chinatown must
have received a large part of its ihcome thmugh these limited contacts, it
depended upon the Chinese populat,gon of northern California for its eco-
nomic welfare—just as San Francisco’s welfare in large part depended upon
the entire population of\mrthcrn C1hfomm

» 53 Hoc1aL STRUCTL‘RE IN 1870
It is clear from the org. ation of the Six Companies that merchants are
on top of any social structur t\&u might be drawn for Chinatown. Following
the merchants, it is dxﬂicult cstabhsh any ordet\ by occupations without
further analysis. The census pro es no sure method of making any dctermi-
he 1870 Census provides columns for the
ﬁ ts, but for most of the people in China-
which' makes these data an” unreliable
Z\. te- method might be to use the wage

real and personal estates of respond
town these columns were left blan




levels given in the Compendium of the Manufacturer's Census, but no dis-
tinction is made between white and Chinese wage-laborers, and in addidon,
as we have already seen, a large segment of the Chinese in Chinatown were
self-employed or in the service sector of the cconomy. Faced with this prob-
lem, an index of wealth based on the number of people per household, NPH,
was established.* NPH can be a very valuable indicatqr when used in a very
gencral way. With this restriction in mind, a social structure for Chinatown

is shown in Table 1. _
. TABLEIT Y
‘ Social Structure of Principal Occupations in 1870
Occupation Mean NPH =~ MeanAge” N qgg;p List %
‘Merchant ‘ 373 32.2 22 C o8
Fisherman . 562 : 31.38,, 37 1.4
Barber 5.76 30.58 : 50 9
Tailor, : 5.79 20.36 " 48 1.8
Porter - -+ 6.00 30.96° .27 1.0
Servant -+ . 8.02 163 52 2.0
Cook ' 8.t . 2289 55 - 2.1
Fish Peddler 8.62 37.67 © 53 2.0
Laborer 8.78 . 3216 404 23.9
Mean NPH for '
Chinatown 8.04 h .

‘egetable Dealer 9:33 34.05 43 1.6
Miner 9.59 32.46 22 - 6.8
Prostitute 11.13 2336 470, 179 .
Gambler . 12.88 35.29 w2 N 30
Shoemaker 20.41 22.38 32 S 1.2
Cigar Maker . 21.88 22.41 264 ; 10.0

The list scems to show five general categories: merchants, service occupa-
tions, peddlcr§, illicit occupations, -and factory workers. Considering the
control of Chinatown the merchants exerted through the Six Companies,
it is not surprising to find them heading the list. Following the merchants
are the fishermen and the service sector, “which includes barbers, tailors,
porters, servants, and cooks. The third category, made up of peddlers and
independent laborers, includes the fish peddlers, vegetable dealers, daborers,
and miners. Following that comes those occupations that are illegal today and
were considered undesirable in 1870; prostitution and gambling. And finally, in
the category made up of factory workers.are the shoemakers and cigar makers.

The social structure also shows that, in a general sense, ‘those in the higher
occupations werc older than those in the lower occupations. There are two
possible explanations for this: onc, older people caie to this country with

““more capital and, hence, were able to get a better start; or ‘two, there was
social mobility in Chinatown that, to a certain degree, was determinied by
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time. It is difficult to say which of these hypotheses is correct, but based on
studies of the Chinesc in Southeast Asia where social mobility' did occur, it
would be reasonable to assume that social mobllm also occurred in the Chi-
nese community in the United States at this time.?

The social structure of Chlmto“ nin 1870 conforms very closcly to what
might be expected for a \\ hite community in 1870. Though the pcop]c of
Chinatown were of a different race and culture the values and desires of
these people, whether inherent in their culture or gained through contacts
with the white society, created 4 social structure, not unlike any that might
be fouhd clsewhere in the L nited States. Age differences between those hold-
ing occupations of* hlghcn ‘status and those holding occupanons of lower
status would seem to indicate that social mobility was occurring within the
Chinese community; though these ‘dataldo not indicaté ‘w hether there was

hpward moblhtv of the Chinese population rchnvc to the wh’ntc populatmn

“

«

beyond a few wealthv lkldmduals

6. CaHinATOowN 1N 1880

" Betw cen 1870 and 1880, Chhatown underwent a fundamental transforma-
tion that chanacd the hase of its existence. Thc use of Chinese labor in manu-
facturing, w hich was| limited in 1870, was more cxtensive in 1880. The demand
of San Franciscans for mC\pcnmvc cigars, shoes, and ready-made clothmg
created a demand for inexpensive hbor which the Chinese were prepared to
fill. The rcsult was that Chinatown no loriger dcpcndcd upon the surrounding
Chinese commumty It had dev clnpcd an mtcm"ll source of income based on
producnon of cigars, shocs, and clothjng. Stjll, Chinatown had not undergone
the most 1mpnrt1nt chanzc that would have given it stability as a community:
the ability to maintain its popuht‘f(m without new immigration. This, in fact,
was the problcm of the entire Chinese population of the United States.

The reason. for this was, of course, the same as it had been in 1870 and
before: a gross imbalance in the sex-ratio. In 1880, as a result of increased
immigration_of men, this imbalance had grown. Onlyv 13.6% of the; 1880
sample were women, compared with 229 in 1870, Desplte the decrease of the
percentage of women, the petcentage who were wives inereased from 7. 0% in
187010 6.7% in 1880. At le"lst some of the i increase was probably due to-women
deser{mg the ranks of pmstlmtmn for nntrlmonv, as demonstrated- by, a sharp

drop in the percentage of prostitutes from 17.0% in 1870 to 3.6% in 188o0.,

Chinatown’s history is rcp]ct/c with stories of missionaries saving prosntutcs
who were then married to Chinese Christians.!® In other cases, prostitutes
could have been sold to men for wives. And then, it may be that there was
simply an increase in the immigration of wives toathe United States and an
increase in the emigration of pmstimtcs froni out of the United States.

The percentage of children ‘in the samp]c also diminished between #870
and 1880, from 6.3% to 4.8%. This difference could be due to sampling error
or to the decline in prostitution. The average number of children per husband

o
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and wife was only o.75 children and for thosc who had at least one child, it

was 1.5 children. This figure is almost the same as the 1.8 childfen in 1870,
but both are sraller than the average in China, where the typical family had
three to four childreri?! This could bc the result of a desire for fewer children
in families who mtcndcd to return to China and had transportvuon costs
in mind. .
Though Chinatown’s population grew in terms of absolutc numbers be-
tween 1870 and 188e, it made little movement toward long term stability.

Immigration of men continued to be largc and 1mm1gr'mon of women con- .

tinued to be small. And so the increase was only illusory, in that it meant the
Chmcsc popul'mon could only diminish after 1882.

. Occupations 1N 1880

The major occupqtmns in 18 o and 1880 shown'in Table 11 demonstrate that
by 1880 the risc of Chinese hbor in organized production was reﬂected in the
(hsphcement of service industries by burgeoning manufacrurmg firms.

1 - TABLEII
_ 1850 N=z2, 3,{ . |880N_3685

Occupation °  No. 9% Occupation No. . %
Laborer e '//; 629 . 239 Ciglz;r Make ( 659 17.8
Prostitute .~ ‘470 17.9  Laborer ? 542 4.6
Cigar Maker 1264 10.0 ' Shoemaker 288 7.8
Miner - ' 160 6.8  Servant . 269 7.2

Gambler . 102 .39 Tajlor - + 188 5.1 .
Cook ) 55 2.1. Cook - 153 : 3.1

_ Fish Peddler 53 2.0 - Prostitute 133 ' 3.6
© Servant 52 2.0 Merchant 127 3y
Barber . .50 i 1.9 Barber 87. 2.3
Tailor, 48 1.8 Actor— - . " 20
Vegetable Dealer 43 1.6 Clerk B 74 2.0
Fisherman 37 'r.4  Peddler: - 69 1.9
.. Shoemaker 32 1.2 ";Lnﬁndr_vman 64 1.7
Porter - 23 ' 1.0 Carpenter st 1.4
- Others BT 22,5 Shirtmaker 47 1.3
: Sewing Machine - X '
S , Operator 46 ©La2

s C Porter ' 45 1.2 |

' to * Sailor | 40 L1

Grocer 39 ‘ Lo

. Gambler 13 0.4

Others 699 18.8

The most important of these were the cigar. shoe. and clothing industrics.
The cigar manufacturing firms, which had alreadv made extensive use of
¥ ; R
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) pernod

Chinese labor in 1870, had increased their cmplovmcnt of Chinest in 1880 to
the point w here more Chinese were mvolvcd in the cigar. mdustrv than any
other occupation.

The most dramatic increase was in shocm]l\mg w hlch cmployed 1.2%
of the Chinese in 1870 and ;.89 in 1880. Chmcsc labor, first used during
a strike in 1869, was used mcrcmn«rl\ thrnunh the 18707%."% Much of this
increase was due to the csmb]nshmcnt of Chinese-. -ow ed firins, whose owners

had learned the trade in white-owned factories and then established their own
shoe factories which undersold the white habor firms. The Chinese factories

not onl¥: offered emplovinent for the Chinese but they nlsnlumtcd the oppo-
sition of white management and white hbnr in the shoe mdmstrv 13

The clothing industry was another area in w thh the Chinese cstabhshcd
their own' firms. Chmcsc labor in clothing factorlcs. had' been almost non-
existent in 1870. It peaked in 1876 with over ,,ooo Chinese cmplo\ ces and
it was still verv substantial in 1880 When all of the different occupations
within the clotlhna industry are added tovcther, rhe\ amount to 3.4% of the
1880 sample, ndt mcluqu tailors. The m1]0r porg_)n of these pcnplc were
shiremakers, 2 z%, and sewing machine operators, 1.29%. It is interesting to
note that this is the onlv industry w here Chmcsc worren’ were cmplnvcd
Of the 320 adult women in the qqmple 5cvcn or 1.5%. ‘were scamstresses,
shirtmakers, or sewing machine operators; T hey were generally older women
with a mean age of 37.0. Of the seven beamstrcwcs fnur were widows, two

were marrlcd, and one was smglc As'in the shoe mdustr\, the Chinese

o
learned to manufacture clothing in white firms and then left to start their
own. The resulting cornpetition ch1ted anti-Chinese feelings among white
clothma manufacturers and workers. ! '

i “The cigar, shoe, and clothing industriey cffectively increased the area of

intersection between the Chinese and white communities, which had- been
small in 1870. Twenty-nine percent of the 1880 sample were cmplovcd in
these mqnufncturmg firms. up from 11.2% in 1870. An even more dramatic
Ch'mgc was the ernergence of Chinese-ow ned firms that produced goods for

. the white p()puhtmn Thisw .15 important for Chinatow n. beease it markedly

reduced Chlmtm\n s dependence upon the surrounding Chinese u)mmumty
The f'rms prowded Chinatown with its.own internal source of income. At
the same time:-however, the Chinese-owned firms had the negative cffect of
fanning the flames of anti> Chmcsc sentiment which were so p()\\ crful | in this

Chinatown’s economy was further strengthened in 1880 by ingreased mer-
cantile activity. In. relation to other occupations, the number of merchants
increased almost ﬁvc times from 0.7% of the 1870 sample to 3.4% in 1880.
The census does not elaborate o the businesses in which the merchants were
engaged. A comparison of some of the merchant’s home addresses in the
census with the business addresses given in 1880 San Francisco Directory
snggests thae most of these merchants resided: at their phcc of lmsmcqs n
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The ¢ Sus 1o, Jists INEETpreters at many of these business establishments indi-
cilin t,«us' also tl;tﬂn[iﬂl portion_of their business Was with che white com>
mUnje,. ".t a sy ) our of the Chinese merchants were members of the San
P‘mnci"“% Q;.cnflz-;llff Guild.* The dirccmr'\' lists ten o{ them as tea mcrclSmt&
pe Silhpl‘- o ércl;antS, three as grocers, one as aN Nsurance agent, one ag”
a fﬂnc . r} as ln]CrCh:]ﬁ[’ and for four of thc‘m there is no listing. Thc‘ 1880
Ctnyg n&]’ood?‘n' ¢ shows the Chinese members of the Aerchants Guild on
che a\‘em‘mu“gPﬁvc employcees who lived with. them, The five gener'any
e ha .Prctcr’ clerk, porter, bookkeeper; and cook. fI‘he ¢mploy-

inclugy

an ntcl . >, ‘
meng .ocr in addition to the other four emplay-ces, demonstrares
rade was large. .

Merchants cigar, shoe, and clothing makers were important because
‘rchants,

ehey fr&c] Chi Lrown of the surrounding Chines¢ community- This was
d Chix ‘

¢5PRaiy) v rant because as mining dectined, the Chinege began Nigrating
Yo importatt M Tl ‘
£0-Soyy P nia and other parts of the United States and, hence, could

ern Califor . e s A
not he d n Cal y ypon 1O support San Francisco’d Chinagoywn. -
< The Ependec

Neo crance of the manufacturing industrics effected 2 cOncom-
Sinhygr 1n]P0 -

/,/ jrant de(‘lin  onc scctor of the service industry: prostitution and gambling,
S B e of 0T ko, prostitution fell from 17.9% (470) of thesample to

/

reatly
MEWE

N gy, and 1 . :
16S, . 'Broan ambling dropped from 3.0% (102) to 0.4% (14). As
. h (l;,) 1nd g [=
C -lnﬂtr 33) « b=

e od roward self-sufficiencyand a stable tconomy, the iMpertang
OSItjq 0y yn and gambling gave wav to the new jpdustries. Though
fhc ifh

" of hrostif“”( 3
{)thel‘

Portance of rostitution n_r?d.g-.lm.blin'g df;‘“;:&i,\ the imp‘ort;m‘ce ‘of
Seetop of the Serviee industries did not. hh‘;PCrcAc.ntagc'; 0]'(00]\-5,
t, l):ubcrs-: and tatlors :1]_] 1ncrcns:cd. At t C same r{111c t' 1¢ Jll‘ndr'y
as o s.ivgniﬁ(.‘;mt‘pnr.t of the Chinatown CL.(‘A”\v‘"T.I.\‘. .f:hc l?i{lcflscs n
Secmr; “'f’thc sc‘rrlec‘c 'xxjtlllsrry nr? not suirprfsm:‘_r n hghf ((_1! 'n:t nrhcr
Ihgeg tﬂk‘ing&‘}"lncc in (-,hm,nfo\\'n. We \\'oult:‘C\’PC.tt tl]n; as “];;i'r;)\\:l”
ny !‘]&)‘:Cd m\_v;lrd stabiliry thar thcsc’(l)““P-‘t"mS would €0 ue to
. - rOI€. . /
“’ithdmp?.rtﬂ?)tf rthc manufacturing firms, Chinatown moved soward self-

t : N .
5ﬂfﬁcienchc p\\]:sc gan Francisco, Chinatown came out of the gbld rush and
che fron > Ifkc "'r(,cccded to a more modern industrial-based society: Suc-
ter and P

cessfy) inte, hcion ‘of the Chinese i_nm San Francisco's economy, llO‘YEV‘cr‘
cONty Utefigr(a}tchc f.qilur.c of the whites to ::IC(.‘CPf thc;n‘-vas fulk parm_clr-? In"the
‘ r“nciqcr \‘Cnmmun.lr_v. npd l?d to ;wnFl'—Chmcic violence and ultimagely
10 the réstr.ic(;i\on of Chinese immigration in 1882,
o \ 8. Sociar StrUcrerMs 1880
AT r.cvt\iﬂl-‘ that the’ occupational social stfucture for 1880 CanNot be
|1 as it was for 1870, : .

Herep, = ” jominated and, in a very gchFﬂ way, factory 0€CUpations
guch ;s st Jing and shoemaking were still near the botrom. though
rd“tive :(tg;;] [::;é_anNPH for Chinatown, cigar makers were quitc tvpical,

. ‘he "

| . Ho
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ved DT at the same time the average

The NPH for, cigar makers haq . i
rhpr an NCTeageq opulation for a static

NPH for Chinatown had f3llen dy

number of households, With he ‘hcrc ssed

of factories, the status of cig3® ”\11\& s 10 108er the cxception, but the rule.

\\

) 1870 N 1880
Occupation Av, NPH % 0,;511[7‘”’011 Av.NPH 9
Merchant 4.73 o Merchang " 419 3.4
Fisherman 5.62 1‘8 porter 5.02 1.2
Barber o 576 1‘4 . Bafbcr 6.13 2,3
Tailor 5.79 ‘ 1-9 prostitute 8.39 3.6
Porter 6.00 1‘8 Scwlﬂg Machine
Servant 8.02 ] 2‘0 . OPCratg; 9.51 - 1.2
Cook 8.44 '2'0 Grocer . 9.85 1
Fish Peddler 8.62 2" ctof 10.12 2.0
Laborer ‘. 8.78 2'3‘0-’ Tailof 1043 5.1
Mean NPH 8.9 9 ghirfMaker 113 1.3
AV \ dler
egetable Dealer 933 - g ped 11.19 1.9
“Miner 9.59 4 6‘8 Cook 141 41
Prostitute Ceorrag. s 17: Cler¥ » 12.04 2.0
Gambler © 12.88 "9 Clgﬂf Makcr Cor2.36 . 17.8
Shoemaker 20.41 : M ean P o 13.41 —_—
Cigar Maker 21,88 10 Carptiter - 14.01 ©Lg
) . ’ 0 Shocmaker Co5.17 7.8
S Gervalt 16.30 7.2
\ . Laundry 16.96 R
\ l : Sql]or 19.70 . B
‘\\ S a Labofer ~4,76 14.6
) - o — A o
Thl \could of caurse, ead t0 he a rion thay the gencral welfare of the
. Chingse community in San Fiang s&SurﬂP CC]”‘Qd berween 1870 and 1880,
. but sqch an assumptlon canfot Co b e the basis of NPH alone. We |
must give positive consideration Qm: clf “fﬁmency of Chinatown in

years. The status of the labor€'s g,

TapLE Y
Oc[f/p"tiohA S 5;111 St Cture

1880 and also to a set of other '3tq ch s inc Qme levels and the self- -image

of the Chinese, that the cens!S dog S‘i rneasu’®

T, atus of the other 0‘5“1;);1t no with the e_\-ccprion of the laborers
and proskitutes changed verY l’ttl nq'(wccf‘ 185 and 18R%0. The relative
status of porters, barhers, a” nd Peg ddjers rcrﬂ" ed fairly constant in these
le whe? a0 i reasing supply: of gen-
eral labor met a degreasing dcm’ind Oppe = un sklllc labor by the manufacte ring
firms. For CX’lmplc Within ¢ quth g SiAdoSTTY, i was the skilled sewing

8
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machine operators who were of a higher living standard than the general
shirtmaker or, clothmq factory worker.

The smndard of living by occupations reflects the chanm\m Chmatown
economy. As the nmnuflcturmg firms grew, the status of ~their employces
came to t_vplf_v_ the status of the average resident of Chinatown. The changing
economy, with dependence on skilled labor, also created a sharp decline in
the living standard of general laborers as the worth of skilled laborers in-
creased. These changes. once again, demonstrate how many more simmilarities
than differences the Chmcqc commynity had with the w hite community that
surrounded it. ‘

9. BIRTHPLACES 1IN 1880 -
Almost all the Chinese in Chinatown were from Kwangtung Province, in
southeastern China. Of the ¢2.19% of the pcnplé listed with birthplaces more
specific than “China,”¢1.3% were from Kwangtung. ThWer were:

‘chjldren born of Chinese parents in California, 0.3%; immigfants from Fukien,

a province just north of Kwangrung, 0.3%; _Kwapqsi, a rovlnce just west of
Kwangtung, 0.19%: and Shanghai, 0.1%.

The speaﬁcxtv of b:rthphceq varied greatly from one censits taker to thc
next, ranging from “China” to local village names. In many cases the association
to whlch a person belonged was lmrcd as a birthplace. The most useful in-
formation for the pirposes of comparison was the districts and associations
listed for respondcntq

If we keep in mind that 42.06% of the blrthphccs are hstcd as Kwangtung’
and =.5% as China, the percentages given in Table V “for members of \nunq
Wo and Yan Wo in Chinatown cnrrcspnnd closely to those given in Table hY%!

" for.Chinese in all of California,in 18-, The percentages for the Sae Yap and

the Sam Yap, however, present a verv different picture. In the 1880 Census,

~onlv ~r/(% of the pmplc;n Chinatown are listed as Sze Yap. whereas the

ﬁgm'c for_Californig in" 187~ 1s 82.00¢ Onlv if we assume that all\of those
lmtcd as bcmt7 born in Kw 1nm111g 'md Cjnm are Sze Yap, an unlikelyviassump-

" tion.based on the known_distribution for Chinatown, does the percentage of

the Sze \1p in Chinatown 1pprmch that for California. At the same time the

- percentage of the Sam Yap in Chinatown is two and one-half timeg larger

than the percentage in California, regardless of the 49.4% listed as Kwapgtung
and China. We can explain this when we consider that the Sam Yap were from
the urban districts in which Canton is situated and that the Sze Yap w e\t from -
rural districts fifrv miles to the sonth of Canton. The pcnple of these two areas

“tended to live in environments that were most familiar'ro them even in this

country, hence. more Sam Yap lived in Chinatown 'md more Sze Y’lp lived
elsewhere in California.

Though the Sze Y’lp and Sam Y’lp were from dlvergent chkgrounds, the
occupational structure, a structure where such differencey might manifest
themselves, does not reflect some expected variances. As is\shown in Table



) K . TABLEV. . S f

* Birthplaces of the Chinese in San Francisco, 1880
. Province ’ Association b District or City Clty or Area
[ : - ( Cher Hing (0.1%) .
’ : Swatow (0.0%) ' i
. : o ’ Chon Chouls (0.0%) .)
o . ‘ . J Hoi Fong:(0.0%) "_ﬂ B
e Hong Kong (0.4%)
P . - Ko Yiu (0.1%) .
A ~~ { SamShui(0.1%)
' R A Local \'ames (o. 9%)
(\?n ‘)VQ { Sun On (o 6%
. . _ , chng Shan'(1.6%)— }{,’1'1’;;.) ‘
Kwang- . Young Wo * { PokLo (0.1%) . -
.tung < - (366¢) Tun Kun (0.5%)
ol  ( Canton (2-9%)'—-%“3‘;;"?5
Sam Yap . Nambhoi (5.9%) -
(19 8%) Punyu (1.9% )— ¥ameos
_ Shuntak (3.5%)
. Hoipin (x.x%) ,
r (I:‘l(:g Wom Yangmg (0.2%) ( Yar Hoi)
_  Sze Yap Ning Yeung { Sunning (3.5%)
v (206e) ) (100F .
: Sunwui (1.7%
" | Kong Chow {vHokshan (0.7%7
L  (24%) Szewui (0.0%)
TABLE VL -
Association Membership in California, 1877'%
Assodiation Number Percent
- an Wo . 4300 2.8
Young Wo 12,000 4.0
" Sam Yap 11,000 7.3
Hop Wo B "134,000 _ 22.§
Kong Chow 15,000 } —Sze Yap 124,000 } —Sze Yap 812.0
Ning Yeung 75,000 _ 49 6
151,300 100.0°

VII, the Sam Yap were not more numerous in such occupations as megchant

and péddler, nor. wcre the Sze Yap significantly fewer. The Sam Yap dld,
9)
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however. tend toward other urban occupntions, such as prostitutc, dctor, and
- milor, and tended away. from the lesser skilled occupation of cigar maker.
Converselv, the SzeYap tended towidrd low and unskilled occupations, such
as cigar maker and Jaborer, and tcndcd_ away from urban vecupations, par-
“ticularly prostitution. Given our prcviims knewledge of the dominant posi-
tion of the merchants in cach of the Six Companies, it would be wrong to
assume that the lower percentage of merchants among the Sam Yap and Szc¢
Yap in the s-.unplc is necessarily signrg; ]
This is also true in the case of the Yan Wo Wui Kun where the sample did
+not include any merchants g ds interesting to note that’ despite the enmity
cxisting-between the Haﬁ"én Wo) and the rest of the Cantonese, Table
VI Yoes not indicate that this forced the Hakka into lower status occupations.
‘ In fact, the Hakka pu&s‘é’sscd such higher skilled occupations as tailor, sewing
machine operator, and sﬁqgnpkcr. The only exception to this might be
bdeber, which was consideréd*a low status occupation in Confucian China
and was als an.occupation in which the Hakka were more numerous. The
relatively high# status of theyHakka is reflected in the average NPH for the
" Yan Wo \‘Vfri::_ Kun of 2.8 as.hpposed to 50 for Young Wo, g.o for the Sze
Yip, :m{i_fu‘_S.‘;; for the Sam Yap.©
| » .

- , _ . TABLEVI _
Percent of Each Association in Principal. Occupations, 1850

. Occupation  Chinatown  Sam Yap Sze Yap . Young Wo - Yan 10
Thailor RN T U N 0 12.2
Sewing Machine 0T /—/‘/

Opcrator ' SR Loty . o -6
Servant : -z S Y N 3.5 0
Shirtmaker 1y 1.0 1.6 9.6 0
Sailor 1.1 2 0.4’ 0 2.4
Shocmaker 2.8 S5 6.2 22 14.6
Prostitute BN 6.7. 0.9 0.9 o

- Porter 1.2 0. 0.9 T 6 o
Peddler g . 0.4 08 0.9 2.4
Merchant 4L a3 23 7.0 )
Laborer’ 14.6 13.3 :3.4 14.7 )
Laundryman 1> 6 g " 0 o
Grocer 11 3 0.5 3.5
Carpcn'tc's‘ 1.4 1.0 0.8 .09 2.4
Cigar Maker 4= 178 5.8 :8.0 o Lo12.2
Clerk \,"hTy T 20 44 1.2 . 0.9 0
Cosk * 41 s 47 44 9.8
Barber 3 1.5, 0.¢ 3.5 7.3
Actor, o 6.6 2.8 0 0
- e
S R Ky
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Caution muast agan be L\(I\.X\(\l i using these !wmu s hard unpmul
facts especially in light of the 4.5 of thL lnrthp]uu oiven as Kwingrung
or China. The imporrance of these tigrures nay not be i the situation [hL_\
indicate. bur rather in the situation they do naot indicate. Whereas, we might
have expected the Fakkl to be discriminated against in the occupations they
held, the information in the census indicates that this was not the case. It 18
the dcqrcc to which this was not true, that cannot be obtained with umlplcu )
certainty. The birthplaces are most nlmML as an uuhutnr of tendency or
direction, rather than as hard truths. :

The data on the lurthpl.u,u oY tlu Chinese retlect the intluence ()t onc's
background on the phcc in which he chooses to live. In the case of Chimatown,
this is shown in the high number of Sam Yap and the low number of Sze Yap
relative?to their numbers in all of California. The influence of background
is again demonstraged by the presence of the more urban Sam Yap in‘urban
occup.mom and the-rural Sze Yap in less skilled occupations.-'T'he birthplace
data also revcal that there was no apparent discrimination against the Hlakka
in terms of what uccup.mons they could hold.- This nuqht indicate that, at
Teast in terms of - nccupations, Chinatown was an ~open society . within the
confines placed upon it by the white society.

CONCI.L’SIQN )

When supplcmcntcd by other materials, ‘the Census can tell much about a
pcrl()d Or COMIMUNity, that could not be found in any other w av. In this exanu-
nation of Chinatown. the Census revealed not nnl\ where the immigrants
came from but also the tvpe of society in which thC\ found themselves after
their arrival in the United States. It was a society w herc men far outnumbered
women and where families were the exception, not the commonplace. The
result was that Chinatown depended on immigration o maintain its numbers
and v1t1htv - .

Most 1mp0rt.1nrl\ dlc Census shows the many similarities Chinatown had
with the svhite community thor surrounded it. \I.m\ hooks have been writren
on Chinatown that concentrate on the so-called exotic ature of the Chinese
quarter. Books of this kind have ignored the degree to which the Chinese and
white economies had integrated byy 1880, In 18-0, Chinatown had depended

"upon Chinese miners and white patronizanon of her prostitutes for part of

its écqnomu. sustenance. By 1880, this situation had been reversed with the
decline™af mm/&q/md the rise of manufacturing. The outside sociery now
depended upod Chinatown for inexpensive lahor cigars. clothing, and shoes.
It was not a situation where the Chinese hborcrs were overlorded by whire
managers and owners. Rather. the Chinese had gained sufficient, rrround in
ownership that the white fitms now considered them d: angerous c\manntnrs
The résult was the united opposition of white management and labor lc.ldm«r
to the exclusion of C hmcw laborers in 1882,

, . 8¢
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in mind that.the occupanonal social structures in this study were created and :malvzcd
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SOURCES OF .QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH
, o ; - By ‘
o o - : ' - _ BeTTY LEE SUNG . - .

v

I think you will have to be a little bft indulgent with mé.-I don’t have a formal
paper to present because for the last month or more, I have been traveling
in the Far East. I just got back here in time for the Conference about two
daysago and I was shown the program. I spoke with Chairman Thomas Chinn
before I left, and had dsked, “What do you want me to speak on?” He said,

“We haven’t formalized our plans yet.” 1 said “All right, you find me some-
thing.” Therefore, my topic is more or less extemporaneous, so please bear
- with me.

Anpther thing too. Having traveled constantlv over the past month or so,
you get what one calls jet lag. You sort of forget where you are, and you
_have to catch up with time. So I'm sutfering from that. Ancther handicdp .
“that I'm operating under is that the work that I've been doing has been more ‘
-contemporary rather than historical. I think ()nc of the young ladies brought
the subject up dbout the 1960 cut-off daté this morning. T am on the Executive
Committee of this Bicentennial Conference, and we did discuss rlhls question.
It is true, as Mr. Chinn said, that we have to les things, contemporary things,
scason a bit, so I went along with the decision to cut the date off at 1g6o. But
that sort of leaves me out because most of my work has dealt with the last
decade orso. °

- Also, I think events — most of the events of the Chincsc-American — the big
events, happenings, have occurred in niore recent years. Some of the impor-
tant ones are the change over-in government on Mainland China. That js the
time when most of the Chinese decided that they would@o longer be so-
journers in this country and that they- would opt for permanent residence
_or become citizens of this country. Another very, very important factor that
aﬁcctcd _Chinése American history 1s the rlsmg consciousness of the cthmc~
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groups md minoritics resulting from the Civil Rights movement dmmg the
60s. And then, of course, the most important thing is the revision of the
Immxgrfltmn Act of 1965, which brought the quota from a mere 105 to over
20,000. This onc factor has tremendously atfected the situation of the Chinese .
in this country.Now we have for the first time a,more balanced populmon
Ind¢ead of an all adult male society, we now have the- ddcrly, we have the
yoyng, we have teenagers, we have women, so that our whole population is
ac ‘ngcd POPUL\U()I] For the first time we have a young, rising teenage
fa youth group now entering the colleges, w ho have a different outlook
»,,who are Lh.lllcngmg the status quo. The resule is a whole shake-up of
Chiriese-Amcrican society.

With this great uphcnnl we are encountering massive problcms So the
most crucial and Jgomung period of Chinese-American lhlst()r) is NOW.

«’But since the committee decided that we would confine our period! ppor to

the 1960s, I was confronted with a dilemma, 1 couldn t SpC.’lk about the find-
ings of my rescarch b'w’(,d upnn the 1§70 ¢ensus, so Mr. Chinn suggested
that I tell about the sources, the 1v11hb1htv of the® p()puhtxon mform:mon
and what thosc figures mean.

Perhaps | should mention that I was awarded a I'CbC.II'Ch frrmt from the
BPeparument of Labor to do a study of the Chinese, their occupauoml status
and cconomic characteristics based upon the 1970 census. Mr. Chinn had said,
“Here you are, gencrating all these hgurcs, and rows and rows, and columns
and colurins of numbers. What do they mean? Most people take one look
and they are scared off.” So let me confine nmy topic to t.\ll\mg -about the
1vmhb1ht} of statistical data, some of the sources, w hat uses can you rake -
of the numbers, and what information can you derive from these numbers?

Onc\of the sources that I have been working with is the U.S. census. For the
first time in 1970, we have a separate booklet that the Burcau of Census pub-
lished. This isa separate booklet on the Chinese, Japanese, and Filipino. Prior
to 1970, ¢ the 1v:nlnb111ty of data from the census has alw ay's been very limited.
"Even in the 1960 census, the Chinesc, Japanesc, and Fxhpmo were lumped
togcther in another booklet calfed “Non-White Population.” Most of the
time, the data pcrt11ncd to the Blacks and thc \Vhltcs, and we were nlways
“Others.” Since everybody else was lumpcd into “Others,” we were quxte v
indistinguishable. ’ o

Although the information presented in the 1970 census is very derailed
giving breakdown on age, sex, marital status, cducational level, occupation,
physical’ mobxht), native-born or forcign-born, etc., a lot of this information
doesn’t give one sufficient material to work with. I was able to do a special
tabulation on my own, and 1 cross-tabulated a lot of this information, which -
will come out in a report shortly. There is a great deal of basic demographic
information in this report. It would take morc than 20 minutes, of cours,
to go into detail about my findings, but when the report does come out, it
\nll ¢ome out under the auspices of City College of New York :md Man- .
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lp()wm Adnumsn.mon of the I)Lp.lrtmcnt of Labor. When | get back to New

York I will put it into type and it should come out by the end of this summer.
(Report issued in Scptcmbcr 1975. It is called Chinese-American Manpower
and Employment.)

In my rescarch I had to resort to many other sources as well. Some of these
were sutmmaries of Equal Employment Opportumty Commmission Reports.
From -this sotirce, data are available about Orientals in various types of jobs
by city and state. Another very good governrient source is the [ammigration
and Naturalization Yearbook in which detdiled information is found about

]

the Chinese’ immigrant. The Annual; ch({rts arc one of the most up-tgedate - .

sources of information because they céme out cvery )ear This publicgtion
will tell you who are the recent lmmlgrants commg in. How many- arc there?
Where are they going? Where arc they commg from? Arc’ thcy ‘male or
female? What kind of occ.upatmns were they in? These are very important
datg-and do have a great deal of cconomic and social significance.

Flgures in school enrollment are very |mportant In the big cities you have

rep rts from the school districts giving cthnic breakdown. From®hcre'you =~

can %t a count of how m'my Asian Americans, Blacks, Puerto-Ricans there
age. nfortumtply you do not get the Chinese by themselves because we are
ifi thh\thc Agian Aifrerican an group. Bur gcncrallw you can get some ideas from

‘areas that have a large Chm ulatlon

Also, as a result of my fesé rch although [ was only supposed to study
employmcnt and occupanon, I felt that here whas a rare opportunity to go in

with the computer : and ﬁnd other information from the Census. So Ttabulated -

other information'— social" mformanon — which will eventully come out in
other publications.

A number that I havg already donc arc a-serics, of three monographs show-
mg Chinese population by .census tract. Most of the Chinese are concentrated
in large metropolitan arcas like New York, Los Angeles, San Franciscg, and

other urban centers. Gener'llly, the Chinese popu]'mon will be given for-the'

whole city. ‘But then you“may ask: Where are they -concentrated? In’what

area’? How many do they have in Chxmtow n? Arc-they spreading out; are

thcy dlspersmg Where are they ‘moving to? In what direction are they
going? Are they going into the better nc1ghborhoods’ Arc they living with
other minority groups? How are they redistributing themselves? As a result
of my tabulation, I was able to break dowr the Chinese population by census
tract. As I mentioned, three of these booklets have already come out. Some

of the librarics may have reccived these copics, which give a breakdown af .

Chinese population by census tract for cleven Standard Metropohtan Statis-

tical Arcas. That almost covers about 95% of the Chinese in this country.

I have a lxmxted number of copics here with me, and those who are really
doing serious work,, I can let you have copies.

Another source of statistical’ data is local organmmons Some -of these .
orgamzauons publlsh their own booklets. D{amples of thesc are the Chmese



Chamber of Commerce dircctorics, the Restaurant Association Yearbook,
student organization publications, ctc.
City and State governments sometimes publish theirlown inforination on
the Chinese. But as Him Mark Lai says, “You have to dlg You have to dig
very hard, and somctimes you re rewarded very amply with a great deal of
information. One thing I'd like two emphasize is that when we do find new
sources, they should be made available to other researchers so that others |
won’t have to go through the sane 1outc .md waste tunc dmng the work all
over again. : .
Now a word of caution: I w ould like to point out th.\t these sources aree
govcrnmcnml sourccs T hC) are done by outsiders, and we have to take into
~ account that there is a cérmm amount of bias in them. The figures may reflect
cultural lcqnmgs that agé not obvious to the outsider. The d.\ta may not be
entirely accurate. For example, the census may be an undercount, yet it is
the most reliable source that we have, because it is a 100 percent count and
we have a 20 pcrccnt sample. So with the large numbers mvolvc&i I think we
can get some trcnd 1nd some sense of the Chinese popuhtlon from the
_ numbers. /
©As Mr. Chinn said,“Fi igures ar¢ unromantic. What can y ()u IC'un from rows
"and rows.and. columns' and, colurnns of Egurcs’" "Actuqlly figures tell us a
+. ‘great-deal. T thought perhaps I'd take just a-few minutes to tell you,some
~+-=pf the information that' can be glc:mcd or} mnterpreted trdm my figures. (Of
course, other pcople may interpret them ui different ways‘ )
From the census we can learn how nmn) there are of us, where we are, and
how we’re dlstrlbutmg ourselves. For instance, a very interesting fact that |
I've discovered is that more Chinese are ow going to New York than are ‘
staymg in San Francisco or'in California. Ir{ fact, three times,as many Chinese
arc going.to New Yo rk rather than to San Fr.mcuco Yesterday I was talking
* with Charles Chao, and he was’ mentlomngr the. problcms f -Oakland, Cali- .
fornia and how difficult it was to get fundmg for the buildiges that are going
_up. Istherca reluctancé,on the part of th ‘Chinesc to go.to Oukland E China-
town? And yct _ chrytmng in New Yowk’s Chinatown seetng to.be ]ugt bust-
ing out all over. Everywhere you sec, Chlmto“n 1s ]ust rcachmg out. Fronv
an -area ‘of about c1ght square blocks, we can sec by the” concentration- of
» Chinesc that thcy have spread to about ninctecn census tracts, Right- m_g}ﬂs,,.’_';
httl¢ area of nireteen census tracts in lower Manhattan y('S’u have more
"\ Chinese than the entire states of IMinois or Massachusetts combined. So from
* this information’ )ou can see where the problems are. gomg to arise, where
the adjustments | have to be made, where the greatest need is. :
Houston Texas séems to be gammg trcmcndouslv in Chinese populatxon
What is the-reason’ for this? Again it is an intriguing qucstnon San Jose has .,
a tremendous number of professnomls Again, what causcs this? I thmk rn i
leave these qucstnons to some of Ehc other socml scientists to ferret out. How
about busmcss background busmess prospc&? In- New 'York's Chinatown
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there are about 260 restaurants going full blast. More scem o be popping
up cvery day, There's over. 200 garment factories unlmng Chinese women as
garment workers.

Not only do you geta distribution pattern and the movement of popula-
tion, the ccnsus also gives the figures of physical mobility. Are we a static
popul.mon-r Do we move from state to state I found out that most of the
Chinese — tllrcc out of five —have moved in the Jast five years. Either thcy4
have made fthc trans-Pacitic lcxp or they have moved. And this gives you a
trcmcndous fecling of phy sical mobility. W hen thcy move out of thatown,;
perhaps \\c can call that social mobnhty /

I‘rom thc census, we can also obtain bouﬂ datd 5uch as sex, fp:,cngn bom .
or native /‘bmn age, marital and f.nmly status, ctc. I think an 1mportant clicfo, "
sociaf’behavior is whether .you're native born or foreign born. Anothcr-ltem .
of information which cime out in my.studics although it did not pertain to
cmplo> ment, was the ratg of intermarriage. The census gives a breakdown
in'thé married category. Ifi f'gurcd that within the age group of 24 to 35 about
. 40 percent of the males are now intermarrying. Forty pcrcent' Two out of
ﬁvc’Thqt is a tremendously hngh rate. Thcsc are some of the interesting facts
youl can uncover. “

I found out also that the number of Chinese children bcmg born is dcchmng
at g fantastic rate. The average Chinese family is only 3.7. Not evemr two
cluldrcn per family. The women’are not having ch1ldren until a much later =«
agc* And when they have children, they have one or two.

Iﬂ ‘econommic d.m( the census ;cvcals a.concentration, Qf occupation. The
Chinese are no longcr in laundries; thcy are fast’ bccommg extinct., The Chinese
are no longer in laundries, but they are conccntmtmg heavily in restaurants.,
Onec.out of cvery third person cmplovcd is in the restaurant business. And
one out.of three arc in professions. The proportion of Chinesg females in the

. labor force is hnghcr than that, for either whites or blac here is a social
1mphcat10n jn this. fact because: formerly: Chinese women dnd net work out-
‘side of their homes Again, what effect does this have on the famlly’ Almost
half of the Chinese women w orking in New York Cntv work in garment
factoncs as seamstresses. -

How about “health data?: Health data is s'vanlablc from the Public Health’
‘Admnmstranon and. from the Vital Statistics Burcaus of the various cities. |
remeiiber I spokc m an Asian, American class just-a while back in Scton Hall,

New Jetsey, ; onc of the young students. challenged. me. . He said; “What

are talking a out rcscarch on staUstlcs for- Don’t you rcalwc therc are sbcml .
~—problems 1w Chinatownz™._ | L . -

I asked, “What kind of EEBEnsW““—“’

He replicd, “Health, for instange.’ -

“Well, what shall \\e do about the health problcm- What are the main
problems"’ [

HlS answcr was , “T.B., for cmmplc
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H()\\ do ym: l\no“ ; Vhlt is the rate g)f I. B e . .
“Ihs 1cpl} “I"don’t know:.’ :
I'said, “What do you thigk is the nain hq.llth pml)lcm in Chinatown today?’
In my courses at Clt\ (‘()llcg New York Iepur my stirdents into the com-
““““ munity. 1 mcm we don't do things in anfisolated fashion aside from reality.
My S(lld(.n(b W ‘ork right in thcjommumt\ I assign them p.lmull i\ pml)lbms
to deal with. In onc clinic which was set up in C hinatown, the doctor asked
that his diagnoses be tabulated. From a year > worlgat the }hlllg he had scen
about gouo patients. ()nc of my: students tabsulacedl the diagnoses and the ilinesses.
It was. found that out of “goo patients that visited that clinic during the year,
there was only one case of TB. But to his surprise, what do you think the
_ Jain problcm plaguing the Chinese was? You would never guess. Can T get
X o rcspmm from the audience’ Yes, high blood pressurg. Ilvpcxtcmlon 15 the
i qnm probltm Not very. long. ago doctors used to say, “Fyverybody should
%1( rice because the Chlﬂ(:\c have low blood prc%surc. Tod.nv l)c ause of the
mgental stress in ad1pt1ng to a new land, the Number One health probkm
' a,mong the Chmcsc is hypertension. So thati is hm\ statistics can hclp

Comment: Stanford M. Lyrmn NewSchool for Social Rescarch,New York
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#5— SIGNIF]CANT CHINISE FROM AMER]CA S PASI
Chmﬁnnn Robcrt A, Nash, Sxerra Madre California

DR. NG POON CHEW AND
THE HISTORY OF THE CHINESE IN AMERICA
LBy
Corinng K. Hor:.\'Tm |
Chnptcr XH Thc Polmcs of lmnugrntwn*

I‘ conomic compcutmn ﬁlw1ys tends to mcrc1se the fcelmg of ‘nation-

alistic” prc]udxcc L : »
S ~Brown, Immtgratzon

Among the rare ]ourmhsts ‘who sympntfhzc with the Chinese *in San
i Francisco at this tine was a dxsmplc of Henry George's Singl¢ Tax movement
named Patrick Healy. Healy had written articles svmpnthcnc to
in several magazines, ¢ had been sh()ckcd in stigation by the vio-
lence of the prc]udlcc against the Chinesc in all ﬁc]ds of labor despite the
universal conviction tlnt were honest, reliable workers He determined
to touch Ameneﬂr!rconscnehcc and encourage her to render justice to the
much-abused Chmcse\L‘oolqng for a Chinesc-American \uth the b1ckground
to help him, he had been introduced to Ng Poon Chew. -

- Patrick Healy et Ng Poon Chew, 1ust as Chew v,ns/i\volvcd .jn-his own
plnns to fight the snﬂmg provisions of the latest ngumon\Act'(‘@hew per-
“.ceived that t;r(s new ‘Act was:a threat to all the hopes that he had cherished
for the Chirpesc in America. Chew agreed to share with Healy the documen-
_tary evidence that he ‘had bz;n accumulating for several years listing anti-
Chmese a,cys by Amcrlmns ealy and Chew agrced that they would write

Aa book/together, using only the sober facts that Chew had assembled. They
‘hoped that the facts were powerful enough to tell their story.
‘1 At the time of the Treaty of 1904 Chew had allovifed himself a rare 0utburst
_ of bitgerness: \ '
! . we are/ndw stuck with an Agx"eemcnt nominally to protect thc
5 Chmcse in the United States but in fact all Chinese, whether they arc
merchants or ‘officials, teachers, students ‘or tourists, are reduced to
the statug.of dogs in America. The dogs mtust have with them neck-
. laces [their regxstrnnon] which attest to thexr legal status before thcv
i are a]lo ed to go out [into the streets]. Otherwlsc the‘v wouldbe . ~ a
* arrested as unfegistercd, unowned wild dogs and would be herded

‘\; .

A

['Chpp(er of fufthcoming book. . Copyright @ 1975 by Corinne K. Hocxm('
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into a detention camp . This s an ogous to the present plwht of _
the Chinese in America. l he US, lmnugrmnn otficers in thc imnterior
. I\u:p h.lrlssmg our merchants, oficials; missionaries, students and
: tourists. "Their vigilance is not too ditferent from the street dog

catchers | . lhmwh the Freaty was designed o prolubic lihor and
prutu.t ufh(.nls students and merchants, now the U.S, (.uVumnun
is attempting to expel all Chinese.! \

Xred on l)\ his mmplchulsmn of the extreme srtumnn uf the Chinese
cominunity in America and l)\ a dyviamic mixture, of angrer and' hupc Chew
and his friend Healy worked smftl\' on their ‘§mtu//em for Now-Lxe lusion.
They traced the w hole history of Amcm. an invol¥enment aith the Chinese
back to the tea trade conducted by New I nghlind merchants in the late 18th
century which helped bring C hina the dubious gift of cheap, plmnful opium,
They pointed out that Amcrica had usuatly been the aggressor in Sino-

"Amenmn relations, forcing the Chinese to q.ldc scd\mg aut labor far -mines

and r.lﬂrmds, the greéit ranches” and the l\ltLhCn\ and parlors of Sanr I'ran-
cisco homes. ‘\]\NVS the Chinese had ‘come begause. their help had been
wanted for/a ]nl) nd one else caredl to fill. Sldlv‘im\ recorded the lohg list
of Jtrucmu uznns the Chinese going back to the 18 350's. They explored the
prcss prop.lmmh wthich had whipped economic fears of compceting labor into
a hysteria of moby hatred. They entmerated thébitter fruit born of this hu«'ht-
ened prejudice against the Chinese — from the discriminatory California faws
and San Francisco ordinances, of mid- -century to the I velusion Laws and rigid

immigration rcgulmnm of their own day. As Chew studied the situation, he

had Blcomc more and more disturbed l)\ the contrast berween the treatment
of Chinese in the United States and that of other foreign groups. And the
rcason for that difference was all too clear to hine and lmpussxhlc of remedy

in thc current state of the law: : .

In the American political system, the President and legislators are
clected by cm?m In America, all other aliens are grmtcd the right
to naturalizatiofl and hence citizenship and the right to vote. Since the
American President, senators and congressmen do not have to court

- Chinesc votes, they can deliberately violate the prmc:plcs of cquality
[for the Chinese].?

As Chew and Patrick Hc.alv w orkcd at whltc hc1t on their book, thc spirit
of newly awakened nationalism was bearing fruit thromzhout the Chinese
world. The reforms instituted by the Manchus, restricted and p1mal as they
were, opened the gate to a longing for more fundamental reform. When the
gmnt backward Russian Fmplrc was defeated by the island kmgdom of _]ap:m.
it Whas seen in China as a victory of As{a over the West, of consntunonal
reform over despotism. - : Y

For America the most 1mmedmrc,/pr1cnc‘nl result of the new national pride
in China was the development l)f rrhc boy: um against Amcrican goods. The

/
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boycott began in the treaty ports where Americans had cstablished ther
main trading centers, The rising class of Chinese merchants there were angry.
These Chinese businessien saw their countrymen barred from free entry into
the U.S, and were fuced with degrading restrictions themselves when they
traveled to America, ' .
In July 19os Chinese firms in the treaty ports were pressing for a ban on all
business dealings with Amecrica, including such imports as cotton cloth frm_i}l
Southern mills and kerosene, Schools and colleges disearded Amerigan bookb

from their regular course-of study. By the end of July, Getz Bros., one of

the biggest American firms tlj;ulill'g with -China, had recdived word that the
boytotr was a total success from the point of vic“-‘\»f th;)(l'hincsé' merchants.
The New Yord Times editarial colnmn explained’ the connectign hetween
the boycott and American treatment of merchants and other exempt classes.
It also spoke of Chinese resentment over U.S. extension of the ban on Chi-
nese labor to our I]C\\‘i‘\‘—\\'()l) dcpcndcncics of Hawaii and the Philippines.
“In the context of thé\‘Pncili‘c.“lt makes no sense and threatens the prosperity™

- of Chinese merchants.?

Chinatown in San Francisco responded with even more enthusiasm than
to the cause of the Reform Party. Placards appeared exhortng all local mer-
chants to observe the boycott and press for the repeal of the EFxclusion Law.
Mgctings were held to raise money in support of the boycott. Inspired by
this first unified expression of Chinese pride in many decades, Chew had
especially high hopes for his book, nrging Non-Exclusion.

Americans were stunned,: especially -when the bovcott began to pinch
Southern cotton growers, Northern textile mills, and Standard Oi! with igs
“oil for the lamps of China.” Flad we not always been China’s friend? they
asked somewhat naively. '

Tﬁough not so cager for land nor so prone to “gunboat diplomacy™ as
Europe, ‘America had treated Chirnese on American soil, even in some cases
diplomats, in such a humiliating way as to canccl out any benefits we night
have gained by our lack of territorial greed. One Chinesce diplomat in Wash-
ington, arrested for lacking visa or registration, had been tied by his queuce to
a fence. The loss of honor was too much for him to bear. and he committed

suicide.

A month before the boveott officially l)cgn%cricnn bankers and mill-
owners had already called on President TheodoreYRoosevelt to protest the
conditions which were making this anti-American movement possible. Faced
with the threat to our China trade. Roosevelt was forced. to examine our
whole China policy". B ' : :
Though unable to force Congress to amend the law without popular sup-
port, he intended to do his best. as he informed the worried businessinen:
Our lawsand trea ties showld-be so framed as to guarantec.to al} China-
men, save of the excepted coolie class, the same right of entry to this
country..and the same treatment while here, as is gnqrr_:m[cechi) any
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other nation, By (“le\c action, Tamas rapidly as posable p\hlmu
a stop to the abuses which have grown up diring nuany vears in the

< administration of the law. 1 ean do o preat deall and will do prea
deal even without the action of Congress, but b eannat do |l| that
should be done uitless sotne action s taken Thy Congres].

An exceutive order from President Roosevelt did go through to the T
gratvon Service charging them to discard their .)lill\l\t treatiment of legitimate
Chinese merchants and travelerd, Meanwlnle Congress went so far as to con
ducr an, mvestigation into the causes of the boycott. The committee turned
up the information that Atficrican immigration practices were the chief cause.
of Chinese resentment. There the matter rested. .

U ntnrtun'ncl\' for Roosevelt’s goad intentions and the hopey nourished in
Americin Chinatowns and Chinese treaty ports by the success of the boycort,
Americas whole view of inmigration was Lhmumg The Chitiese were no
longer thc tm:in bone of contention in the eyes of most Americans, but they
were to be coimcidental losers. _

After 1882 there was o dramatic change i the size and mature of immigra-
tion to the United States. Whereas most of the "okl immigrants” had come
from northern and ‘western Furope, the “new imniigrants™ came fropn
castern and southern Furope. Before this time immigrants from ITtalv, the
Austro-Flungarian Fmpire, Russia and the Balkans, together with Turkey
and the \car Fast, had not sent more than 8.000 to 10,000 immigrants a ycar.
But betw'een 1400 and 1914, the outbrealk of World War 1, cach of these arcas
sent as many as ten tnies that numhcr and more. Thc Austrian Fmpire ac-
counted for 3100000, Ttalv for 1.000,000, Russia for 2,500.000 and the Bal-
kans and Near Fast for goo,n00, ln fifteen vears g 500,000 people entered the
United States. mostly through the port of New York where many of them

staved. American Protestants beheld Roman C agholics, Greck Orthodox. Jews -

Sqs

and Mohammedans bring their customs and modes of w m:shlp to the |
of the Pilgrim Fathers. Many Americans, forgot that they too had once been
immigrants sccking rdlqmus and political hberty and tconomic betterment.
Many did not realize that even in thc vears of heaviest immigration the for-
etgn- -born’ popnlntmn of the United States never evceeded 15%, a 3% risc
over the average of other vears. Overwhelmed™y a sense of being engulfed
in"a forcign invasion, many more Amecricans came to feel about the new immi-
grants as they had once felt about the Chincse. that thev w nuld corrupt and
dominate the American wav of life. R .

On the Pacific Coast. meanwhile. Japanese immigrants, who had “been
taking over Chinese jobs, especially in agriculture. had heightened anti-
Oriental feeling in California where most of them settled. Now Chinese Fx-
clusion groups took Japanese and Korcans as their targets as well and

reorganized into Asiatic F\'clmion L.eagues.

The “new immigration” was becoming the target of other groups besides
the Native American and super-patriot groups who had always nppmcd
9" S
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pnndgration. While mostly siiple peasants hke the “old wnnngranes,” the
“new imnerfnes” were flooding nro the crmes where dyerr aibor was re
x]\m'cd i facrortes and on constructton projects mstead of pomng west to farm.
Inthe aities where the mmgrants were crow ded muulxu sl they came
mto more direcr, abrsive contict and uunpumnn with Americans than
fnhncrl\' As g results organized labor became vocal in opposition to all
mnnngrants, who, rhey l(h were takmg jobs from American workers.

By tgos immugration had becore one of the central and obsessive coneerns

- of the Amegican people. Among those organizations impressed l)\' the impor-

tance of thet isue was the Nationa Civie Feder, ition, one of mm\ reform
groupsassociated with the Propressive movement. The Progressive movement,
which had srrongly inthienced Theodore Roosevelr, had arisen around the
turn of the century 1o combuat the evils spawned by the Industrial Revohition
and the rise of cities. The Federation issued invitations to all groups and pronu-
nent mndividuals concerned with wnmigration to send delegares to a Confer-
ence on hnmigration 1o be held ar Madison Square Garden Conceere Hall in
carly December 1gos, -

The Chinese community i San Frameiscog as beings the most imporeant in
the conntry, recaived aninvitation to send a representarive whao could speak
in its hehalf, By this time the Chiorg Sai Yar Po and its editor, onee so mrul\
opposed by the establishment in Chinatown, were unversally regarded
among its hrlghlcsr ornaments. \What berrer Chinese delegate conld there hc
to speak before a distinguished . American audience than Ng Poon Chew, the
witty dramatic speaker and ceditor, co-author of a major treatise opposing

* -

exclusion®
It is probably at this time that € h(\\\ requested and was wr.mtcd an mrerview
with President Theodore Roosevelt\like the majority: of Americans®of his
generation, Chew was fascinated by the chamcrer of Theodore Roosevelr. the
tirst President ro inake such a strong wnipression on his country since Abraham
Lincoln. the tirst to achieve stature in l\u eves of the world. anculr s strong
posture in forcign affairs. his spon\m&lup of domestic reforms, hl\ honest
administration and strang exeeutive leadership contrasted with the colorless
prcs‘idcnr\ who had preceded him, .
Chew's interview with the President only reinforced a llfclnnq admiration,
Farly in his administration. Roosevelt had shocked public opinion by inviting
the rmLmu hJ\(k leader, Booker T \ashington, to lunch at the W hite Flouse,

. Representing ‘mother sometimes- desprsed race. Chew received a warm wel-

come from the President. who shared with the former Presbyterian minister
a concern for the “moral tone™ of his rimes. He pointed out to Chew that his.
Exccutive order calling for fair and courtcous treatment of Chinese immi-
grants and visitors was reportedly hringing imprm'cmcnr in their receprion,
However, Chew inust rcxluc that any major mmhf‘c.m(m of the law must

come from Congress. .
In the cupboria of acrually having talked to the President, Chew went on

’ [V
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to the Conference m New York Chew was wellaware of the mtense apposi
tion to fus vigws even before the conference gor around to dm'n\\ingz At
ummgranon, which was scheduled o take pl.lw o they st dav, Frday,
December 80 On Wednesdayv, Décember o, .-\ng:n\t Relmon T Presudent ot
the Natoml Civie Federaton, n]»('nml the Conterence betfore 500 d(‘]k‘!zf.l((‘\.
He set the Revinote audicions study of the “relation of aben to dmm\ti(‘
Libor™ as well as the “ctfect of alien Tabor upon the plnmcxx b the negro!

Bvo of the most promment Tibor h aders of the dav - Terence I’m\(hrl\
of the l\nu'ht\ of Labar and Sanucel ¢ .HHI]HI\ of the American Fedération of
Labor--were to he among the i speakers, Gompers, himsell anmmn

prant from l"ngl.m(l,‘ tmmediatety attacked alb alien Lihoters for taiking the
bread out of the months. of .'\I‘llkl‘l‘i('.‘ln worhers Isador Strane the depart
ment store ovwner and l\lnimthrnpl\t who hvlpml bud Vaevs anto the
world’s biggest store, recalled that two of the spealiers, himselt and Gompers,
were mumigrants and thet the other, Belmont, was the son of animmigrant,
While admirting that the crowded sitnanion of moderm American eities ¢, iled
for some restriction of | immigration, he \pnl\c ot for the “fundamental fnnman
right to migrate from misery and poverty to hope.”

The nexe d\\ mmpt rs nud to ke the loor again with o special attack
on Chinese immigration, but was told to save his remarks on the subjeer il
Fridav” Gompers was to be Chew's most strenuons and detcrmined opponent,
Tlis most famous utterance on the <subject of Chinese exelusion had been
his pamphlet Hear v Rice which set our 1o prove that American worlers,
family meni who needed meat to Leep up therr strengeh, werg no mateh for
the \anIL Chinese, who could work well on rice alone. Maorcover, he -

. pms()ncd his cconomic arguments with victous turn-of-the-gentury anti-

Chinese ste reotypes. .
On Friday morning ex-Senator Higging took the (‘hnr for the disciaion nf

Agiatic immigration. Though favor able to the mtr\‘ oftmerchants, \tndmts
cte.. he utterly opposed the admission of Taborers ¢ ‘for racial reasons.” " Chew,
the pcr\nmhutmn of the adapratality of the Chinese that they all “chiiined
was nnp(mlbk walked to the phrfnrm in his modern drw\ short-cue hair.
Teddy Roosevelt moustache, Most telling svmbol of his Nmericin credentials )
W his cx¢ cptmml mastery of the I nuh\h lwwu'm The essence of his speech
was reported in the Neqe )nrl T inres the next dw‘

Iam here to plead thc cause of the vellow pcnplc not a vellow canse,

Somc people have 2 great fashion of ¢ ihng chings rhc\ do not hl\c‘,

vellow. You L\dndc the vellow fman. You fear the \cllm\ p(rll [

cdit a white p\pcr turncd ourt l)\ velow men, and many white men

arn out vellow papers. f1 .mQ’hrcr and applause] 1 I do not ask the

.ldnussmn.of all the Chinese people. or even of the lborng classes

although of right they ought to come. Agording to the ideas of civi-

lization of the twentieth cgnrury, a natio

which it can enforee. This doetrine demies

o)
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until wie have the might to demand ¢qual treatinent with other coun-
tries. China will some day be ready for this. She is pxcparmg tobea
great nation by learning to kill the l.mrcst number of men in a ‘given
time, with the least expense to herself. Thcn, and not until then, will
she be looked upon as a pow er to be reckoned with. '

- Of course, we have Chincse people of bad character, gamblers and
opium eaters. If T were a wonun, I would rather my husband, if
he insisted on taking something,’ took opium rather than whisky.
Whisky transforms mien into brutes. Opium transforms them into
living corpses. The American, filled with whisky, comes home and
kicks his wife. The Chinaman comes home and "his wife klcks him.
[Laughter] , : .
You.say you are afraid. the 100,000 Chinamen will contammatc your
80,000,000 people. American workirigmen, who fear neither - God
nor the devil, say they arc afraid of the inoffensive Chinaman. I can-
not credit that. I do not ask the repeal of the Exclusion Act,’ but its
modification. The Exclusion Act forbids the entry of Chinamen into
the United States except five classes, officials, merchants, teachers,
students and travelers, but the restrictions are such that it is 1mpos-
sible for alniost any of these classes to enter, We want better men as
inspectors of i immigration, not the plgheqdcd oyster-brained nﬂicmls
you have now.?

A great ‘burst of laughter, cheers and apphuse greeted the end of Chew’s
speech. The Tirresisummed i it up neatly by saving that hc ‘made the hlt of
the day.” Vo -

Yet the enthusnsn’) ()r\thc crowd in.no way detcrred the next thrcc speakcrs
from making their st;crcg‘)tvpcd attacks upon the undesirability of the “coolie.”
One speaker, Walter Alac Arthur, a labor leader, went further by asking to
extend the ban to fqpqncﬁc and Koreans. “The .\iongolmn racc is opposed
to the Caummn. lg: msnstg in a popular cliché. ‘Thcv corrupt our men
“and women. Mr. Péop. Chu Scems able to do more than_ most other editors.
He can travel 1croswtpf country to express his opinions \\hen other editors
in Cahfornn arc srlc"’ﬂﬁg‘ o their business.” .

MacArthur’s * persot},nlhtt.lck upon Chew was hmhl\' nnpopular with the
delegates. who glectcﬂ it ‘\uth hisses.” After lunch two missionarics praised
the good qualities of the ]apaneﬁe and Chinese respectively. Pcrhaps under the
influgnce of this more posmVC 1pproach the Resolutions Committee reported -

' a.resolution about Cth:i imigration that was a slight lmprovemcnt over

the current law. It advae

skllled and unskilled labor.™

- Samuel Gompcrs rose, the persomﬁcmon of the mjddle-of-the-road- labor

leader-With strong ir« n I'dt: said that it.was all very well for the “reverential -

and profcs*smn;ll gentls 1cn to “throw your gates wide open, but it is a

very (ilﬁcrcnr\ pr()p()sltl()nj_}sl,\br the American vmrkmglmn The American
i Ty

cd adm/ttmg' all Chinese except “coolies, Chinese
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S W orlungm.m realizes that his Lundltmn is beteer than that of any other yvork-
" ingmarrinany part of the world, but he is ot yet satisfied. There is rooin for ,
improvement.and in sccurmg it, the admission of the Chinese would be fatal.”?
Terence Powderly of the Knights of Labor strongly seconded Gompcrs‘
view and stated that the American people did not wish to associate with the
Chinese. S\mycd b) Chew’'s cloquence, the Conference had at first recom-
mended a more positive approach to the Chinese ummgr.mon question; But
now, pushed by the anti-Chinese forces, thC) were in the process of c?mng-
ing back ro the unfortunate wordmg of “exclusion” with the exempt classes
metely * C\ceptcd from the provmons of the law rather than freely admitted.
So Chew had ]ournC) ed East to sée President Roosérelt and address the
: Immlgratlon Confcrence with a plea for his people. What had he to showb
for it? Thc cpitaph for the Conference was an editorial in the New' York
Times on “The Chinese Labor Puzzle” which allowed Chew to be “a Chinese
humorist upon whose shoulders the mantle of Minister Wu [Ting-Fang,,
former Chincse minister to the U.S. and a v cry popular. speaker] has settled.”
But bcyond this brief accolade, the whole editorial dealt ‘with the “vellow
'penl" in polite terms. Even though the Chinese were unlikely to come here
in such numbers as to cngulf’-:\mcnca_ns, there was a possibility that they
might. After all,-they had done so in'Mongolia and Manchuria. Far from
being inoffensive as CHew maintained, “the’ Chinaman’s single mindedness”
was what “‘gives him the uppcr hand” when he “‘comes in compctmon " with
another people . .. “Let us beware of compllmtm«r our problc1m by opcn ng
the gatesto a ﬂood of yellow brethren.” ~
The Conference had still another ironic footnote w thh Chc“ could ot
yet foresee as he rode home on the train, contcmplatmg the wreck of Kis
hopes. His speech had done for Chew what it had not done for the Chinesc.
‘He was:shortly to emerge as a man much sought after, most desirable for
 addressing public meetings and speal\mg before orgamz.ntlons of every. stripe
'\ “From schools to churches to serucc clubs 1o veterans’ groups.
Ve Fooniotcs—Chnptcr X
1 [’,ditori.ﬂ "I'hc U.S. ijcmn.icnt to Extend the Equusiull Agreement, Part 6, “CSYP,

April 2, 1904.

20Op. cit. Apnl 2, 1904. )
3 Edltorml “The ‘Chinese Boycott,” The New York Times, July 22, 1905, page 6.
‘¢ Roosevelr, Theodore, State P.rpers_ .
% The New York Times, December 7, 1903, page 2. .

% The New York Ttmes, Decgmber 8, 1903, page =. R

7 The New York Times, Décember 9, 1905, page 2. . .
8 The Neaw York Times, De&ember o, 1905, page 6,
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. EXAMPLE FOR THE NATION:
NEVADA'’S EXECUTION OF GEE JON

. By
a v ~ Lorex B. CH-\\

é

,On the evemng of August 27, 1921, Tom Quong Kee, a seventy-four-year-

old Chinese laundryman and nominal member of the Bing Kung Tong, was

awakened by someone knocking ‘on the rear door of his cabin in the little
mining town of Mina, Nevada, located about 175 miles south of Reno.  Clad
in pajamas and a jacket and holding a lighted candle in one hand, the old man
groped his way to the door. When he opened it, he was confronted.by two
other Chinese, one standing in front of another. The man standing in back
‘pulled out a .38 caliber Colr revolver, and promptly fired ewo shots at Tom
over the shoulder of his confederate. The bullets went into and through the
old laundryman’s heart.!

It was a brutal and senseless killing, but a part of the overall pattem of tong
warfare then plaguing some segments of the Chinese-American commumty
in California.2 The violence spread to areas in the neighboring state, since
most towns in western Nevada were econormcally and- socmlly tied to the
cides of northem California.

In 1921, the Chinese sections of many northern. California towns and cities
* were afflicted by feuding tongs. The fighting in San Francisco supposedly
started becausc a member of the Hop Sing Tong stole a ‘Chinese slave gu‘l

belongmg to a member of the opposing Suey Sing Tong. To avenge the in-
justice suffered by one of its members at the handsiof a member of an opposing
‘tong, the Suey Sing council, supported by an ally, the Bing Kung Tong, '
declared “war” on the Hop Sings. The signal was given for the commence-
ment of ten months of tit for tat violence.®

Just a few hours after Tom Quong Kee was.slain at Mina, Nevadd, Chinese
opera performer Le¢ng Quie Sang was shot twice in the head while preparing
‘a late evening snack in the kitchen of his San Franicsco apartment.* Wherever
there were tong members, the violence was bound to spread. By the end of
August 1921, even_ smaller towns like Watsonville and Marysville were
affected.® In Fresno, Gee Sing received a bullet wound in his right’ ear after
a tong assailant fired three shots at him with a .32 caliber pistol.® To the north
in Oakland, Woo Wai, a prosperous San Franciscb herbalist, was stopped on
a strect corner by two men in a largc automobile. Tivo shots rang out, the
first of which struck and killed him.” There were probably other murders
which went unnoticed and unrecorded. '

In Nevada, however, the-killing of Tom Quong Kee was the big news.” On
Sunday morning, August 28, 1921; a Chinese vegetable peddler went looking
for Tom. Pccrmg through onc of the windows of Tom's cabin, he saw his
friend’s body sprawlcd on the floor. He notxﬁcd the justice of the peace in
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Mina, L. E. Cornelius, who in turn called the situation to the attention of
deputy sheriff W. J. Hammiw‘ The deputy examined- the body and SCQ of -
the crime, and traced the footprints of two persons from the cabin to a spot
where there were automobile tire tracks and'some empty beer bottles.

Only eight to ten. days before, Hammill saw two Chincse strangers in Mina
_ at the Palace Cafe, men who were supposed]y looking for work. At that’time,

the deputy was warned that the pair were not unemployed and innocent, but
were tong members sent from Reno to Kill the aged Tom. Because of liis sus-
pxc:ons, Hammill telephoned Reno police chief John M. Kirkley to be on the
lookout for a car bearing two Clunese male suspects. The men were appre-
hended.?

Physically, twenty-nine-year-old Gee Jon and ninetcen-year-old Hughie
Sing did not seem mumld'mng China-born Gec stood 5% inches,and weighed
129 pounds. Hughic, who was born in Carson City, measured only s feet,
2% inches tall, and tipped the scale at a modest 105 pounds.’® Gee emigrated
ffom Canton, China around 1907 or 1908. Except for a brief stay of two to
three months in Stocl\ton s Chinatown, he lived his entire life in the United
States within the confines of San Francisco’s Chinatown. Hence he had difti-
culty in understanding and speaking English.!? Hughie Sing, on the’ other
hand, attended grammar school in Carson City, and could speak, read, and
write both English and Chinese.’? He had been a member of the Hop Sing
. Tong for only two months prior to being enlisted as Gec's partner in crime.!®

After their arrest, both suspects w erc interrogated by the Reno police.
Chief Kirkley advised Hughlc that anything he'said could be used against him
in court, and that it would be best for him to tell the truth.!* Thinking that
he might be set free lmmcdmtc]y if he cooperated with the authorities, Hughie
confessed his role in the crime and also implicated Gee.’® Both Gee and
Hughie were sent back to Mina, where they were held’ \wthout bail until a
preliminary hearing was held on September 8, 1921. W.'H. Chang of San
Francisco, most likely a Hop Sing Tong member, sccured the services of Reno

-attorney James M. Frame as defense counsel.'
On the advice of counsel, Hughie repudiated his oral confession.’” Both

. Gee and Hughlc waived the right to-make a statement at the Scptcmbcr 8

* hearing. Their counsel entered pleas of “not guilty” for cach of them.?8
Trial was held in Hawthorne from ‘November :8 to December 3, 1921
before the Seventh Judicial District Court for Mineral County, Nevada. Both
men ‘denied being members of the Hop Sing Tong, shooting Tom Quong
Kce, or going to Mina with the intention of killing him. They claimed to be
on their way to TZlopah where they wanted to obwin employment in a
* restaurant.!® Hughfe also said that he confessed tcrg?Reno police chief in
the belief that he would be immediately freed.?
The court was not convinced. According to pnor testimony of witnesses
and law enforcémentsofficials, the two accused Chinese were in Mina eight
to ten days before the killing. At that time they looked over the town, and
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) surveiled their intended victim. Prcvibusly, Hughic had lived with Tom in
Mina for two #ecars; such experience and his knowledge of English made him

the best person to guide Gee Jon on his murderous mission.*!

Both men were found guilty of first degree murder.** After the new year,
Judge J. Emmett Walsh pronounced death sentences on the two killers.
According to a law passed in 1921 by the thirticth $ession of the state legisla-
ture and signed by Governor Emmet D, Boyle, all criminals sentenced to.
death were to be executed by ineans of lethal gas. Gee Jon and Hughic Sing

~weére the. first to be affected by the new law.*

Prior to 1921, criminals sentenced to death in Nevada were exccuted in a
variety of ways. Before 1905, most of the condemned were put to death by
county officials; hence fromn 1866 to 1913, only ten men were executed at the
state prison.* Moreover, methods of execution werce variable. Up untl Janu-

_ary 1, 1912, hanging was the most common mode of exccution; from 1912 to

1921, a ‘condemned person could choosc between a rope or a firing squad.*
When the thirtieth session of the state legislature convened in 192, Deputy

: Attomey Gcneml,Frank_!Kem—inﬂuenced by the ideas of Dr. Allen McLean

Hamilton, an eastern téx@cologist—prevni'led upon Assemblymen J. H. Hart
of Lovelock and Harry L. Bartlett of Elko to introduce a bill in the lower
house that would make lethal gas the sole method of administering the death
pcnamlty.'-’“ Gas was belicved to be the most humane way to end life, especially
if it were to be administered while the condemned person was under the influ-
ence of a soporific drug. Little paiggwould be felt in passing from life to death.*?

Hart and Bartlett introductd their Assembly Bill 230 on March 8, 1921.
It was favorably reported out of committee, and passed the lower house by
avoteof 30t0 1 in‘favor\on March 15. The Senate received the bill Jater that
same day, and quickly approved the nieasure by a vote of 14to 1.* On March
28, Governor Emmet D. Boyle signed the bill, which stated that “The judg-
ment of death shall be inflicted by the administration of lethal gas . . . "%
Thus Nevada became the first state in the country to permit the use of poison-
ous gas in legally ending human life. 3¢

The new statute was to be implemented for the first tine in the case of
Gee Jon and Hughie Sing. Only adroit legal mancuvering and persuasive
argumentation could possibly save the pair. They were ably represented by
attorney James M. Frame. After Judge Walsh pronounced death sentences
on the two Chinesc, Frame moved for a new trial. Walsh denied the-motion,

and Framc was ready to appeal to the state supreme court.” -

" After their trial at Hawthorne, Gee and Hughie were.taken under th
custody of Sheriff Frederick B. Balzar to the state prison in Carson City, where
they were to be incarcerated until their sentences were carried out.*? Hughic
was confident, but also prepared for the worst:

I don’t think there’s no hope, unless maybc the Suprcnxlc court does
something. Our lawyer said he’d file’ something in the supreme court

" within thirty days, but if the court don't act I guess we'll have to die.™

L 1ug *
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During the latter part of Febr uary 1922, Frame filed an :1ppcnl with the

| . .
state supreme court, contending that execution by lethal gas constituted cruel

.and unusual pumshmcnt The appcnl automatically served as a stay of execu-

ton for the two men, who originally had been ordered executed between
April 16-22, 1922.% The first of a long series of legal maneuvers started.

In January of 1923 the court rendered a decision, on the 1922 appeal. “The
murder convictions were sustained, legal gas execution was held to be ncither
cruél nor unusunl pumshmcnt. and t!'c state’s execution law was deemed
specnﬁc and precnsc in the wording of its tltlc “Morcover, a dcfcnsc motion
for a new trial was denied.? . :

Undaunted, attorney Frame filed another appeal to thc state supreme court
for'a rehearing of the Gee and Hughic case. The court reacted unfav orably a0
~ Frame and his partner, Fiore Raffetto, then decided to apply for a writ of
,certorari in the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco. They stressed
" the refusal of N‘evada s highest state court to grant Gee and Huglne separate
trials, the cruel and unusual nature of lethal gas exccution, and the defective
wording of thc'ntle of Nevada’s 1921 capltal pumshmcnt statute.3” *

Nothing much hagpened as a result of the action, however, for the Nevada
supreme court refused to give its assent to be sued on the writ. Thereafter,
the attorneys for the Chinese petmoncd the state supreme court a second time
fora rchearmg, and again, the court ruled in the negatiye. According to the
court’s proccdqrcs, second petitions for rehearings were not allowed. In

addition, defense counsel wanted to argye the case on new grounds beyond

I.
those contained in the first petition. Therefore denial of the second petition

" was certainly ]usuﬁcd 38 : »

By the first part of Scptcmbcx 1923, the U.S. Supreine Court scermed to be the
court of last resort. Attorneys mee and Raffetto applied to the state supreme
court for a writ,of error, so that the case of Gee and Hughie could be carried
to the nation’s hlghest tribunal. On behalf of the state court, Chief Justice
Edward A. Ducker denied the applics tion for the writ.*® The judicial road,
however, was not complctcly blocked. If one of.the ]ustlccs on the U.S.
Supremc Court were willing to hear a petition for a writ of error, then he
and his fellow justices could hear the casc even with the pre]udlcc of the
Nevada suprenre court’s refusal to grajt a writ of error®® A petition for a
writ of error was first presented to Associate Justice Joseph McKenna, and
then to Chief jpsuee William Howard Taft. Both members of the highest
«court refused to permit the petition ‘to be filed.*! . Thereafter, Frame and
Raffetto could only direct any furthcr efforts.to sparc the lives of thcnr clients
toward state officials. - - o

In January of 1924, the two attorncxs trlcd to pcrsuade the state supreme
court to allow a petition for a writ of prohlbmon to be filed, whereby District .
Judge Walsh would be restrained from scmng a datc for the execution of
Gee and Hughie. The title of the execution law, according to Frame and
Raﬁetto did not spccxﬁcally cover the sub]cct of lethal gas execution. If t.he

~
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law was invalid for that reason, an execution date could not be set uneil che
title of the faw was changed. The court considered the title of the law valid
and sufficient, and denied the petition.** By mid-January, most of the legal
avenues of appeal were exhausted. About the last group- that might be
‘npproached was the state board of pardons, consisting of the governor the

. three state supreme court ]ustlccs. and the attorney general.*

i

* Believing that the board w ould be sway red by the nature of'pubhc opinion,
Frame and Raffetto started td Circulate pctmons in various parts of the state:

- four in Reno, onc in Carson City, and onc in southern Nev ndn 4t The pctltlons

addressed to the board of p11d()ns. declared:
The @ndersigned respectfully pctmpn your honorable body to commute
the sentence of Gee Jon and Hughie Sing, Chincsc,&n’denth to life
imprisonment. : -
We arc mformcd that Hughie Sing is a mere boy being only nineteen
years of 1<rc at’the time of thc commission of the crime, .md that Gee Jon
was at thc time of the commission of the crime an illiterate Chinese un-

. ncquamted with American cus'oms and not llkely to fully I know and

*appreciate the enormity of the act.
We fecl that the extreme penalty should not be e\actcd and think that
commutation of the sentence to life imprisonment would fully vindicate
the law and subserve public g g6od and avoid the horror of t.lkmg human
life by administration of lctlnl gas, a new and untried method.#®

In addition, the two lawyers sent more than four hundred letters to prominent

Nevadans, imploring thent to intercede with the bonrd on beh1lf of Gee and

Hughjc 0

——Framc gnd Raffetto became engrossed in tryving to save the t\\o Chinesc.

They dr()f}[/cd all "of their other c¢ase work to concentrate on Gee and
Hughle " Time indeed was running short. Judge VWalsh set February 8, 1924
as the date of execution. ™ The board of pardons would mect on January 25.4

Public opinion, on which the two defense attorney’s hopcd to rely, prov cd
to be quxtc varied, Several different matters had to be w cmhcd the racial and
ethnic origins of the two condemned slayers; the nature of their crime;
whether or not they deserved to be executed; and the mode of .their execution.
On the various. petitions circulated, about five hundred signatures were
obtained. Petitions were sent to the board of pardons from students on the

—Reno campus of the University of Nevada, the League of Women Voters in

. Reno, and from the citizens of Reno and Carson Gity. Letters to the board

calling for life imprisonment instead .of death for the Chinese also arrived
from Reno, Davton, and Genoa™ - :

On the other hand, those most familiar \nth thc ‘actual crime commltted
by Gece n_nd,Huglnc were the least sympathetic. Mineral County District
Attornty Jay H. White called the murder of Tom Quong Kee

purely a clean-cut prcmcdmtcd murder without any extenuating circum-

stances. The crime was one of the inost atrocious and cold-blooded in
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the history of thc state. I'cstunon\ of the trial will show that .lpplnca;r(;ns "

for commutation of sentence are llloglcal in view of thc f e case.b!
In support of the district attorney were ten of the original twelve district‘qqurt
jurors. Only two bf the jurors favored commuting the sentences of Gee and
Hughie to life imprisonment.® :

If the jurors could not agree on the qucsti(m of ¢ommutation, ncither could
the press. Racial considerations were prominent. The Fallon-Standard main-
t:uned that if Hughie Sing were white, at most he would have been convicted
pf second degrcemurder. Gee_Jon did the actual shooting, not Hughie. The
younger Chinese was merely an accomplice. The Standard’s editorial con- -
luded by asserting that if Hughlc were white, he would not be in danger
of being executed.™
trast to the Fallon newspaper, the Tonopah Daily Times uscd thc
estion in a different fashion. It called the convigted slayers “Chinese
ics,” and termed the long legal appeal process “the stubborn fight waged
by the tongs for the lives of J:heu‘ murderous tools.” The editor of the Times
insisted that

the state should serve notice on the lugh court of San Francisco’s Chma-

town that its behests will not be obcvcd in at least'one statc on the Pactﬁc

coast. Let these-murderers survive through commutation or pardon—the
action wpuld cstablish Nevada as the slaughterhouse of the tongs.® -
Thy race issuc thus was used to plead for justice in one case, and to incite the
“vellow peril” prejudices of white Nevadans on the other.

The racial consideration was kept alive when the board of pardons met in
the governor’s office in Carson Cxtv on, January 23, 1924, Arguments for and
" against commutation of the death sentences of Gee and Hughxe lasted for four
hours, and the room was filled with curious reporters and spectators. James
Frame, representing the Chinese, pleaded for clemency on the: grounds of
Hughic’s youth at the time the murder was committed, and Gee'’s illiteracy.
Moreover, he gave the race issue still another twist. Mercy should be ex- -
tended to the condeémned pair, he argued, because of their lack of mental
ability, the mfenonty of their race, and the inherent inability of Chmcsc to
distinguish betwéen right and w rong 55 ‘

- After all the various arguments werc considered, the members of the board
votcd on the fates of the two comrctcd killers. In the case of Hughic Sing,
_]umces John A. Sanders and Ben].lmm W. Coleman voted in favor of com-
muting the sentence, as did Attorney General M. A. Diskin and Governor
James G. Scrugham. Chicf Justice Edw ard A. Ducker cast the lone dissenting
vote. In Gee’s case, however, all the members of the board except _]usuec
Sanders voted : against commutation. Hughie’s youth and role as an accomplice
were duly considered by the board, as was the fact that Gee did t{&:ﬂactual
shootmg in the crime; and the reason why Justice Sanders voted for commuta-
tion of both. sentences had to do with his: general opposition to* capxta]

pumshmer\t/‘“’
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Redctmns to the board’s du isfon were nnmulmtc C 1rsml City’s Chinatown
re;o:(.ed in the board’s commutation of Hughie Sing’s sentence. Firecrackers
were lit, and banquets were the order of the'day. At the state pnson Hughle

was/ removed from his death watch cell; and put to work in the prison

A"Iaundr\ 5" Gee Jon was left to face death alone.

Hxs ia\wcr however, was still trying cvery, lcg1l device to stay his execu-
tion, On Pcbruar\ 4, Frame asked the state supremce court for a writ of habeas
\“corpus, on the ground tlnt Giee Jon was insane. The court denied Frame s
- petition.¥ 8 ! : ‘
At the prlson Warden Dcm er S. Dxckerson requested a medxcal cxarina-
J.u;n of Gee to dxspcl any dotbts about his sanity. Dr. John E, Pickard of
Reno and Dr. .\nthony Huffak ker of Carson City, the prison physxcmn, per-
formed- the examination and declared Gee sane.® The conclusxons of the
doctors however, did not discourage Frame, .

. Failing to get action A, the state supreme court, . the attorncy then
.« appealed to the Ormsby, Cour4 ¥ district court for an injunction to stay Gee's -
exccution. He assgrt aeden’ Dickerson had not called for a full inves-
7l tigation and hearlpg into Gep's sanity as provided for by state law. Judge G. A.

/ Ballard promptly denied Prame’s pctiti().n for a writ of injunction.® Frame "

persev ered. : - . \ y

.. - On l*cbru1r\ 7, one day bcfme the schcdulcd date of Gee Jon’s execunon’,
he went into the U.S. District Court in Carson Ctiy with an application for :
a writ of habeas corpus on the grounds that Gee was being denied due process
of law on account of being insane, and that Warden Dickerson did not have
the legal authority to p-1ss'judgmcnt on Gec's sanity.. ]udge Edward S. Far-

- rington denied the 1pphcm(m since Gee's case arose in a stat¢ court, and -
federal ]unsdlcnon dut not apply. After Farrington’s decision, Frame nppcgl{t}d/

* to Governor Scrugham in desperation. Thc governor, however, did not wish
to give any further consideration to the inatter of commutmg Gee's sentcnce.‘,"
Frame hnd exhausted all legal possibilities. By the cvening of Fcbruarv 7, he -

‘ Lonccdcd deféat. Gee Jon was to be exccuted the following morning.

"~__ " The condemned murdcerer was to be gassed to death. On the recommenda-
uon.of state food and drug cornmissioner Sanford C. Dinsmore, hy drocy anic °
acid (FMCN) gas” was chosen as the death dealing agent. Ac tcmpcntm’cs
above 22°F,;HCN is partially gascous; below that point, it is a liquid. Because
of its SU\LLptll)lllf\\ to temperature changes, HCN could not be sluppcd by
“the California Cy anide Company from Los Angeles to Carson City via frcnghf

- Or cxpress’ trains. "Therefore, Warden Dickerson sent Tom PlcRctt a prison
cmploycc “to Los Anf’rclcs Accompanied by his wife, Pickett drove to south-+-
ern California l\z trucl\ loaded several tanks of liquid HCN aboard'the.vehicle,
and tr.msportcd the cargo back to the Nevada State Prison.

To make sure th‘lt HC\I gas was cffective for more than txterminating -

* ¢he San Jose scale, (a. p.lr.mtc) from orange trees (the use to which the gas
was most widely put in 'southern California), Nevada officials conducted
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several experiments before the day of Gee Jon’s execution. They found that
HCN gas effectively killed bedbugs.™ Cats were also vulnerable. On the day
before Gees execution, one or two cats were gassed. According to- the
Chinese account published in San Francisco’s Chung Sai Yat Po, “i-chib lang- _
tang chib pai se ta-mao” (“a stray, white. large cat”) was administered the
gas to. test its effect; and J(,L()rdlnf_{ to Reno's Nevada State Journal, two

. kittens were gassed in rchearsal for.the Gee exccution.’

The fateful day, February 8, 1924. finally came. The weather was cloudy ]
humid, amd a cold 49°F in Carson City. Gee Jon arose that morning, and
-after fastmg for ten davs decnded td cat his last meal: ham, eggs, toast, and
coffee. - At 9:35 a.m., two guards escorted him the distance of forty yards
from his cell to the gas chamber. He was strapped in the execution chair, and
started to weep. At 9:40, four pounds of hydrocyamc acid were introduced
into the chamber.%

Hydrocyamc acid becomes volatile at 75°F. But on the day of the execution,
the temperaturc outside of the! chqmber was 49°F, and inside the chamber,
a maximum temperature of only: 52°F could be attained ducton malfuriction-
mg electric heater. Thus HCN was ptesént in the chamber as both gas in the
air and a pool of potentially volatile liquid on the floor.® : :

Nevertheless. after five scconds of exposure to the gas, Gee appcared un-
conscious; his eyes remqmed open, and hlyhmd continued to move for six
minutes. The condemned nun ccqscd/to move after 9¥¥6. At iten o'clock,
the chamber’s ventilator gate was, opcncd, and a suction fan was turned on.
The chamber door was not opencd until twelve o’clock noon, "7

After the chamber was propcrlv ventilated. Gee’s body ias camed out

. by the prlson guard captain and a member of the state pollce force. It was

placed jn the prison_hospital and examined by physicians with stethoscopes.
Gee Jon was promounced dead at 12::5 p.m. by the priSon physician, Dr.
Anthony Huffaker; Dr. Joseph B. Hardy of Reno; and Dr. Fdward E. Hamer, -
Ormsby Countv physician."® One of the physicians, however, rcfused to
believe that Gee was pcrmnnenr]v dead! . .
Ma]or Delos A. Turner. M.D., of the U.S. Veterans’ Bureau in Reno, wanted
to inject Gec's corpse with camphor The injection supposedly would bring

, Gcc back to life. Turner nsked that he be allowed to conduct his e\:pernmcnt ,

“in the intercsts of science.” Warden Dxckc.ssun wisely refused permission.$?
Turner remained a skeptic. He recommended, that all future bodjes removed
from the gas chamber be shot or hung to makc\surc af death being inflicted.™

But Gee Jon's body did not receive such treatinent. Indeed, not even an
autopsy was pcrformed on it. The corpse was phced in a plain pine box-
without the services of an undertaker, and bUI‘lCd in the prison. cemetery on
a hill overlooking,the institution.™

Gec Jon met hi¥ate. He was the first man executed by lethal gas in the
statc of Nevada and in the United States.™ Yet even after wndcspreqd press
coverage of Gee’s execution. public opinion was still divided over the. ques-
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tions of whether lethal gas was a cruel and unusual punishment, and whether all
forms of capital punishment were actually deterrents to the commiission of
crimes. In California, an editorial in the San Jose Mercury Herald commented:
One hundred years from now Nevada will be referred to as a heathen
commonwealth controlled by savages with only the outward symbols
of civilization.™ :
In Nevada, state prison Warden Dickerson believed that shooting was a more
humane method o¥ cxecution than lethal gas because death would be inflicted
quicker on a condemned person. Others, like Major Delos Turner, disagreed
with him.™ ' :
There was sufficient dissatisfaction with the state’s 1921 lethal gas execution
law for a movement to be started in the lcgislntilrc to repeal it. Attempts were
launched during the 1925 session, but the legislators refused to repcal the law
despite pleas from both Governor Scrugham and Warden Dickerson.™. In
1926, the state executed its second convicted sln_\'cr through the use of lethal
gas: Stanko Jukich, a Serbian from Ely. Few cries of protest were heard.”
In the years between 1924 and 1961, thirty-one individuals were executed
by lethal gas at the Nevada State Prison.”™ Other states and the federal govern-
ment followed Nevada’s example by adopting the use of lethal gas as the
means of executing persons convicted of first degrec murder. As late as 1970,
the following states also had laws authorizing the use of lethal gas in the
implcmcntation of the death penalty: Arizona, California, Colorado, Mary- .
L land, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, and Wyoming.™
By the carly years of the 1970s, however. there were many Americans who
sought to eliminatc or redefine the death pt:n:flry.70 As late as January of
1972, eight criminals were under death sentences in Nevada, but none had
been executed since 1961. At that time, the U.S. Supreme Court started to
consider arguments against the death pcnalr)? in the case of Furman v.
Georgia®® - . »y ! . i
\ The high court reached a decision later in the year. Bv a 5 to 4 vote, the
" court ruled that capital punishment as it had been imposed in the United
. States was in violation of the Fighth and Fourteenth Amendments to the
Constitution. Fach of the nine Supreme Court justices wrote scparate opin-
ions. Capital punishment had not been uniformly applicd for specific crimes,
. ‘the court maintained. Judges and juries had been allowed too much discre- -
«. tion in the application of the death penalty. Selective application of the
penalty was deemed humane, but ncvc'rthwss unconstitutional. The effect
\‘~-9f the court’s decision was to invalidate Nevada’s capital -punishment law #
dnd similar statutes in thirty-eight othegstates and the District of Columbia.?! -
However, the court’s decision did not qﬁciﬁcally rule_out the possibility
of imposing again the death penalty through the passa of new laws at the

L~

state level which would climinate the elements of prejudice and chance 8?
T Chief Justice Warren E. Burger offered the following opinion: .
. . . . ‘. ¥
“The future of capital punishment in this country has been left’ in an
‘ 1o o .

N
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Documentary Study of an American Chinatoun (New Yor

uncertam limbo. Rather than provxdmg x | and unambiguous answer

on the basxc constitutional qucsuon the colldCtive impact of the ma)orxty S

ruling is to demand an undetermined measure of change from the various

State legxslatures and the Congress.®

Initial reactjon to the Supreme Court ruling in Nevada was one of surprise.
Artorney General Robert List called the action “an insult to Nevada, to its
law and to its people.”®* :

\thn the legislature mct m 1973, capital punishiment lcmslatmn was a seri-
ous topxc of discussion. After one hundred days of dclxbcrntmns,“' the lchs-
lature passcd anew law. :

* relating to crimes and pumshmcnts dcﬁmng the offense of qapital murder

and provndmg a mandatory death penali’) therefor; denying admission to

bail for capital offenses; eliminating the death penalty for other crimes;
and providing other matters properly relating thereto.®® -

The new law is.now in effect. Its constitutionality will be tested in the
future. Whether Qr not the lethal gas chamber at the Nevada State Prison
will ever be used agam remains to be scen. In 1924, the Silver State set an
example for the nation by executing Gee Jon through the use of lethal gas.
The influence of that action endures to the present, and will probably last as
long as thinking men 1nd awomen continue to pose questions about life, death,
and justice. :

NOTEFS

! Young Clina (Skao-nien chung-kuo clyen-pao. San Francisco), 28 August 1921; Chinese
World (Shil-chich, jib-pao, San Francisco), 20 August.1921: Chung Sar Yat Po (Chung-
Isi. jil-pao, San- Frmcrsco) 29 August 1921, x\u‘.ada State Journal, :9 August 1921, 8
February 1924 Walker Lake Bulletin, 3 September 1021, “Transcript of Preliminary Ex-
amination.” State of Nevada v. Gee Jon and Hughie Sing. Justice Court of Afina Tow nship.
Mineral County, Nev., 9 Seprember 1921, pp. 5. 19-20, 22, 28, 30, 39, located in criminal
case file No. 56, l)ﬁmct Court Clerk. Mineral County, Hawthorne, Nev.

2 For explanations about the origins of the tongs, consule John K. Fairbank. Fdwin O.
Reischauer, and Albert M. Craig, East Asia: Tradition and Tnm:famm‘xon (Boston:
Houghron Mifflin Company, 1973), PP- 467-368; Immanuel C. Y. Hsii, The Rise of Modern
China (New York: Oxford University Press. 1970), pp. 170-171; Hiin Mark Lai and Philip
P. Choy. Outlines: History of the Chinese in America (San Francisco: Chincse-American
Studies Planning Group, 1973), pp. 123-125; Stanford M. Lvman, The Asian in the West,
Social Science and Humanities,Publication, No. 4 (Reno and Las Vegas: Desert Research
Institute. University of Nevada System, 1970), pp. 13-46; and Berty Ice Sung, Mountain of
Gold: The Story be Chinese in America (New York: The Macmillan Cnmpnnv, 19677,
pp- 137-138. )

-~ 3 Gilbert G. Weigle,“Youth's Love of Slave Girl Searts Death,” San Francisco-Examtiner,
28 Auqust 1921. This article is valuable becaunse it describes San Francisco’s tongs as being
divided into two opposing sides. and touches upon the generally supposed reason for the
outbreak of hostilities. Other aspects of the article describing Chinese life in California,
however, tend to befanciful. Also consult the reminiscences of Lew \Wah Get, an officer of
the Sucv Sing: Tong, in Victor G. Nee and Brett de Barv Nee, Longtime Californ’: A

k{&Pnntheon Books, 1972), pp.
80-81. "

"4 Young China, :8 August 19:1; Chinese World, :9 August 19:1; Chung Sai Yar Po, 29
-\ugu& 19:21; San Francisco Examiner, 19 August 1921. Tong violence had been going on
in the San rrqncm‘o Bayv arca throughout that week. See the Daily Palo Alto Times, 13-24
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- \ugust 1921; San Jose Mercury Hr.rald 13-25 August 19-1 San Francisco Examiner, 13

August 1921; Chinese Worlds23-24 August 1921; and Cimzxg Sai Yat Po, 23 August 1921.

5 San Francisco Chronicle, 28 August 1921; San Jose Ma’cury Herald 28, 30 August 1921,
Sacramento Bee, 29 August 1921. o T el

8 Young Clina, 1 September 1921, ¢

7 Ibid., 4 September 19115 Chinese - PVorId 5—6 September 1921,

# “Transcnpt of Preliminary Examination,”"p. 40.

9 Ibid., pp 15, 17; Nevada, Supreme’ ‘Court, Netada Reports 36 (1922-1923): 325-416;
Nevada State Journal, :g August 1921, S‘Febrmn 1924. For a totally inaccurate account

" of their arrest, sce Myrtle Tate Mdles, Netada's Governors: From Territorial Days to the

Present, 1861-1971 (Smrl\s Nev.: “’c?gm Printing and Publishing Company, i972), p. 255.
1w (,onﬁdentml files No. 2320 and %321, Nevada State Prison, Carson City (hercafter
referred to as NSP-2320 and NSP-2321).

11 Nevada, Seventh Judicial District Court, County of Mineral, Stare of Nevada v. Gee
Jon and Hughie Sing. tria} transcripr, 28-30 November, 1-3 Decembcr 1921, pp. 212-214, -
NSP-2311; Reno Evening Gazette, 7 Fcbruary 1924

12NSP-2321.

13 Chinese World, 29 August 1921; Nevada State Journal, 31 August lgzx

4 Nevada, Supremc Court, Neuda Reports 46 (1922-1923): 427-428.

15 Sacramento Bee, 29 August 1921; Nevada State Journal, 8 February 1924; ‘Trnnscnpt
of Preliminary Fxamination,” pp. 28, 30.

m“Tr:ms;n t of Preliminary Examination,” p. 71; Nevada State Journal, 2 Scptembcr
1921: Walker Falte Bulletin, 3 Scptcmber rg21. .

17 t\e"/fi.z State Journal, 2 2 September 19214 )

““'};fnnccnpr of Preliminary Examination,” pp. 1, !

19 Xevada, Seventh Judicial Districe Court, County of Mincral, Stare of Nevada v. Gee
Ion/.md Hughie Smjz trial transcript, 28-30 November, 13 December 1921, pp. 211-212,
224-228, .\SP-Z}H o
/ZO Nevada S'm/v ]ourna 8 February 1924,

?1 “Transcrip of Prehmmm" Examination,” Pp. 14-15, 17; Nevada State Journal, jo-31

‘ August 1921, 8'February 1924; ‘Carson City Daily Appeal, 15 January 1924.

22 Carsqn Cxty Daily” Appeal, s December 1921; Ve\1d1 Revised Joass @ (1912): sec
6386, p. 1832,

23 Carsom:City Daily Appeal, 26 January 19:22; } \Jcmda Nevada Statutes (1921): ch. 246,
p- 387; Nevada, lcmslaturc Assembly, Jourral of the Assembly, 3oth sess. (1921): 247, 301,
u.; Nevada, Legislature, Senate, Journal of the Senate, 30th sess. (1921): 255, 157, 262, 2725

evada State Iormml 29 March, 8 December 1921: »\mold Kruckman, “\Will Use Lethal
Gns on Convicts,” Piocke Record, 19 August 1921.

For general histories of capital punishment, see George Rvlev Scott, The History of
Capital Punisimnent (London: Torchstream Books, 1950) and john I 1urcnce A History of
Capital Punisbment (Port Washington, N.Y.: Kenntkat Press, 1971). dxqussmnztc pro-
fessional interpreration of the 1921 Nevada law is Raymond Hartman, "“The Use of Lethal
Gas in Nevada Fxecutions,” St. Louis Law Review 8 (April 1923): 163-168.

There, are two different and opposite interpretations of Governor Boyle’s motives n
signing the lethal gas execution bill: Kruckman, Piocke Record, 19 August 1921; and Hugo
Adam Bedau, ed.,, The Death Penalty in America: An Anthology. rev. ed. (Garden City,
N.Y.: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1967), p. 18.

Several gcncnl works dealing with Nevada history and government mention the Gee .
Jon case, hut only fin a cursory fashion: Richard G. Lillard, Deserr Challenge: An Intrepre-
tation of Nevada (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1932), pp. t0-aa; Fffic Mona Mack,
Idel Anderson, and Beulah E. Singlcton. Nevada Govermment (Caldwell, 1daho: The
Caxton Printers, Ltd,, 1953), p. 1675 and Effic Mona Mack and Byrd Wall Sawvyer, Here Is
Nevada: 4 History of tl-¢ State (Sparks, Nev.: Western Pnntmg and Pnbhshmg Company,
106, <173

lncorrcct dates are given in James G. Scrugham, ed., Nevada: A Vma‘nu* of the Con-
quest of a Frontier Land, 3 vols. (Chicago and New York: The American Historical
Society, Inc., 193¢), 1:540. n. 5; and Myles, Nevadd's Governors, p 155. ‘

Pmb1bh rh( most fabricated, romantic, and factually inaccurare ace rmnr is George V.
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Bishop, Executions: The Legal Ways of Death (Los Angeles: Sherbourne.Press, Inc,,
1965), pp. 160-163. ' ) .

4 Walter Lake Builetin, 16 June 1923; Nevada State Journal, 8 February 1924

27 James (5. Scrugham to J. W. Kime, 9 April 1924, NSP-z3:0.

= Carson City Daily Appeal, 28 February 19:1; Copeland C. Burg, "Fight an to Repealt
Gas Death Law,” San Francisco Call and Poust, g February 19:4; Nevada Srare Journdl, 9
February 1924: Serugham to Kime, 9 April 1924, NSP-23:0;, Nevada, Legislature, Assembly,
Journal of the Asscmbly, 3uth sess. (1921): 21373 Nevada, Nevada Starutes (1921): ch. 246,

P38

. %1 Las Vegas Age, 19 March 19215 Piocke Record, :5 March 1921; Nevada State Journal,
29 March 1921, Carson City Daily Appeal, 6 January 1923, Reno Evening (iazette, 18
January 1923. .

¥ Nevada, Legisliture, Assembly, Journal of the Assemlly, joth sess. (19210: 147, jo01,
3142 Nevada, Legislaturc, Senate, Jonurnal of the Senate, joth sess. (1921): 155, 25+, 162, 271,

= Nevada, Nevada Starures (1921) 2 ch, 246, p. 387,

0 Carson City Dally Appeal, 29 March 1921.

“tbid., 26 January 19225 Nevada, Revised Laws 2 (1912) 0 see, =186, p- 2031,

22 Carson City Daily Appeal, 19 January 1912,

33 Ihid. )

A4 Ibid,, 27 February 1922, .

“* Nevada, Supreme Court, Nevada Reports 46 (1922-1923) 1 319-320,"322-324. $15-438;

Nevada, Supreme Covrt, Clerk, Biennial Report, 19:3-1924, p- 11

W Nevada Stare Journal, 6 July 1923,

37 Ibid., #8 July 1923; Carson City Daily Appeal, g, 27 July 1923; .\'c\':xJa, Attorney Gen-
cral, Biennial Répore, vg23-1924, p- 166,

38 Carson Ciry Daily Appeal, 25 July, 13, 10-11, 31 August 1923: Nevada State Journal,
21 August 1923, Nevada, Supreme Courr, Clerk. Biennial Report, 1923-1924, p- 1z

0 Carson City Daily Appeal, 5, 19 Scptemmber 19335 Willimm Kennete to Jamés M. Frame
and Fiore Raffetro, 11 September 1923, case file No. 1547, Nevada Suprenie Court Clerk,
Carson Citv (hereafter referred to as NSC-2947). .

W Carson City Daily Appeal, 11 Scptember 1923, .

U William Kennert to Jav HL White, 27 December 1923, NSC-2547.

2 Gardnerville Record-Courier. 11 January 1924, .

+ Christen Jensen, The Pardoning Power in the American States (Chicago: University

of Chicauo Press, 19220, p. 71. A
W Reno Evening Gazette, 22 January igg: Gardenerville Record-Courier, 15 January
1924, M ’ ’

1 Carson City Daily Appeal, 16 January 1924.

4* Remo Evening Gazetse, 2: January 1914

47 [bid.

S alker Lake Bulleting 12 January 1914,

4 Reno Evening Gazette, 11 January 1914, . . :
“lbid., 22 January 19245 Carson City Daily Appeal, 13 January 1914, Nevada State

“Journal, 1¢ January 1924,

. "UNevada State Journal, 214 January 1924

"2 Reno Frening Gazette, 13 January 1924.

53 Fallon Standard, 16 January 1924,

" Tonopab Daily Tintes, 16 Januarv 1914.

8 Carson City Daily Appedl, 15 January 1924,

e Ibid.. 26 January 19:3. Nevada State Journal, 27 January 1924; Yorng China, :8 Janu-
arv 1924. In addition to Hughie Sing’s sentence, the state board of pardons and pardle
commissioners acted on those of thrée othér Chinese during the 1923-1924 period. Paroles
were granted to [ee Sing, convicted of first degree hurghr_\'; Yee Tov, convicted of first
degree murder; and Chin Gim, convicred of narcotics possession. Nevada, Governor,.
Messace of Gov. Jomes G. Scrugham to the Legislature of 1925, 1:d sess., pp. 37-38.

7 Reno Evening Gazette, 28 January 1924,

Afrer commutation of his sentence, Hughic Sing was incarcerated ar the Nevada State
Prison until he was paroled in 1938, As an inmare, his general conduer was deseribed as

> 11y
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“very guod.” Between 1930 and 1938 he made fifteen applications for mrolL All of themn
were denied exeept for the last one. Governor Richard Kirman and other miembers of the
board of parole conunissiongrs finally approved of Hughic's petition.

In his dpplications, Hughic indicated his dedire to go to China with his ugtd mother,
w lu.rc they would lise the renainder of -their days. By 1938, however, China and Japan

¢ at war, and even the exertions.of Senator Patrick ‘A. McCarran's secretary i Wash-
mgmn could v+ convinee the Department of Srate to issue Hugluc af1ssport He had to
becantent wir staving in the United States, but a special condition of his parole was that
he leave Nevada and never return.

Following his release, Hughic traveled to San rmncmcns Chinatown, where he staved
at the Gum Mon Hotel (Chin-meen li-kuan) on Grant ' Avenue. Then, hL went southwards
tojoin his family intlos Angeles. By 1940 he was working as a waiter in a Chinese cafe in
Los Angeles. \SP—*z 1.

%8 Carson City Daily Appeal, -5 rcbrmn 1924,

59 Thid,, s February 1924: Young China, 6 February 1924.

60 Rum) Evening Gazette, 6-7 rcbnnr\' 1924 Young China, 7 Fcbnnrv 1923

M Nevada State Journal, 8 Fcbrmr\ 1924, . &

2 Carson City Daily_Appeal, 15, 28 January 1924; Sam Francisco Call and Post. 22 _]mn-
arv 1924: Reno Evening Gazette, 26 January, 5 Febroary 1924; Piocke Record, 1 February
1924: Las Vegas Age, 2 rcbrmrv 1924.

03 Las Vegas Age. 2 Februarv 192 3.

64 Chung Sai Yt Po, 8 February 1924; Nevada S‘mre Journal, 8 February 19:4. '

6% Delos A. Turner to Chief of Chemical Warfare' Service, US, War ])cp1rtmcnt Feb-
ruary 1924, NSP-2320; Young China, ¢ I’cbmar\ 1924 Newvada State Jourmdl, g February
19242 Sant Jose Mercury Hevald, o February 1924: New York Tintes, 9 February 1914 )

45 Nevada, State Pns(m Warden, Bicinial Report, 1923-1924 p. 3.

7 Turner to Chief of Chemical Warfare Scrvice. February 1924, NSP-:3:0.

08 Reno Evening Gazette, 8 February, 1924; San Francisco Examiner, o Fcbruan 1924
San Jose Mercury Herald, ¢ February 19 4 B .

88 San Francisco Chronicle. g-10 Fchruary 1924

70 Tugner to Chicf of Chemical Warfare Service, February 1924 \SP—

7l Reno Fvening Gazette. 8 February 1924; San Frmms:o Clvmmclc 0 Fcbrmr\ 1924
("Amimr'ulh Record-Courier. 15 rclmnr\ 1924.

2 Voung China, s February 1924; New York Tmu'y 8 February 1924; Literary Digest,
\[1rch 1921 :
= San Jose Ucr:un Herald, g February 1924, -

74 Nevada, Sure Pnson Warden, Biernial Report, 1923-1924, p 4 Txter.rrv nge:t 1
March 1924.

75 San Francisco (‘.111 and Post, ¢ February 1924: L. C. Owen, “Lethal Gas Law Holds in
Nevada.” New York Evening World, o Apnl 1925,

8 Carson City- Dmly Appeal. 21 May 1926; Lillard. Descrt (‘I‘allcnge pPp 19-40. The
account in. Scmnhqm Nevada: A Nmmne of the Conqtiest of a Frontier Land, 1:530. 1. s,
incarrectly states that the Jukich e‘ecunon ‘was the first, in which lethal gas was used.

" Bob Smith. “Young ancr Snules Winks at E\ecutmn, Nevada State loumal 14

August 1961,

3

78 Luman H. Lona. ed.. World Almzma: and Book of Farts 1971 (New York: Newspaper -

Fnterprise Association, In¢., 1970). p-7o.

7 Consult Bedau. Dearh Penalty in Amterica; Fugcﬁc B Black., And Mav God Have

Mercy ...: The Case Against Capital Punishment (San rr1nc1<ccr Fearon Publishers, 1962);
rery Jovee, Capital Puniskment: 43 World View (NewiYork: Thomas Nelson and
7 1961)" lamce A. McCafferty. ed.. Capital Punisi-ment tChxcwo and New York
ine-Atherton, Inc.. 1972); and “Thorsten Scllm “ed.. Capxtal ?umslmn’m (\'c“ Yor
rper and Row, Publishers, 1067).
80 Jasé M. Fcrrcr 1, “The Death Penalty: Cmc] and Ummnl" Time, .y _]1nu1r\ 1972
U.S. News and World Report, 31 January 1972 JKLVX. A Dead Iv Dilenima udconpc.
Las Vegas. Nev., Aungust 1973.

81 Newsweek, 10 Iu]\ tg72: Time. 10 July 1972: U.S. News ang' UarlqiReparr 10 _]ul\'

1972, . 1 5 ‘1 ‘;-sg %
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%2 Newsweek, 18 December 197:.

*U.S. News and World Report, 4 December 19712,

#4 Ibid., 10 July 1972. During the carly years of the 1o6os, there were attemipts in Nevada
to change the stare’s capital punishment law, and to give the govgrnor sole power to’con-
mute death sentences. The etforts were-not successfiil. See Lestee B Sunmnnertield, “Fartie
Death-Penalry, Nevada Stare Bar Journal 15 (JOVTIome T 05118, Charles | Springer,
“Against the Death Penaln:,” Newada Srate Bar Journal 25 (October 19n0): 21o-215; and
Joe Digles, “Sawyer’s Plan: Execution Iaw Change Soughe,” Luas Vegas RevicwJournal,
23 August 1961, .

S KEVN, “A Deadly Dilemng,” .

8¢ Nevada, Nevada Statures 2 (1973): che 798, pp. 1801 -1807.

Comment: Flizabeth Lec Abbott, University of Massachusetts, Amberst

»

#6— AUDIOVISUAL RESOURCES AND CHINESE-AMERICAN
’ HISTORY :
Chairwoman: Connic Young Yu, Los Altos Hills, California

THE CHINESE IN HAWAII
A Slide Presentation by
By

Irnvia Tant Soong

‘The Hawaii Chinese. History Center (HCHWsmblishcd about four-

and a half vears ago to gather the history of fhie carly Chinese in Hawaii by
tape recording all the old Chinese we tould interview. It wasn’t long before
we rezlized that we could not do an effective job without first gathering all

the pui,'icn}ions, documents, photographs, and other archival material neces-

sary for«n oral history program.

A very simple way to begin, we found, was to ask for family photographs,
to get cac person-in the photograph identified, and'to-work from there on
genealogy. family history, and the achievements:or contributions of the
Chincse about which they had most information, - '

As an cxample, take my own family history, :

1. Here is an old photograph of my grandfather, with nry grandmother,
rriy fat:er, his brother, and two ‘sisters taken ig ithe carly 1900’s. Notice the
queue wound around +his head and my grandmother’s bound fect,

2. I found this precious painting of his store, Yee Sing Nam Kee, in-an old
trunk under our house. It was located on the corner of Maunakea and Pauahi
Streets. Pasted qn the huge flagpole were notices of important events and
pages of the_daily Chinesc newspaper that some literate person could read
aloud for the illiterate to hear. At the corner of ‘the store was an open-air

~ butcher shop. The store sold rice, salt fish. ﬁrcgrnckcrs, dried shrimps, and ~

N~
1ns
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Sun ancestral grave,

other groceries. Next door was Chinn Ho s father’s grocery store. My grand-
parents lived upstairs.
3. My gr.mdflthcr célebrated his (nst blrthd'\) in our home in Kaimuki.!He

“is st'mdmg next to % table of goodnes Behind him and on the walls are con-

gratulations and good wishes in beautiful calligraphy given by his friends.

Gr'mdf'\thcr took a putmc in front of our house with all his children
.md thClr spouscs and his grandchildren. My grandmother was dead by then.

. This two-story home in our native vn]fllgg of Ngai How in Chungshm
Dlstrltt Kw angrung Provinee, was buile by my grandfather when he was,
financially able to do so.

6. The main hall. Notice the iltar table, the altar to the ancestors in the
niche above, and the flight of steps to the second floor.

7. My father, when he graduated from Oahu College, now Punahou Acad-
emy. It was through the help of American missionaries that he received an
American cduc.mon -

8. The Chincse Students” Alliance, nf which my father was a foundcr put
a dramatic pcrform.mcc to raise funds for a service pro]cct

9. Officers and dircctors of the United Chinese Socicty in 1934 \vhcn they
celebrated their soth 'mmvcrs'\rv My father was treasurer.

10. It was a great surprise to me to find that my mother, ;;hrnamcd Sun,
was related to Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, Father of the Chinese Revolution. My aunt
in Kowloon gave me this photoqmph showing Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, his daughter,
and Soong Ching-ling (then his sccrcmrv) with his Sun relatives in the
village of Tso Pu Tou, my mml)cr svillage, to celebrate Ching Ming at the
I ’

" Hawaii's State archives has still the best ¢ollection of old photographs of the
Chinese in Hawaii..

1 1. Chiiese laborers on a sailj
nround his bcad. ;

2. Lunas-or superWsafs on horses on a sugar plantation.

13. Farmer with buffalo plowing a rice pwddv

14. A vegctable farm.

15. A Chinese pounding poi in true Hawaiian style.

16. A duck farm with Diamond Head in the background.

17. A farmhouse near a stream. _

18. A pack train on the way up to the Pali, a steep mountain pass.

19. A vegetable farmer carrying two baskets suspended on a po]c

20. Another farmer with producc to scll.

1. Still another farmer from Makapuu, traveling ten miles to sell his vege-
t1bles . _ _ “.

22. A letter writer.

23. A shoe repairman.

. 24. C. Q. Yee Hop Store in the 1900’s showing off its National cash rcgjstcr

vessel, Note the laborer with a queue wound

o
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25. Lee loma’s cigar store. He was a founder of Dr. Sun’s first revolutionary
society. ’

76. A jewelry store.

27, Produce stalls.

' Here are some pictures of Chinatown probably before the Chinatown fire
of 1900, . . - '
C28-33. Buildings, most of theny two-story. Notice hacks and carts.

34. Furniture being moved out in preparation for.burning of an area.

35. The fire hose in action. N e

36. Kaumakapili Church which was destroyed when the wind shifted and
ca#scd the great Chinatown fire of 19oo.

) .

The State Archives is the best source of docunients on the history of the

- Ghinese in Hawaii. Here are samplings.
‘ P

37. Form of contract passage ticket Of’:/l laborer. In English.

38. A memorandum of agrccmcﬁb;;alsf) in English.

39. The same in Chinese. : ~

40. A statement regarding the character and other data on immigrants as-
signed to Francis Spencer. One was/a suicide. The comment below explains
the cause of the suicide and rates mdst of the laborers as first rate. .

41. Hst of Chinese laborers to be/landed from a vessel July 1865. Note that
some arc skilled: “carpenter, tailof, cook.”

42. A letter from a Mr. Chong/to his father-in-law.

43 An act to regulate Chincse immigration by the King and the Legisla-
ture of the Hawaiian Kingdom! -

44+ A petition to the Tms;?és of the Chinese United Society and the Tm-

L}

migration Company for help in alleviating their troubles at the Paahau Sugar
Plantation. N j

One of the ways to prcsc/rvc historical material is to preserve old historic
sites. Our HCHC task force is composed mostly of young adults who have
gone on summer trips to fthc neighbor islands to take pictures, gather oral
information and to make rubbings of gravestone inscriptions or to copy them.

45. This grave of a Mr. Chou from Sun On is on the grounds of a Hawaiian
church in Kula, Maui. '

46. The Ker Hing Society building in Kula was the headquarters of one of
many secret societies scattered throughout the islands. Downstairs is a hall
for New Year celebrations, parties, or a school.

47. Upstairs'is the temple where the society’s rites were held. Kwan Ti,
the God of War, is the patron god of the Hung Men societies. The three men
are trustees of the society.

48. Side view of the building with a very old structure in left foreground. .

49- This old building is the only one of its kind inthe Islands: it is divided
into a gambling room, an opium-smoking room, and a kitchen where the

, kl‘l7ﬂ
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cooking is done for Ching Ming and Chinese New Year celebrations.
:50. Close-up of the opium-smoking room and the gambling rooni.
“51. The two -wok stove in the kitchen. Rice was cooked in these woks.

52. HCHC's young adults surveying the cemetery in Kula, Mau, and mak-
ing grav estone rubbings. .

53. Above the cenetery arc some old buildings: the schoolhouse, the wor-
ship room, the schoolmaster’s dwelling. ’

54. This isa gravestone to remember all the departed Chinese in Kula, Maui,
whether they are known }x\ul)_kno\\'n. OtTcrings ar¢ made to them at the
Ching Ming Festival.

© §5.-One of many different types of gr.n ¢s in the Fook On Tong Cemetery
in Kula, Maui.

Many of Hawuil's carly Chinese were either followers of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen,
Father of the Chinese Revolution, or his relatives or his friends. HCHC, in
cooperation with the Consulate General of the Republic of China and lolani
School, has started a Dr. Sun Yat: an in Hawaii Bicentennial Project in order

. to arousc interest in Dr. Sun’s five visits to Hawaii and to gather what little:
mformanon there is left of Hawm s involvement in the Revolution.

56 Portrait of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen.

7. The Sun Yat- SC\Q‘I\] ausoleum in Nanking today, one of the architectural
W ondcrs of China.

8. Dr. Sun’s parents.

59. His parents and all the members of the Sun family. &

60. A page from C. K. Ai's My Seventy-Nine Years in-Hawaii, \Vthh re-
counts his schooldays in Iolani. Dr. Sun enrolled there at the age of 13, sup-
ported by hls bmthcr Sun Mi, who was later to own a large ranch in Kula,
Maui.

61. Map of Chungshan District, showing location of Tsui Heng, the birth-
P]"ICC of Dr. Sun.

62. Map of Kwangtung: showing relation of Chungshan to Macau Hong
kong, and ton.

63. A p. ch. from Dr. Sun’s 1utobloqraphv, showing that he did go to both
Iolani School and to th;&@)l}cz{c (which is Punahou Academy today). »

64 Rear view of Sun My’ *¥¥nch in Kula, Maui, where a study for Dr. Sun
was built by Sun Mi. 4 ' e

65. Artifacts dug up near the kitchen area by HCHC’s task fotce.

66. Willie Fong of Kula, Maui, our chief resource person for Kula Chinese
history. e - L

67. Our voung adults dlgqmg for artifacts. o

68. A view of the ranch from the main road. It is owned by, chhard Bald-
win and is called the Haleakala Ranch.-HCHC hopes that a plaque or monu-
iment will beerected on the roadside ()Vcrlooklng the ranch as part of our Dr.
Sun Yat-Sen in Hawaii Bicentennial Project.

v
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\Vhllc many pro)ccts are ¢r vmg for our attention, one of the most pressing
is to record what is left of Chinatown as it is today before redevelopment
programs change its face. complctcly

69. Oahu Market on the corner of King and Kehaulike Streets, This open-

' airmarket is very popular but does not meet Department of Health standagds.

70. A butcher’s stall and Chinese women customers.

71. This modern market rcplmcs an open-air one that simply toppled from
age. Ie did not attact customers in the bcgmmng but is doing better now.

72. The Maunakea Street side of the C. Q: Yee Ilop Bu:ldmg which extends
from the market past two I'Cstllll‘&ltﬁ to the Bank of Hawaii. HCHC has an
office on the fourth floor.

73- A Chinese grocery store on Maunakea Street, the Dupont Gai of Hono-
Ialu. -

7+4. Another view of this store. .

75. The Third Arm, a project of University of Hawaii Ethnic Studies Pro-
gram students of all races to come to the aid of the cldcrlv in Chinatown. It
is doing a great job.

=6. An herbalist's store. : o

77. Old two-story, building mut.h like rhosc n C\lstcncc after the Chinatown

v

fire of 19oo.
78. The Ilbcrr\' Theater w hcrc once- Chmcsc opcr"ls were pcrformcd

3

nightl
g7() '){"hc Japartese Kokusai Theater, w thh it tod’l\ t:ﬁ'c F\prcss Thc1tcr a
1Chmc?c-x)wncd cntcrpnsc showing Chinese films exclusiv cI\ »
RO $o. cross the street from the the.ltcr is this cmpty lot upon which 1. luqh- -
rnsc s already ¢coming_up. Soon it Will hide the beautiful mountw’@ in the

o background - P /o
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SEATTLE'S CHINATOWN .-+ .
A Film Presentation By :

Bertie Kan ,

I an'y.vcry‘ honored to have the privilege to present to this confc,réhcc a film

that ‘was made in Seattle and produced through the Wing I,u'kc Museum.
Somic of you have heard the song by Perry Como called “The Bluest Skies

You Ever Saw Are In Seattle.”” Well, T didn’t believe it when I was ghere, but

after landing in San Francisco I'm beginning to wonder. (It rained all week
in San Francisco.)

The Wing Luke Muscum is kind of a miniaturized version of the Chinese
Historical Society that you have here. 1t was named after a dynamic politicihn

who was the first Chincse-American clected to public office here on the west

coast. .
We arc fewer hands and pocketbooks in Scattle but we have some very
talented members in the Chinese commiunity, Theresa Woo was a fifth year
art student when she started the project on this film about two years ago. She
is the daughter of the architect who designed the Wing Luke Museum, and
helped assemble an exhibit which was entitled “The Chinesc Pioneers of
Scattle.” As an extension of that exhibit, Theresa developed, researched,

photogmphcd, produced, wrote, recorded voices, music, developed a sound

track and assembled the entire project. I helped develop it with the writing,

the narrating, and Philip Chby of your Chinese Historical Socicty was one -

of our rechnical advisors. At the time this project was launched we did not

know that cxotic moncy language called *‘grant-ton-cse.” So without grant
moncey or know-how, the Wing Luke Muscum paid some bare bories supply

money, the UW. Asian-American Studies donated a $100, and Theresa dug

into her own education trust fund. And then she supplicd the sweat, love; -

and tecars that went into it. We really operated on a shoc striqg/bqagct but
I think her product was quite professional. The film tells more than the story
of the Chincse in Seattle. It is Fepresentative of the Every-Chinese-American
story. And that's the idea which really excites me. Because the story of the
Chinesc-American here in this country is a story which should be told. And 1
feel that it is about time that we Chinesc-Americans stop being the “silent

“and invisible Oriental” and become the assertive Asian American. Go back

and listen to our elders and listen, really listen. Go back and research the
Chinesc language sourcces and listen to the drum beats that talks abourt a return
to cthnic pride. that talks about making peace with vour roots. We have to

o back and find out this information and tell it to the media and put in the -

schools. All the information that I gain mysclf through this conference, I
intend to take vack and implement as much as possible in the Seattle schools
systen. Now thic kind of information is really relevant to this day and time
with the influx of the new immigrants. We've got to tell the old story and the

- . I20
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new story, Some of you are aware of the Black \mcn( an history studies th1t
are on national (clulsmn The N .m\'c Americans have just u)mplctcd a-ten

part series telling' their story. And |t s time awe started to move on a national

level and tell the Asian American story and puttng it in prupcr perspective:
when and wwhere it occurred, with the rest of American history. I'd like to

\/ say a whole lot more-on that subject but ngln now, 'l et the film talk for me.

Now just for technicalities. There are a bmnplc spots in the film where it
kind of blacks out — but don't worry about that! We attempted-to do that as
kind of a transition and we're not too happy with it. But we are happy with
the film.as a whole. So this is our tiln “Gim Saan.™
lu\l SCRIPT: : - 3

CGIM SAAN, Scattle's ( lunnm\n. l)lu(hch‘\l by the Wing [uke Memorial
Muscum

IFilmed, pmdmcd cdited by T llum Woo.

Narrator: Bettic Kan.

In the Cantonese vernacular, America was Gim Saan, literally, the mountain
of gold. Most of the carly pmuucrs came from Kwangrung Province near
the city of Canton.

The trickle of enterprising men who braved the long vovage across the
Pacitic swelled to thousands as the demand grew for their Tabor. T hey worked
on the railroads, in the mines, in the ficlds, in the kitchens and wash houses of
the west. Here they sought fortune, but so did those companies who em-
ployed their cheap fabor. * *John™ as'the Chinese unC\ and all werc called, found
nothing but backbreaking work and low wages ld this land of gold

In the/1860'%, Scattle was a rough, frontier tow 1, barely ten years old. She
grew rapidly from shipping, tumber and railroad mﬂucngcs

The completion of the railroad led to the boom of the west. Of those who -
buile the railroad, go% were Chinese. )

After the last tracks were laid and the golden spike was driven, thousands
of workers poured into the city sccl\mn other jobs, of which there were few.
The'hard workmg Chinese who mturallv accepted any job and any wage,
drew immediate resentment. Scattle fell into one of her sporqdlc depressions
and the Chinese were blamed. Tensions increased and the Knights of Labor
began planning anti- Chinese mcctings On¢ of Seattle’s newspapers spoke of
the Chinesc as the “two-bit conscious of the scurvy opium fiend, the treacher=
ous almond cyed sons of Confucmus, those yellow mouth lepers.” _

The call “All Chinamen out” echoed throughout the town. The threat of
civil disorder compelled city officials to ask the Chinese to leave. Helpless to
resist, the Chinesc comphed :

When this was heard of, a kind of victory meeting was called by the labor
class. Guest speaker Judge Thomas Burke took the stand. Thought to be an
ally, he spoke as an Irishman to his Irisk ¢ountrymen in the crowd; the mam

\body of the labor class.

“If the Irishman is true to his countrymen, he will not del‘lVC anyone—

‘ 121 .
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not even the defenseless Chinamen - of those Fiws which found the Irish-
man a serf and made him a free man.”
The crowd was furious. Fhey booed and hissed as he walked from the stage.
The nexe morning, an angry mob moved into the Chinese quarters.
(Lung Sing Luke) and (Bettic Luke Kan)

Chinese words: ~
our narration . . .
“He's talking about the time ... 7

When news of this assault reached the authorities. Sheriff McGraw called
the guards and Deputy Marshall Henry read the riot act. (Jini read.)
Mceanwhile, some 350 Chinese had been herded down the docks and
were being led up the planks to the stcamer ship Queen of acific.
~~Suddenly, a man dashed through the crowd and handed to Captain Alex-
ander an order to appear the next day in coure with his passengers. )
The Chinese were put into a warchouse on the dock for the night under
protection of armed guard.
© Next morning the Chinese again expressed a desire to leave the city; the
angry crown outside the courthouse helped to influence their decision. So it
was Back down to the docks. The mob was relieved to finally sec the Chinese
board the ship. When the legal passenger limit of 196 was reached, the remain-
ing Chinese had to be escorted back to their homes to await the next ship.
Not kxlo\\'iﬁg the reason for their return, the crown reacted with betrayed
vengeance. Rus g forward, someone yelled: \
“Where are you taking all of those Chinamen?™ -
TR Chinese fell to the ground with their bundles. (Shooting sounds, phys-
ical fighting.) - -
When the shooting stopped, five men lay wounded, one fatally.
' (Jim)—(Fades into darkness — echo chamber sonnd)— Seventeen men'were
indi¢ted on charges of conspiracy to deprive the Chinese of their rights.\th
jury decided in 10 minutes they were not guilty. (Gavel.) \

'< Fade In. . \

Those who stayed or returned a few vears later found edication the key
to escape from the dradgery which had.béen their lot. v 4

Chin Wing Shing spent most of his life in low pay jobs, but his children were
to set landmarks of educational achievement.

Lew King who served as interpreter in the Supreme Court sent his son Lew
Kay to the University of Washington. In 19oo he became the first Chinese to
carn a degree in Engineering.

Goon Dip who was appointed Chinese Consul for the State of Wiashington
sought to bring Chincse students into American universitics.

In China, the merchant was not very high on the social scale. But in
America, the Chinese merchant had the most'}_iowcfful and influential position
in Chinatown. His shop was the center for supplics, labor contracting, cor-
respondence and communications,
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/ Chin Ching Hock was one of the carligst ierchants. He cmnl)i\l\cd a shrewd
/ intelligence with a gambler's instinct and hard work. His base (){ upcrauun
/ was the Wa Chong Co : \

Xn carly imnugrant, oo Bak Gien, beearne a partner in the Wa (,\lmng Co.

His suceess enabled lum to return to China to marry and bring b.w{' a wife
to this savage, uncertain land

Another pmnu.r was an encergetie littde man named Chin Gee Hee He
worked on the pl.u.cr tracks and ficlds of California before settling in S\Qattlc
to found the Qung ‘Truck Co. In 19og he gathered his American found
kn()\\"lcdg and returned to China to win international renown as the }‘irst

railroad builder of Southern China. |

()[hcy pioneers sought to improve relations ()u[sMc of the Chinese Com~
munity. Ah King in 19og opend the Chinese Village,.a popular attraction in\
the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition. A

Chinatown was a home away from home in this foteign land. \

IFood was prcpnrcd in the Chinese kitchen. The Chinese regarded western \

' concoctions with suspicion and distrust. Their own herbal medicines were
preferred. i

Some were avid smokers. They owned all of the p.lr.nphcrmlm ncccssary

These shoes were a Chinese dculuplmn[ of women’s vanity. Beautiful and
impractical.

‘No occasion was more gl()rmus than the New Year celebration. The streets
came alive with lion dances and tirecrackers. Children paraded in new clothes.
Debts and disputes were scttled and honmgg was p.ml to the Gods in hopes

. to-start yhe New Year with a clean shate. .

One could actend the splendid Chineie ()&Lrn or. pla(_c bets in the popular
lotteries. . v W

Fade Out <. o .

< Fade In. .

Slowly, tradition gave way to change as generations of Chinese sought to
adapt to life in America. Yet today, the struggle continues —a struggle to
create a blend, a balance, a harmony of cultures. »

Chmatown todqy is more tlnn a tourist Jttractmnrlt is an alive commumty

. Comment The Audnencc o -
N e _ e

3:00- 3:15p.m. Break.
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3:15- 415 pm.

(Jl‘“leSl‘i-z\?\ll“,Rl(,‘.*\‘NS IN POLITICS -
PAST, PRESENT AND IFUTURE,
By

ANNAa Curnsaver

Dr. Chinn, all the distinguished guests, friends, and all the distinguished schol-
ars, I'm humbly honored to speak before so’nmn\ scholars and .Ippl‘CLl.\tC
the invitation of my good friend, Dr. C lunn‘fto share with you some of our
experience and ideas on this very special oceasion,

I realize we arce a little bit behind schedule, therefore, 1 will not deliver a
long specch. If time pcnmts after my talk we might have a question and
answer period —about 10 minutes.

-When Laccepted this invitation, I gave some thought-about the East-West
culture. History retlects the past and guidcs‘ us in the furure.

When [ look around this room, [ uu)gmn many familiar faces, manyi of
my friends and I thank you for coming. You represent different associations,
organizations and ['d like to take this ()pp()rtllnlt\ to u)ngmtul.\tc you for
the excellent assistance you have been giving to.us the minoritics and to wish
you continued success in this very ditheule challenge of tomorrow.

1 was tatking to Dr. Chinn and others just before the niceting. [ Tm‘alb-

appointed and assume vou share my dmppmntmcnt that this kind of seminar

arranged by the Chincse scldom receive the financial funding and assisgance

from other institutions. It is this kind of discrimination we have to w rl\ to
correct and hopefully some day our voice will be heard.

At this very special meeting, let me share with you some of my thoughts
and cxpericnce as a minority. One of our prohlcms today in this Very com-
phmtul world s this — we cannot continuce 1o live w ithin our own isolated
cubbyhole. Ihq Chinesc-Amcrican organizations have not been getting any
kind of support; because we have no pohtlul muscle. Fach one of us comes
to this land bringing with us our gwn heritage. Let us be proud of our
heritage. In order to be proud of ()u} hcnmfrc we have to know somcthmg
of our own culture. The combined hcrltwc of differcne people is one of the
clements to give strength to this gre: }t nation of America.

I'in proud to speak as a rcprucnntnc of Chinese-Americans. We are trulv
the minority of the minorities for the Chinese-Americans represent less than
1% of the American population. Therefore for the Chinese-American who
wishes to be nccogmzcd as first-class citizens of this country, just doing a first
class performance is not enough. We need first class unity and cooperation
among ourselves. We Chinese have a saying that we are like a handful of
sand loosely divided. We have too many chiefs —no Indians. I‘,vcr-yquy
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wants to hL the leader. If we were united, we conld all be teaders, But before
that h: 1ppu|s we all need to work a fietle bit harder and be willing to sacritice
in order to promote .md nnpmu the (Iumsc-\muu N posttion in this
country. -

It Ifas been a long ]()Lllllc\ Tor all of us and we sh.uc the same frustrations
and dls.lppnmtnlults. This afternoon we particularly want to pay tribaute to
the ungung men and women who diligentdy and positively have overcome
the prejudice and™ rrublcn!s placed before them with dignity, compassion,
-dedication and hard work. Untortunately, this group of dedicated Chinese-
Amcru.ms represent a very coall number. In the past decade most of the
(,hmcw Antericans in this.country preferred not to l)( involved or they
were afraid to be mu)lycd n pnlmu or other social movements, I'm encour-
aged to see i ‘thele past) few VEars some significant change taking . pl.ltc In
the mid os I'm sure mgny of us Chinese- Americans are no longer content to
sit back and let others .nruigc our future and .nf.nrs The changing world
demands that we tike a positive .1ppm.uh not a nc&n‘nc attitude. More
realisticatly we recognize tlmt if we want changes, we must seck to involve
rcsponsnblc pcoplc to build strong leadership in order to meet the cver ch.mg-
ing social environment of todn¥and tomorrow. We take this opportunity o
salute and support our dedicated Chinese-American leaders. At the sane
time, encourage total involvement of other Chinese- \mcru.ms in all com-
munitics to come forward to take on their share of obhigations and rcspons:bll-
ity to improve the ()ppnrtunmu of the Chinese- Americans in this country.
\\c must and we demand total involvement of every Chinese- Ainerican.

Ig is not that we lack talent. It is not that we lack know ledge. It is not that

» we lack good will. But for some thne we have suffered from too much apathy
and disconcern and’ disagreement and division. let me ask those of you
working in the academic ficld in the pist. How many times you worked on
certain pro)uts and somicbody else got the promotion, And I'm speaking
from experience. Don't think because 1 am Mrs. (,hL_nnJult I ger special
treatment. In this cold world of industry T havesgo 2 Py very hard too. So
today I think that we are not asking for :pug]l t "! @0, we are asking
cqual opportumt) The modern Chinese-American Sig#ld not be satisified
just serving chop sucy. egg roll. in the” carry-out. U'm sure many of ug are
tired of working, w nshmg other people’s l.mm/' This is LLrt.unl\ no offense
to those who operat. resrauranss or Jaundries, but it s nnp()rmnt to rccognnc
that the Chinese-Ancnican i is country prcfcr social justice. We are not
asking for social chanty. We w.nt equal opportunity, not second class citizen-
ship. We are not black. we arc not w hite, but I dare them to call me yellow.
I'm suzre these talented people with their rich cutture cap increase their con-

"‘thbuuon to this countrv. Even more once their ability and their knowlcdgew
are fully recognized and channels of opportunitics are justifiably provided. \

I would like to re- -emphasize that we must have total inv olvement and par+/
ticipation from all of the Chinese communities. “To begin our Inccntcnnnl'\
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“our first priority is to seek cqual u}‘lmrrunil\' for all the minorities, T serve
on the (nmmmu o the cthime groupof the bicentennial alo, Some minority
groups lndu to dunnn\n ate and protest but we Chinese are more pes acetul
people. We prefer to work quicthand wait for uu)gnmun Muvbe we have
not been torcetul. The one problem or shall | call i an assue that T have dieF
covered among the Chinese- Americans is this - that we have nuany sinall
groups and they are not coordinated with cach other. The nnpmtml Issue
is how o organize all these sinall groups in ditferent cities and make them
realize that we must work together and help, cach other. Americans with
Chintse heritage therefore try to preserve our hert. e and trving w iniprove
the Chinese- American posttion in this counttry should be our tirst responsibil-
ity and priority. in sure that all Chinese-Americans of today are ready
to come out from their forced isolation and end the vears of panfal dis-
erimination and neglect. Let us remember our great-grandparents, grand-
parents and parents who worked hard in this country in order to send us to
colleges so that we would have a good educaton. Now don't be ashamed of
vaur hcnngc and don't be ash; nnul of the background wherever vou come
from. lmlx\ the Chinese- American hmll\ recognize h()\\ lmp()rtmt it is to
be able to speak Chinese, to be able to read Chinese, to be able to speak
Chinese with vour American friends. “To tind our w I\ch we come from and
where we are gojng. \\'Int are we doing for our furure. :

It is encour aging to see thar we have so many concerned young Asian
Americans, T hev are more lH(L”H\Lll'( more mature. They dare to ask many
questions thar we didn’t dyre 1o ask before, € nn\{uuua wid “When one admits
what he l\nm\s and what he dmsn t know. then™that person is7a knowledge-
able person.”

Today, all of us sitting in this goont have 4 mission because we are all con-
cerned about our future and onrchildren’s futare. 1 used tohear Y\ old saving
that the Chinese help themselves, therefore, thev don’t need ~others’ hclp
Thar's a wrong asessment.” ust a myth. Partie ul.lrl\' m.m\ “of \(m h\lng n
the east coast and the wWest. coast realize that the Chinese community in all
the big cities are grow ing. It 1s bevond our .1lnht\ to solve all our own prob-
lems even if we wanted to. As part of the American heritage, if we ignore the

-fact thar the Chinese conmmunity needs assistance, that iy insulting. Recogniz-
ing that the Chinese- Americans have prnl)luns but not getting the cqu1l
oppurtumt\ for improvement, that is incxcusable. There's no more discon-
certing waste than the waste of human potential and there's no better invest-
ment than the investment in human fulfillment. To change the situation and
the condition for the Chinese- American in this country is our obligation,
In the past few vears many Chinese leaders of all ages from different states
have come tome in \\ashmumn to discuss the future of the Chinese-Americans
in this umnn'\. M.m_\ new organizations have been established. Chinese men
and women have begun to realize unless we move into some of the policy
making positions we wall have nothing to saiv o determine our future, There-
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tore 1 am 1oo€ for the Clunese partwipation in l)llllll(\. Don't be atrad to

be mvalged i pohines ar afl dovels, stanng trom vown Jocal communuy,
county lt\tl municipal fevel, stae leved m,«l then move on to the federal
fevel, We have Senator Fone ot Hawaotand we ae proad to have March

Fong i Cahtornu, "That's nor enough, We need m.m)' many more, And for
those who corue trom Thawan tihe 4 look at how well the Japanese work
togrether. We have somctling to learn trom thenn Yes, they lis'ht too and they
areue also. Thisas what democr. ey sl about, We have the rght to \h\luut
but we don't have to be disagree able. There are about the saime number of -
Japanese-Americans mthis countre b thev e much beteer ni‘umilcd In
Washington tlu\ are gretting muech more assistanee fogs any [Sm]u( they
present. \Why'= Beeause they are withng tosend the best takent 1o \\.nslnngmn
towork for them, to pmun.m- their project. Where are we® Bs getting pretey
late. We have been moving too stowlv. During the Jast clection T was encour-
aged that a few Chinese-Americans tricd to run for office and some have been
successful. That is a good beginning. ‘

We gather here today to exchange informanon, to talk about o com-
mon anterest and to give strength to cach other. We can all tike pride in
recognizing that we have lnn\ul aong way but we sull have a long way to
go. Let us not be too critical of some of owr falures and our disappoitments
of yvesterday and at the same time not be overconfudent of onr-accomplish-
ments and our success todav. W encourage new directions as well as new
ideas from cach one of you. We eall uh All concerned citizens g0 take on more
responsibility and uhhu.m(m : : ‘

[n closing allow mie to say o few words about my ulnptul country, Aner-
ca. R(L'mllu\ w hat ()I|IL‘I‘ pmplL around the \\mll have to sav abotit
America, the majority of the l‘“’l’h stll regard Aneriea as the hope for free-
dom and the hind of opportinity because we are the people who care, We
arc the people who are not afraid to get mvohvad, \h\pmu a4 peaceful world
ru]mru an Amcericr who remains strong, An America who cares cn()ugh
to get involved. For we know wherever there's progress, there 1s challenge.
The combined heritage from ditferent peoplieas one of the greatese strengths
we have in this nation. As we move into the third century we know that
demestically, internationalivour problems inerease. There is no nstant mlu-
tion for some of those prublum This afternoon, mav 1 ask cach one of \()u
in this room to re-dedicate ourselves in giving our srlmuth and our cffore to
face the Hany challenges of tomorrow.

I am honored to be included as a guest ar this very spectal gecasion and 1
hope that more Chinese will be h()rll{rcd for their achicvement and their effort
for building a better America and a betrer world,

A proper speechis like 1 mini-skire, long enough to cover the subject, short
cnough to be interesting. 1 hope 1 have done thar. Thank vou.

4:15- st pom. Flighlight RL:}HH'Y\ from Scnmar Sessione,
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THE CHINESE DIASPORA IN AMERICA.
4‘ . 1850-1943 \
L By

Staxrorp M, Liyaan,

Socxologlcal studies*of immigration and its effects on the’ anization
‘of the United States have taken a new turn. No longer i 1l
sumed to be the ineluctable final outcome of a peoples’ settler
much vaunted * mc]tmg pot” is now being increasingly reco
ogists and journalists as an efficacious illusion: part.dream, as in the won ful
wish of J. Hector St. John de Crevecour, the 18th ceritury “American farmer,”

that America would dissolve in hérself the divisive national identities-that had
made Europe such a cockpit; part tactic, as in the case of those Jews who sup-
ported and celebrated Isracl Zangwill’s phy The Melting Por (19og), because
they thought its homc]y message would alfay widespread fears that Jews in
America would remain an alien and. subvcrsxvc people; part ideology, as in the
insistence, ritualized in t tation to the flag, that the American people
are “one nation, under “ivisiblc, with liberty and justice for all.” The
general domestic unscttlement of the 1960s, and more especially, the renewal
of racial and ethnie consciousness, the revival of nativistic movements, and the

retreat of white Anglo Saxon Protestant hegemony have occasioned a rein- -

v1goratcd search for the basic socml values that underpin social organization
in the United States. There is a vague uneasiness surrounding the recent claims,
that Americans are living in an era of “the decline of the WASE,” and “the rise
_of the unmeltable ethnics.” Whereas Gunnar Myrdal sought a solution to the
“American dilemma” by appealing to the ultimate capacity of the core values
—equality and progress—to end political; social, and cconomic inequalities,
concerned sociologists today arc bcgmmng to wonder whether any core

valueseven prevail. |
One intellectual problem arising out of the current disenchantment with old

* formulas is the absence of compelling conécpts. Concepts can organize the

raw reality into a new intclligibilin more important they can sensitize sociol-
ogists to aspects of their subject that-have gone hitherto unnoticed. Yet in' the
sociological analysis'of immigration, race and cthm& rclations, and minorities
concept-development has ]aggcd The very térms of rcfcx:'l%ncc arc unsettled
In the 1920s, undoubtedly impressed by the conditionsof stateless but nanong A

istic people in Europc, Amecrican sociologists begm to perccxvc social issues

\m American souctv in terms of mayrmttev .md mmormer In this (;amc era,

\ -
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impressed by the birth and maturation of the immigrants’ children in America,
Robert E. Park and Everett Stonequest, borrowing from the. insights of
Georg Simmel and Wetner Sombart, coined the phrase muarginal man to de-
scribe one whoWas a product of fwo cultures and a member of neither. For
four dccadﬁs..spgi_glogists have debated the efficacy, dimensions, and corre-
lates of/rh/at concept. A§ different collective experiences were described the
sociological vocabulary appeared always to be inadequate. Race prejudice,
racism, instjtutionalized- racism, pluralism, ghetto colonialism, congregation,
.- Segregation\and integration are all ‘terms that have bidden for conceptual
~ legitimacy. h‘c rapidity of social change in this arena of American life sug-
gests that.the cultural and linguistic lag that has already been noticed will
continue. . :

Immigrants in genc. ], and Asian immigrants in particular, have been among
the beneficiaries and victims of this sociological struggle for conceprual do-
minion and consensys. As new issucs and problems have arisen, each people
has been subjected or threatened with a re-analysis and re-cvaluation of its
history and present social position. Rarely have the members been consulted
about their own-categorics of identity or experience. Rather, the social scien- 2
tists, impelled by a belief in their own intellectual suPeriority and by a distrust
of the reason that might prevail among their subjects, unilaterally defined
the scope and meaning of these histories and lives. : 3

Perhaps : ther people has been subjected to more investigation in refer-
ence to an unanalyzed but much vaunted assimilation and the failure to achieve
it than the Chinese in America. In 1849 Henry George opened the discussion
by insisting that the Chinese were unassimilable; in 1928 Emory Bogardus

“suggested that the social distance between the Chinese and white Amerieans

. might decrease as the former ended their gherto isolation and entered the
middle class: but in 1960 Rose Flum I_eedamented the tardiness ofﬁac Chinese
in assimilating. accused them of preserving unwarrantable special intercsts
in Chinatown, and urged them to develop the will and strength of character
to enter-fully into the mainstrecam.of American life; The failure, however,
was not that of the Chinese. Rather, there has been a failure of sociological
imagination; a faltering of perspective. Assimilation, and its attendant theories
and idcologies—e.g., the rzce relations cycle and the melting pot ideology.
rcspectively—suffer from what Robert Blauner has called a “man¥eecrial bias,”
gauging the historics and atritudes of an immigrant people in accordance with

“the social wishes and group interests of the dominant race.

An alternative approach would seek concepts that translate the actual lived
experignce of people into’a sociology that clarifies it. Such a sociology has
not vet been developed, but several steps along the road have already been
taken. The philosophical sociology of Alfred Schutz with.its cmphasis on the
common sensc understandings of the everyday world, the division of life into
routine and crisis, and the significance of temporal and personal perspectives
provides 2 groundwork for conceptital development and new empirical if=
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vestigations. The ethnomethodology of Harold Garfinkle, Aaron Cicourel
and their followers introduces both a healthy skepticism-about absolutism in
social scientific explanation and an mnovative approach to the rational and
social foundations of human accomplishments. Finally, a sociology of the
absurd, first presented by Stanford M. Lyman and Marvin B. Scott, promlscs
an existential and phcnomcn()Inucal social 'science that should avoid the pit-

falls of ethnocentrism, managerial bias, and hidden ideological bias. j

In the orientation of thcsc new schools of th()llght borro\\ ing from them
indiscrimin: ately and vet not necessarily raking over nn) onc of them wholly,
this essay hopcs to C\plorc the Chinese experience in America. The analysis
is at once historical, sociological, and, m the phcnomcnologlcnl sense of that
term, pS\ chological. Tt is 115() tentative, suaqcstue and in the limiting sense
of the term when employed in the historical sciences, experimental. My aim
is to sensitize the reader to kertain dimensions of the social and psychological

:coridition of a pedplc that krisc.gut of their own cxpcricnce.

Tue CriNesE Diaspora

Looked at from the perspective of the immigrants, Chinese migrations have

created a diaspora. a scattering of a portion of the Chinese people over the
face of the carth. A diaspora may be said to exist where group mlgmnon has
occurred, where acculturation has not taken place, where a people maintain
themselves in accordance with the culture of their original homeland, and
where there 1s at least an ideology or strong sentiment cqllmg for an end to
exile. In the case of the Chinese it is clear that their nugrations were not moti-

vated by plans for L()](lllllﬂ(l()n settlement, or permanent residence abroad.
Rather thC\ sought the Sverseas areas as places where, because of accidents
of ()pportumt\ a chance was offered to enhance their statug when they re-
turned to China. A trip abroad, a few vears of work ina forcnqn land, and a
stoic acceptance of the alien land's prqudlccs and discrimination.could, with
luck, carp a Chinese sufficient wealth-to return to his village in splendor.

From f\nmm to Zanzibar, Chinese toiled jn the hope that thev would one
day have enough money to retire in the land of their birth. Theirs, then, was
not to be an 1rrcmcdmhlc cxile. not to be the disapoka of nbsurdltv described
by Camus: permanent exile in a strange land and a life devoid of memories of
a homeland left behind (Camus, 1942:18). Although they were neither in-
voluntary migrants nor slaves in America. Chinese were excluded as much
from the lnr«rcr €0C1ct\ as Negroces. But unlike the blacks, Chinese were not
deprived of know ]cduc about and sentiment for the country of their origin.
Nor did they lack 'mpc of a retyrn to the promised land of their past. They
did not C\pCl‘lCll(C a divorce bkrween themselves and their familiar hvcs
only a separation. They had only temporarily departed from their natural
setring. A return w ould restore thim to the fullness of their-existence. They
could suffer the exploitation beceaus their hope for return to China served as

a sou. ce of strength, - 1 6 7
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But the dream of an honorable return did not usually match thes rpahrv of
their overseas existence. In alien lands Chinese watched helplessly 19,'thc vears
of toil stretched out over nearly the whole of their lives. The, Chmcse came as
strangers, desired to be homcqocrs, and all too often lived; agd died, as ‘per-
manent sojourners. Their children became niarginal men, products of two
cu]tures, members of neither.

THE CHINESE IMMIGRANT s sTRANGER. To speak of the Chinese as strangers
is to sec them in terms of the pcrccptivc conécptunlizqtion first cmp]oved by
Georg Simmel. “The stranger,” he wrote in his essay of that title, “is. .. not

.the wanderer who comes t()d"l\ and qocs tomorrow, but l"lthCl‘ is the
person who comes today and stays tomorrow.” The Chinese who journeyed
to Southcast Asia, America, Furopc, Africa, and Oceania were not wanderers
in the strict sense of that terni; thev had fixed places to go, a definite” purpose
in mind; and a keen desire to return home to wife and kinsmen in China, Their
several courses took them where opportunit\' beckoned. To the lonely Chinese
immigrant the place where he staved in the diaspora was s re:zdcnce wher
he happened to be was his abode; but only the place from which he had start ..
out and to which he intended to return was bhowze.

The Chinese as a stranger in America was i the society but not of it. He
imported things into that society that were not native nor original to it.

In the most primordial sense we must necessarily recognize that the Chinese
brought his body, his phvsiognomy, his anatomy, and his external appearance
with him. In the very act he created a powerful clement of his strangeness, for
a part of the thl‘ll‘Ch\ of relevances, the svstem of priorities—the basic values
—of Anierica included thc socnl construction and evaluation of persons as
bodies categorizable into “races.’ lt was m America that the man from Canton
discovered that he belonged to a “race,” that. his physical features were an
irreducible part of his social ldcntm', and that he would forever exist to his
hosts as an undifferentiated member of his racial category. To most Americans
Chinese were lmpcnetrablc as persons, knowable ()n]v as men of *‘slanted”
eyes and “vellow™ skin. To be sure his subjective quahtlcs could and did be-
come at lcast partially known, "but, as Robert E. Park's perceptive essay on
the Oriental face indicated, his personal and human qualities seemed forever

to be hidden “behind the mask,” encapsulated within an ob]ccnvc physical

frame from which they could not emerge. -
Sccond, the Chinese as a stranger brought with him his language, or rather
to be more exact, his languages. The peoples of Kwangrung who made up
the bulk of Chinese-immigrants in America spoke several dialects of the tongue
Occidentals call “Chinese.” Although all spoken dialects had a common writ-
ten script, their verbal forms were frequently unintelligible to those who came
from but a few miles away. Linguistically many of the Cantonese were strang-
ers to cach other, a phenomenon whigh found organizational cxpréssion in
bui kuan (specch and territorial associations) which thev established soon

after their arrival in San Francisco.
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However, it must be remembered that the Chinese language nppearcd to be
~but one language to Americans. To them Chinese speech secem exotic and in-
comprchensible, a tongue incomparable to the more familiar languages'of
Europe from which their own stock had sprung. To the American the Chi-
nese speech melody seemed a cacophony; the accent it imposed on learned
-English was a cause for mirth and mimicry, and its characters, formed so
carefully with a brush, scemed bizarre and utterly remote from the forms of
European or American writing. Fiqgl_ly. and most important, it seemed funda-
mentally to be the case that Americans did not care to learn about the langjihge
or to learn to speak it. It was the immigrants’ duty to leamn English or stier
the consequences of restricted communication. : ‘

“Third, and derivative from his language and culture, the Chinege stranger
brought with him his ways of life, familiar and taken for granted to him, un-
familiar, peculiar, and sometimes frightening to Americans. Even in his absence
from hearth and home, the overseas Chinese derived strength and purpose
from his family. The Chinese ideal of family loyalty found painful expression
in long term bachelorhood abroad, in the association of men of -common sur-
name in clans, and in the single-minded purposefulness of returning to wife
and village to retirc or dic. The Chinese ideal of congregation bevond the
family revealed itself in the bui kuan which united people of common dialect
but divided pbrsons who, though racially homogeneous, hailed from different
specch communities of the same land. And the subterrancan Chinese ideals of
resistance, rebellion, and fraternal outlawry transplanted themselves in the
form of the secret societics that sprang up wherever large numbers of Chinese
settled, forming a parallel system of immigrant institutions inside the ghetto
colony. Above all. the central characteristic of early Chinese community life
that impressed itself on. Americans was the immigrants’ adherence to a system
of kadi justice, traditional law, and partimonial power. lans bui kuan, and
secret socicties governed the lives of the immigrants. dispeised justice, adjudi-
cated quarrels. settled disputes. levied fines, punished wrongdoers, and on
occasion, meted out capital_punishment. To the Americans, Chinesc seemed
to have established an isnperinmt in imperio, a parallcl state, and to owe to its
insticutions and leaders a depth of fealty and allegiance out of proportion to
its worth and out of character with what Americans expected of its immi-
grants, To the Chinese the social system that they established in Chinatown
was a familiar form of political and economic orgnnization. It was not uni-
versallv loved or even uniformly favored. but it was respected and for some
revered.

Ho;\i'g\'er;‘it was not only their institutions that puzzled and angered Ameri-
cans. The personal life and style of the Chinese excited curiosity and, on all
too many\occasions contempt. The phited queuc in which Chinese men wore
their hair Wwas a constant source of amusement and derision. The queue origi-
nated as a svmbol of subjugation imposed on the Chincse people by the
Manchu conquerors in 1645, Graduallv it had -evolved into the badge of
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to America, Chigese were taunted Abowt Ylroir\ pxgtmlg, . shaved. i) the scalp
‘,:b)' mobs and ‘miscreants, and;‘in:

‘

976, ordefed by, law to have their queucs
,éi}ti’_oﬁ’ if’rth;:y serwed:a sentgncen prison o‘I'f\ﬂA'erc_jaijed? while awaiting trial.

. . ToCaliforhians the bluc overa)fs, loose-fitting shirrs;ﬁgnd wide-brimmed:black
-+ hat favered} #he Chinesersfenad less a costgme than a-uniform, and tended
1con e bellef that they, weke serfsfand, bondineri unfit for settlement
oy 3aetys Furthier, the pr:}ct;_icb,of Einding fhe fc,ct’-q() wormnen, common
0 alinoafg‘Chmcse oen -“,igut-b)j o means 'unmxtorm anong peasgnery and labor-

kX qys,’a-rxfugci%o& and ind'@pgitidn..“ Fi _\“',thc 'sce.min_,gly loose and dissolute

“life-of Chinese bachelorg #¥pked a.charus of ‘moral imprecatipns against the

-~ -immigrants from the 31iddl Kingdmﬁt{Cohc{cn\héd first by Chinese custom

« then _by Aryeric:m law 0 nﬁnhnbst?coxnpl“é,'t‘c' cel_ibacy i‘n the overseas country,

~ the Chinese lived as homclcss.luf,q4 mrnjﬁg_*tq prosutution for sexual outlet,

-gainbling for recreational rclc:;}s{;(,‘./;;‘ﬂd oon,occasion opium smoking for sur-
cease from the cares of their loncly sojourn. o

As immigrants from a traditiorfal society who had taken up tcmporary
residences in a fronticr land to inake their fortuncs, the Chinese exhibited
special characteristics. They were in America not to colonize nbr to spread
the culture of China. Neither were they there to be absorbed into America’s
melting pot of races and nations. Rather the special and unique character of
their immigration required them to adapr America and its way's to their own
purposes rather than adopt it to the exclusion and surrender of their own
values. The experiences to be had in America were bracketed within the all-
encompassing goal of the trip itself: to acquire wealth which in the homeland
could be used to recoup status lost by flood, poverty, or war, to demand
greater esteermn, and ro enjoy a generally better life. In this sense the fimiliar
context in which contemporary American scholars examine immigration
history—in terms of “assimilation,” “contributions,” and “mobility patterns”
—does not describe the Chinese immigrants’ own perspective. He. was there
to earn cnough money to leave; he was there in body alone, while his spirit
remained in the homeland; he was there because it offered him an opportunity
to pursuc his aim, not because he desired to stamp its future history with his
presence.. ,

"The Chinese approached American socicty with the outlook characteristic
of sojourner strangers in general. The most prominent features of this outlook
Aare an enterprising spirit, a willingness to move wherever opportunity beck-
ons, an orientation toward the future which overrides both engrained tradi-
tion and current condition, and a freedom from convention. In spite of :the
hostile prejudices against them, the Chinese persevered and endured. Their

*A Chinese woman in traditional dress and with bound feet had been exhibired as a freak
attraction on Broadway in 1834, Missionaries exhorted the Chinese to halt this practicc
and cited it frequently as evidence of the horrors and immorality that characterized

pagan peoples.
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cfforts are testimony to the unsung genius and enormous capacity of aff op-
pressed immigrant people. ) :

Tur Cuinest [vaGrRaNT as SojourNer. Those Chinese who stayed on in
the overscas area, postponing their trip home year after yecar became the
sojourner stock of America’s pioneer Chinese (Siu, 1952: 34-44). The special
psychologic;}l‘c_hnractcristic of the sojourner is manifested in his clinging to the
culture and style of the country from which he has come. Despite having been
transplantcd; he retains the outlook of a Chinese villager, loyal to his family,
nostalgic for the Cantonese countryside, fricndly to the members of his bui
kuan, and distant, aloof, and “objective” toward the peoples in the host society.
Typically he is ncither hostile nor despairing; rather he regards the condi-
tions of his long lonely existence as a challenge to wit and patience. The
overseas society exists for hitn as a job and an opportunity, neither as some-
thing to reject, rebuke, or revole against. To the sojourner his own primary
group—kin and friends in China—are the center of things. Itis for them that he
labors so long abroad. It s to them that he owes-whatever his work may bring.
It is y them that he will be honored and remgmbered. The sojourncr is a
man who remains in an alien country for a very long period of ume without
being assimilated by it. < A

As a Chinese wishing to remain Chinese the sojourner characteristically
encloses himself in a Chinese world while abroad. “Chinatown,” that quarter
of the city rescrved to Chinese businesses and restdences, becomes his basic
abode. To be sure his choice in this matter is not entirely voluntary; racial
hosulity, housingscgrcgution, ocZubational exclusion, and the gcncral pattern
of discrimination in America comffine to force ghettoizarion even on those

“ who have more cosmopolitin ou ooks. Nevertheless., in the ghetto, sur-

rounded by compatriots who hail from his native land, the sojourner is in
touch with his community and culture. The larger society is physically near
but socrally remote. EFnclosed wichin the narrow confines of Chinatown, he
cats, sleeps, works, and plays under the tutelage of his native values. So long
as the outside socicty does not intrude on his solitude, he remains a Cantonese
while abroad. "

Even when he is berefr of a Chinese community,, the sojourner may be able
or be forced to retain his outlook. The lone Chinese laundrythan in a white
ncighborhood, the solitary Chinese restauranteur in a small town, the Chinese
cook on nyfﬁotc ranch in the territory,*-and the isolated Chinese student in

agt example is provided by Frederic Remingron's description of a ranch cook
1da of San Jose de Bavicora in a remote part of Menico: ’
. the Chinese ceok, has o hig room with a stove’in i, and he and the
never-ending wonder to all the folks, and the fame of both has gone
eXnountins to Sonora and to the south, Charlie is an autocrat in his

muw way, and by the dignity of his position as Mr. Jack's private cook
[ anMwartkngwin antecgdents, he' conjures thé Mexicans and d———s the Texans,
which latter refuseto take him seriously and kill hiny, as they would a ‘proper’ man.

Charlic Jim, in return, entertains tdeas of Texans which he seerctes, except when
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they dine with Jack. when'be may be heard to mutter, *Cake and pic nfy good for
punchcr make him fat and lazy"; and when he cross the pnnu and chry fling a
" rope over his foot, he becomes liv id; and breaks out, ‘Da—— punchcr da—— rope,
rope man all same horse; da~-- puncher; no good that way.
~An Outpost of Civilization,” Frederick Remington’s Own West, ell, by Harold Mec-

Cracken (New York: Dial Pr_css, 1960), p. 139. - .

a metropolitan university may keep their minds on their single purpose, their

contacts sccondary, and their associations brief. Cultural distance from the

larger world may be enhanced by the languagc barrier, while a self-enforced

isolation may reduce the possibility that major life adjustmgnts will have to

be made. Finally, the ready manner in which racc contacts become institu-

tionalized in a formal and rlgld way may pcrforcc assist the sojourncr, what-
ever his real desire, to remain a stranger in the society.

For the sojourncr life abroad is defined along the narrow lines of a job. It
is something that must be done in order that something clse shall follow it
Thus the overseas Chinese student studied so that he mlght assume a post as
sc}entlst engmccr or diplomat in China; the overseas Chinese restaurantcur
cooked chop suev because that would hopefull) make enough money to re-
turn home where chop sucy ‘was unknown; and the Chinese Llundryman
washed, ironed, and sewed because that was one of the few occupations open
to Chinese men in a frontier society lacking Llrgc numbers of women. The
job is not a carccr It is a preparatory state of existence. But that preparatory
state copld and often did last the lifetime of the sojourner.

The Chinese laundry IRan is the sojourner par excellence. His job did not

- come to him by choncc rather it was gleaned from among the occupanonal

leavmgs of the American frontier.* To be a laundryman in America did not-
entail a career commitment. lnstcad itinvolved the locanon 1n a job niche, dn
acquisition of the skill related to it, and the w illingness to continue until for,
tunc had at last siniled. All too often the millenial dream of good fortune
receded into an ever-long future. But still the laundryinan toiled on. Eventu-
ally his condition became ritualized, a thmg in 1tsclf rewarded by the small
satisfactions of aiding wife and children in China, continued because nothing
else scemed to suggest itself. The novelist L. C. Tsung has captured this con-
dition in a passage from his novel, The Marginal Man:

The neon sign of a Chinese hand laundry reminded Charles of the

*Lin \utnng hm prucnted this idea in fiction in a sensitive spud\ by a laundryman in

Chinatown:
I did not choose, son. And it is not bad as you can sec. [ have made a living, and we
are now all here. There was no other way. All you have isa pair of hands, and you
do what the Americans do not want to do and allow you to do. When they buile
the railroads in the West, there were no women there. Those American men. They
could not cook, and they.could not wash. We Chinese cooked and washed bcrtcr
so they allowed us to cook and wash. Now we wash America and cook America
because we wash better and cook better. I would have opcncd a restaurant if [ had

the money (Lin \utm‘ 1048: 27).
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several shires he had not yet picked up. The sign said Wen Lee, but

Charles had never been able to ascertain whether the proprietor’s

family name was Wen or Lee. He entered the shop and saw the old

man still hard at work bchind the counter, ironing under a naked
electric balb, although it was already ten o’clock at night... “#
‘How many years have you been in the States?”’ Charles asked out of
curiosity as he paid the man. -

‘lForty years,’ the old man answered in Cantonese, and raised his

four fingers again. No expression showed on his face.
- ‘Do you havc a family?’ .. _

‘Big family. A wonan, many sons and grandsons.-All back home in
Tangshan.’ : .
“Have 'you ever gone back sinceryou. came out here?’

“No, I only send money,’ replied the old man. From underneath the
counter he brought out a photograph and showed it to Charles. In the
center sat a white-haired old woman, surrounded by some fifteen
or twenty men, wonien and children, of various ages. .. The whole
clan, with contented expressions on their faces, were the offspring of
this emaciated old man, who supported. not only himself but all of
them by his two shaking, bony hands. They seemed to represent the
flow of a great river of life, originating from a tiny stream. The
strcam may dry up some day, but the river flows on. The old man
put on his glasses again and identified cach person in the picture to
Charles Lin. A toothless smile canie to his expressionless face.
Charles Lin realized that this picture was the old man’s only comfort
and relaxation. He had toiled like a beast of burden for forty years to
support a large family which was his aun of existence, the sole mean-
ing of his life. The picturc to him wis like a diploma, a sunnna cum
lande to an honor student. Behind the facade of sadness and resigna-
tion there was the inner satisfaction which made this old man’s life
bearable and meaningful (Tsung, 1963: 158-159).

Tue Curvese Intatigrant as Floatecorr. Should he fulfill his dream in
the overseas country, the Chinese immigrant returned home. To do so was
to retranspose memory back into experience. The customs, ways, and institu-
tigns of China that he carried away with hininto the diaspora were discovered
again, life was recreated in its'original form, and the joys of the familiar were
again a source of everydayh
two sets of changes inar
less of g“possibility

Ty the the picture of returning home was clear enough. Pardee
Al i of a Chincse immigrant to America, describes his father’s
B hat it would mean to return to China:
- eriher was deeply sensible of the great honors which would be be-
/\stowed upon him if he returned to Sahn Kay Sawk. All kinsmen
- 136 :
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who returned, \ae remernbered. were held in very high esteem. Be-
cause of their fortuncs they were not treated as ordinary villagers
who had never gone abroad. Instead, they were hailed as Kuzr Sabn
Hock (Guests from the Golden \Iou{ltams) N‘bthmg the village
_could offer’ was too good for him. They feasted off the fat of the
land, angd were tre.ltcd as mandarins (Lm\ €, 1943:5).

This image of the return to China presumes that the historical and cultural
clock will stand still, that the socicty that was left behind will remain as it
was, that its trpditions will not erode, its customs not expire, its fundamental
ways not change. So long as the tiine between departurge and the return was
short and so long as po major change cracked the cake of custom in traditional
China this Prcsumptmn remained valid. However, for many Chinese what
began as a brief and prohtablc sojourn,_ abroad turned into years of exile.
Thus after decades of waitingfor his return a Chmesc \nfe wrote to her
husband, “You promised me to go abroad for only three ycars but you have
stayed there nearly thirty years naw;’ (Siu, 1952: 35-36). As the “decades
abroad passed China clnngcd Jn 1911 the Manchu Emplrc fell before the
onslaught of Sun Yat Sen and his tevolutionaries. The warnng factions even-
tually united under Chiang Kai-Shek or ]omcd the ‘growing Communist
Movement. A few mdcpendcnt warlords pla\ cd“politics with the scene. In
1949 the Comnunists succeeded in capruring the state and driving Chiang
and his minions to Formosa. Throughout all this period many overscas Chi-
nese held fast to their dreami. Those who returned found a different China
than the onc they had left.

After 1949 the Chinese in Ainerica were > cut off from remigration. In fact,
although few overseas ‘Chinese realize’ it, the diaspora had ended. For the
aged Chinese the sojourn had becomie a permanent exile. In 1962 William Will-
mott and [ interviewed an aged Chinese in Welles. British Columbia. He told
us he had a wife in China he had not seen in forty-five vears and a son he had
‘never seen. He said t'h.lt he receivedletters from them regularty. When we
asked when he planned to rejoin his wife and son, he sighedwand said “Maybe,
next year.” Thcn he asked if the present rcqnmc in China treated old pcoplc
well; he was! 1fr1|d he said, nnd wondered what would happen to him if he

H

returned.

Howcvcr cv en if the traditional home had not chapged dunng his ab-
sence, the immigrant had. The years abroad 4n th% new society could not
help but leave: thcnr mark. Perhaps he had learned another language and batk
in his home country found himself thinking—and even ocmsmmlly speaking
—in that tongue. More likely he had 1cquxrcd new skills, interests, and habits

* which estranged him from his fellow men at home. Somec Chinese severed their

queucs while in America and had so come to favor the tonsorial styles of the
Occident that they were embarrassed at.the requirement in force until 1911
that they rebraid their hair when they remigrated to China. Abroad the
Chincsc'immigrant had—perhaps unconsciously—come to incorporate and
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appreciate some of the fundamental ideas and everyday practices of Aw€rica
as his own. Back home in China he found himself alienated from his own
people—not Chinese anymore, but certainly not an acculturated American
either. ’

However, many of those who dreamed of going home one day from the
overseas advanture could not make cnough money to do so. To assuage their
loneliness and, of*¢n enough, to marry and sire children, they became birds-
of -passage, returning to China cvery few years to marry, visit with their wife,
enjoy the comforts of hearth and home, and then going back, to.the immi-
grant colony where they labored in lonely solitude. Pardee Lowe recalls that
his father had at one tinie returned to China to acquire a wife, repay the debts
of his family, and retire in luxury. However, “Marriage and redemption of the
fa'mily homestead soon exhausted, Father's micager fortune, He returned to
America, not gladly froni all T heard, bue reconciled. Thousands of Chinese
were doing the same thing every yvear; spending in their native villages a for-. .
tunc gained abroady and coming back to this country to toil laboriousl
acquire the necessary money to repeat their trip” (Lowe, 1045: 7).

Even some of those who returned for good did not resume an ordinary life.
All too often the “fortune” that they had earned abroad was eaten up by
family debts, by bribes to the ubiquitous corrupt ragistrates, and by the in-

evitable feasts, gifts

ytO'

, and ostentatious splendor required of one who had made
a success of himself. After funds had been exhausted some new means for

* making a living had to be found. Sometimes the skills acquired abroad could
“be rurned to usc neareg to home. A nice example is found in the recollections

-of Hosca Ballou Morse, a scholar and administrator who was

- with old China:

“An incident which occurred to the authar in 1893 throws some light

onthe usual result to a returned Chinese emigrant. At a railroad sta-

~tion in'Formosa he was addressed in fluent and correct English by the

s

proprict()r"-"co.(.)k of the station restaurane; and in answer to a question
of astonishiment, the Chincse cxplained why he was there. He had
returned from California with a fortune of $2,000.00. He had first to
disburse heavily to renuin unmolested -b_v the magistrate and his un-

" derlings;<then he had to relieve the necessities of his aged father;

then an uncle, who had fallen into business difficulties, must be res-
cued from impending bankruptey; and then he found he had only
enough left to procure himself a wife, with a few dollars margin

- wherewith to establish himself in his present business, which at nmiost

would require $100.00 capital. (Morsc, 1910:166n).

quite familiar

7

Marcivar Mex. If the immigrant who stayed became a permanent so-

. journer, his children found themselves one step removed from that condition
yet not fully a part of the society in which they had been born. They were,

in Robert Park’s memorable words, marginal men:

The marginal man is a personality tvpe that arises at a time and a
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place \\'li‘érc out of the conflict of races and cultures, new socicties,
new peoples and cultures are wmmg into L\lS(LnLL. The fate which
condemns him to live, at the same_rime, in two worlds is the same
which compels him to assume, in relation to the worlds in which he
lives, the role of a cosmopolitan and a stranger (Park, 1961: xvii).

As marginal men American born Chinese experienced the variety of senses
in which they were cultural hybrids. The Chinese Americans were products
of two cultumes, partial members of two socictics. They shared in the cultural
traditions and social life of America and of Chinatown intimately at some
tmcs, fornnll\ at”others, on occasion Cast: iy, but in some instances with
excruciating i silent anguish. Not quite able to break with the manners anc
customs of their parents, they were sull unable to completely join in the
ways of America. Racial prejudice kept themata (_listancc from white Ameri-
ca, while Americanization reduced their commitment to Chinarown. The
Chinese American, like the second generation of other cthnic groups, “Wwas
a man on the margin of two cultures and two socicties, which never com-
pletely interpenctrated and fused” (Parkq1g50: 354). :

Onc aspect of their condition that ditferentiated Anierican bornt Chinese
from children of Furopean immigrants was race. So long as America retained
its racial prejudice and racist practices, acculturation would not result in
acceptance. As late as 1939 William Carlson Smutiv observed that “Many years
will pass before American-born Chinese and Japanese in California will be
1cccptcd by the white group, no matter how thoroughly .\mcnc"mucd they
bcu)mL Skin C()lnr and the shne (sie!) of eyes catcgorically classify them
with their alien annts (Smith, 1939: 369). In their relations with other
Americans, the ut’fsprmg of immigrants from China discovered the ubiquitous
intrusiveness of race.

Even when Chinese Aniericans bLhcud tlut thC) had overcome racial
prejudices and unfavorable stereotypes they uncxpectedly encountered hos-
tilities and antagonisms. A student in a1 midwestern ¢ollege reported on an
ugly inter-racial incident that later gave way to friendship:

In cqllege T was taken irto a fnttrmt\ In miy second year I took
part ifi-the initiation of the new men. We had them lined up and were
paddling them with some boards and staves. Several of the fellows
Iud paddled them and then my turn came. After I had given one of
the fellows a swat he turned around and said, “You damned Chink!
What business do you have to hit me?’ That was a big shock to me.
\th should he pxck on me? I snd nothing and when it came to the
clection I voted that he be received. After sonie time we became the
best of friends (Smich, 1937: 193).

But the racial distinction often combined with cultural tradition to stlglm-
tize 2 Chinese American not only in the country of his birth but also in that

. of his parents. Such experiences served to drive home the unique position of

the sccond generation Chinese, impressing upon him the fact that he was
139 \
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augh( in the nuddlc of a contlict over which he had hcdde u)ntrolwlor ex-
amp(c an Hawaiian-born Chinese glr] who had been treated, as"amAm i
in Honolulu discovered quite a different response in Cahforma e
Igradm]l) learned that 1 was a foreigner—a (Juncsc-—chat l would
be wiser to admut it and to disclaim my American cxtlzcnshxp, par-
ticularly when I was in a Chinesc group I accepted my title-as a
foreign student more graciously. I became more accustomed to the
starcs of the American people, to their remarks, and to their sneers.
I did not feel inferior to them; 1 did not feel antagonisuc toward
them; but I was dls.]pp()mtcd and dccply hurt (Snuth 1939: 372).
But when this girl dcsp.nrcd of %mcnu schooled herself j *n the Chinese lan- .
guagc and culture, and journeyed to the land of her parents’ birch, she found
that she was sull a foreigner, an Americanized Chinese ;nd thus an alien
to China’s w ays: . >
I gave up trying to be a Chinese; for as soon as the people-in China’
learned that I was an oversea (sic) Chinese, they remarked, ‘Oh, you
arc a foreigner,” Some asked, ‘Where did you learn to speak Chincse?’
Some thought it remarkable that I spoke Chinese at all. So you see [
was quite foruL;n to China. I wore Chinese clothes and tried to passas ;-
a Chinese, but I could notso I gave up and .ldml[[cd my foreign bxrth-'
apd education (Smith, 1937 245). I

As she lived and retlected on her experiences in Chma and Cahforma the
girl was torn between the questions of identity. 1o be ‘peither Chinese to
people of her lincage nor American to people of hcr bxrthphcc left her in -
limbo. But limbo is a land swhere few care to live and niost journey out of it—
to compronuse and anguish and, perhaps, resignation, 'Ihc girl concludes:
[ lack very much a Chinese background. Chinese ullturc and Chi-
nese manncers and customs; 1 have neither thetr viewpoint nor their
patience. Sometimes | was homesick for America. Where JI had
friends, I felt betters I got more or less 1d]ustcd to some f(mqs—
one of them was the rm]\sh’{w But most of the time, I had very mixed
feelinkss. 1 find that uncohsciously now I try to avoid the sub]cu of
Clum Frry to put it put of my mind and attention; I don't wane ro
think or feel about China . .. America is really my country and my
hofie (Smith, 1937: 253-244).

‘\hrgmnhtv 1S a pr()l)lcm not only vis a vis the dominant r1cml group but
also in relation to the sclf. It produccs one of the c1rdm.1] clements.of anomie—
self estrangement. Alienation from one’s own self i§ a probability when pscho-
social acculturation is accompanied by racial etirrm\q In such a situation indi-
viduals find that their very bodies are problcmmc to ther—are issues worchy
of borh philosophical rcﬂccuon and worrisome anxncty To an American-

" born Chinese the very face he presents, masking behmd*s Oricneal visage a

half-American mind, may c¢voke a painful, even éxcrugt ng, contradiction,



Frank Chin captures this moment of self-estrangement in his haunting novel
about Dirigible, a y oung man of San Francisco’s Chinatown: \.‘i_ o
The clean shaven face, washed and dried, cleanly drily op]quc pml\-
ish, brownish, yellow and vaguely luminescent in the lmht was grmd
Seeing his skin in the mirror, touching his face with ‘his fingers,"he, |
N sensed color and essence stimulated to movement through lns face ' \
5 fike petals and leaves stiffening in the sunlight. Pocl\m.lrl\cd. lined, %
shadowed, full of character, like the face of 3 mudflat dried into a
desert of potato chips Dirigible’s real face.. .. The face was forced
still, to be looked at in the mirror by him (Chm 1970: 31-31).

Beneath the sense of dual and unresolved identity, and beyond the anqsn}éf
self estrangement, the Chinese American senscs his own nori- -membership’in
the two cultures. Product of both,-member of ncither, he lives between them,
participating in the activitics approprntc to both but feeling his alien 1dcntltv
even as he acts. Victor Wong. a Chinese American w ho grew up in San Fran-
cisco’s Chinatown in the 1930’s, vividly recalls the pain and mlsundéx:standmg
that arose from his marginal status:

So we were all immigrants in those days, no matter where we were
born. Between the Chinese and the rn“llSh cducatton, we had no
idea where we belonged. Fven to this dn, if T wanted to say I'm
going to China I would never say it that way; I would say go back
to China. Because I was mughwom the time I was born that this was
not my country, that I would have to go to China to make my living
as an adult. And I think chac if it hadn’t been for the Japanese War—
that is with the Americans; December =, 1941—many of us would
probably have had to do back to China, with our parents (Wong,
1970: 70).

Until the outbreak of World War I Chinese i imnuigrants retained a ‘;’o]ourncr
attitude not only for themsclves but for their children as well. The sacred
duty to be buried in the village of onc’s father’s birth meant little to Chinese
born in the United States, but prejudice and discrimination served as a con-
stant reminder of their unequal status and limited opportunities in America,
Parents would counsel their children to pay little heed to-the daily sllghts and ™
the legal, occupltmml and soctal restrictions thC\ cnu>untcrul—~c‘(ccpt to
let those acts of 1 m]ustlcc remind them: that cheir ulnmatc future was in China
and, in the interim, in Chingtown. Therefore, pqrcnrs would advise their
children, both a Chinese and an American education was vervmlpormnr The
English schools would provndc one with the training, skills, and techniques
which would prove useful in China; the Chinese language school would pro- .
vide onc with the language, customs, and traditions which would make it
possible to assume a new life in the homeland of their parents. Chinese Ameri-*
can youths were encouraged to adopt a diligent l)l}t instrumental orientation
toward America and what it had to offer. They were to acquire its methods
and technics—bur they were not to be seduced by its culture, stvle, and
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way of lifc. T h(mgh born and reared in America, they were to remain Chinese.
. At the same time the schools were interested in ‘\mcrlc.lmung the oﬂ'sprmg
of all immigrants, though not necessarily in encouraging all of them to .1sp1rc
“after social cquality. Chinese children were rcqmrcd to spc.lk read, and swvrite
English. They were taught to revere Afncrican Revolutionary -WWay leaders
as the Founding F1thcrs of their country. Chinese Americans absorbed many
.of the ways of America rmdxh and as a mateer of course in school, in the
_mass mcdl'l, and in extra-curricular acuvitics. As Chinese AJHCHL’]HS they
ot step into the white American mainstream l)cuusc
of g wrcncml prc]udl c.lnd discrimination. But neither u)uld‘ thcy chuiuct
; their own acculturation had pmgrcsscd too far.
Caught betywveen the poles 0§ absorption and remigration, they. managed an
ifc out of the half-a-loaf pm\ldcd to them, by

found that thcx cduld

existence, carving a way\of
Chinatown and' the larger 50dncty. respectively.

“The 'lﬂ'lblglhlt\'\(.‘)f this existence produced a p.unful and awkward qd]l&t
ment for the Chinest Americans. Many found thcmsclvcs t'hml\mg mdre and
more like; .th(:lr white pt:crs but deniced ‘the ()ppormmtv to pr'ICtlLC an Ameri-
can way of life. Rccputful of their parcnts, they nevertheless could not .
form to théir wishes.™

pu

C

n 'Sm Francisco’s

a SO] (¢] Un\(.l' existenc

\

RE

he remarkable difference in dhuphm ~ind self- control in thui\‘
lic and Chinese fanguage schools is a retlection of the dual ey ¥

acterized life in f"CnCl'.l] for Chinese Americans. Galen Chossesefio studied
dafternoon Chinatown schools in the “carly 1?)4o's-rcc"llls
the cxpcrlcncc in a vivid dcscrlptmn of children’s life among second génera-
tion Chinese in America. Chow’s parents had c'n]cfullv advised him on propcr

- behavior in public school.

"Helen I owe summed up,

Incontrast no pressure was exerted by my {mrents to do anything but
'lttend Chinese school. This doub]c “standard led to a kyll -Hydc
existence for me on dchool days:In public school 1 wasa odel of "de-
portment, studious. and courteous. In Chingse scfiool T was a“ligtle

terror-baiting. tic teacher conqt.mtl\. fighting and getting into ,all -
- kinds-of ‘mischief. The reason for mv-ﬂircnts attitudes was not lost.
-on me. In public school, where all the teachers were white, T had
to present my best posture in Order not to shame the Chinese In gen-

cral and my family in particular. In Chmcs&school where all the
students and thqhers were Chinese we ¢ould revert & normal. How-
r, probablv duce to tl;c strain of my role ph\ ing in pul)hc schopl

yn

: : 179 ’

>
142 .
’ .

s

this cultuml;gcnemtlon gap w hen she mkl “Fa-
“ther’s American ways are xJot American enough, and as for his Chjnese habits

and ideas, 7hcy are queer, l{nrcaqomb]c, and humxlntmg
Fer brother, Pardee, has r(,cnrdcd in minute dct’nl thc increastn [tld(’ of his

(Lowe,iogs: 175).

!
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\ \mcru.lmz.umn —~thc mo\L t() fa r-vﬁlu.ntcrs f()‘rc family, the pur-
; Ch.l ¢ ind installation: ofﬂrfthmb cp c‘é?hc wooden bucket used throngh-
i wout his childhood, th*lonk strugg c~m u%ﬂm his father’s permission to enter
.‘»f\;"lnfnrd Unncmt\ ,gn)d finally 41“&&) finge to a white girl (Lowe, 1945:.
Cb40-161, 174-195. 225-34-). TAOW evert Toratio Alger success story did
)

not describe the life of all (‘hmcsb" dcric. ans, Flmer \\nl\ WWai, born at the

*r turn ()( the century” into the slum nf San Francisco's Chinatown, saw his
- brother and sister sold to meet Jexpenses, was educated in an asylum for way-

" avards vouth, and then turnctt our®into the strcats‘# beeame a thug 1nd
. 'strong-arm man for a Chinesc secret sogj kilJed a & and spent seventeen
'; vears in_San Quentin prison. After l)i %cd he ended his days as an
“av of white people (Grl

{
LS OVErw nrl\cd and nndcrpnd domestic 1

s
T 1969). o
Fven when theirslives overseas were ntually crow ned with success,
Chmcsc Amcricans suffered because of their nnrf_,m‘ll status. Pardee Lowe
nged from his father for two years: and spol\c to him only when
Riccr they had quarreled ‘l)lttcrl.\ over the proper way to live in

]\ enowned in the rg40’s, entered into her life’s \\'orl\ under a
dmﬂ) ¢ mrdcn As a Chinese American she suffered from the prcludlccs and

W Stcr_cotvpcs commonly Hfffcted on members of her race; a§ 2 woman she had

to overcome the'traditional Chinese view that ()ppoécd the presence of women
~. in.independent professions (. Wong, 1945: 211-246). Rose Hum Lee, born
~w dnto a Montana family of Chinese descent, endured both local and family
»",'3.., gstracjsm apd qcncmh/cd racial discrimination in her efforts to become a
]c1dmg sociologist specializing in the study of Chmc@c Americans (l.eg 1960).
\wtor VV()nfT a Cllnncsc Amcnc.m born and reared in San Francisco benefitted
fr‘?)m thc greater opportumtlcﬁ for Chincse Americans during World War 11

5
o __'md ecame an Enrrmccr But he anguished so much over his .lmbmuons status

S -America that hc first repudiated his Chinese background and sought a comi-
p]ctc American ldcnntv, then, unhappy in that situation, he returned to an
“all-Chincse settmg andygesiuned a more cthnically exclusive existence (V.
Wong, 1970: 71-72).5 ‘

Before World War rl the hkehhnod that many ‘Chinese Amcricans W(mld
realize a secure and productive life in America seemed remore. }Jp until the
1940's the number of Chinesc born in America had been low because of the’
shortage of w ‘onfen in the immigrant group. The few Chincse Americans who

A

umber of Chin Americans began to L’I'O\V ind their cduur n improved,

R
paper editor’Ng Poon Chew observed:
Perhjps the future of our American born Chinesé willl have ro look to China for
their/life.work. In this there As lﬂl‘ hope. China will open thousands of lines for
ambitious mud(.rmu.d young 1ten to utilize their lp/r')hqs to help develop thc

countrv’s resources (Che w, 1g-o: &),

hve, 1045: 176-178). Jade Snow Wong, whose ceramics became

Chinese or;Punm lc1dcrs cxpreescd concern for their-frure. In 1929 Chjnatown news- *

|
I
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sthew arring factions in"San I°

reached nnturit\' in the firs tthirty vc,ll'# df the twentieth century cnter cd
into the l)uqmcqﬁ cst.lbhshcd - their l\msmcn in Chinatown—restaurants, l.1un-
dries, curio shops—or went th China t¢ m\Lc a living.

heidea'of a careerin C fiina excited mqth interest among young ! Ainherican-
born Chinese in the 1920’ and "30's. FIdwy gver, among those Chinese Ameri-
cans who went to China were m.mv \);ho found themselves even more es-

”"fmngcd than they had felr in.the Um&p!;, States, Morcover, the social unrest

that characterized China’s internal conflition in the first half of the century
did not récomiend itsclf to too many ‘overseas Chinese. In some Chinatown
families brothers divided over how to; procccd one choosin@®China, while
the other chose Chinatown. In 1926 “imfrcd Raushenbush, a research asso-
ciate of Robert E. Park, rcpmtcd 1 what she rcmrdcd as a Chinese American
success story (Raushénbush. 1926/4g21). An old Chinatown fanu]) had two
sons. One had beconic an cn(rmcen, qnnc to China, and was, at the time of her
rescarch, helping “Sun Yat, Sen t() work out his ideas about the harbors of
Canton.” The other had gr.ulu.ltc from Stnford Univers®y where he had
been a foothall player, .md begesc 1 businessman and pohtlcnn conciliating
» 15(.() 's Chinatown. The latter “is a man who,
“because of his popularity as ghlcte, and because of the wide diverse human
curiosities which have made him a politician, finds himself at home both in
America and in Chinatow free to go back and forth from one to the other
. He has solved in his. own pcrﬁnn a problcxﬁv«)t]\ more important to
Chmato“ n than that of the.fighting tongs; hc has gotten out of the ghetto.”
However, most Chinese could not get out of the ghetto: As lgte as the

1930's Chinese parents. urch their children to prefare themselves for a“life
in China. Jade Snow Wong's fathcn ‘encouraged her to make the mastery of
Chinese her main objective; for he wanted her to go to China to srudy after
high school graduation, He thought that 1 Chinese ¢ould realize his opnmum
achievement only in Chlm Her brother was also urged to think of China
as his future homc “F,\thcr and son agreed that the study of -medicine in
. China would prcparc Older Brother for his career. I\nmnng the Chinese
" language, e could establish himself where medical pcrsonncl was greatly
.necded, and he could strengthen his ancestral ties by visits to Daddy’s native+
village and rchuvcs (J. Sqpw Wong, 1945: 95) &ICIOF ’\Vong bltter]y tecalls
that in the l().,os “it was always China that we were t1ught was‘figme. In
thosc dnyﬁ we were all inpnigrants. Whether we were*born in: Aménea, or

i

- not, We \\e‘rc all immigrants . ’V“onqn{ 4). Lo

China scemed u inviting .md white Amferica too formidable, then China-
yn bdckoned fec ly to some young Chi esemAncridans. In 1926 a young
meri¢| n-born Chihese told Winifred RaushenbushJ ‘Just wait untl the
native-Born ride intol power here nrpon«r th inese in'San ancwco—\ hich
Awill happen sometime w ithin the next ten g™ twelve years—and you wi} sce
a different Chinatown.” (Raushenbush, 1926: 221). More Chinese Americans
turned to work in restaurants, laundries. curio shops, and the Chinatown

ds



lottery in this period than went to China. But beginning in the 1930’ more
Chinese were being born in America and the pressure on Chinatowns to
* %bsorb this growing population portended difficulty. In the same period the

Rocky Mountain Chinatowns began to decling, and Chinese from Montana.

*0 Arizona began migrating tonSan Franciseo, Chicago, and New York, centers o

of Chinese settlement in America. Chinatown’s capacity to house and employ

America’s Chinese bccnp{c taxed just as the grc-.é depression set in.

However sucgesstubie was as an arcna of employnient, thg ghetto contained
its Argen orn Chinese so well that they had little contact with those white
ougsiders with whom they might have shared a common outlook. Galen Chow

.//L‘énlls- that during his childhood in San Trancisco’s Chinatown all his $huns

- were fellow Chinese of the second generation, and with the exception of his

white public scHool teachers. he had alinost no contact with white America. ,
We all played in and around the streets and buildings of Chinatown
with an air of proprictorship. We knew every street, :ﬂlc'\', unusyak’
building, and every nook and cranny of Chinatown. We were less
sure of ourselves when we ventured out of Chinatown'either by our-
selves or With our parents and at these times would present our stefeo-
typical personalities of the subdued, unscrutable Oriengal to the white
world. / .

The cra of Chinese dia$gora in America began to erode in the decade that
began with the admission of Chinese to quota status as immigrants ﬁnd-t*
right of naturalization (1943) and concluded with the triumph of ghe coffi-
munist rf®olution in China. Since then Chinese have beconft more .kmf meore
a national minority in polyglot America. With the sex ratio cotming ever mar?;';T
into balance, the marriage of American born Chinese to one-anatheelincreas™ !
ing, and the birth and maturation of second and third generations in theyUnited

- States, we may speak of the shift from a diasporic people to an ctbnﬁgi‘o jpide
Characteristic of this change is the beginnings of filropittistic hiSt#ry, YRe
interest in discovering Chinese “contributions” to America, the ‘search’ for,
ethnic origins, and the rise of Asian American studies. Thefe is ajgs g nofice- -
able difference between the attitudes of the<American-bom/4 \g ¢ _m;.*'?'] 4 {
arrived immigrants. The new gangs of American Chinatgfb »gml%)nw&; Al
cxig_ssion to this fact as they organize along 1#hes thar"s‘ephr te Al e 'vg!»
Arferican from the youths recently arrived from Hong Kofig. »-ﬂg_e old
institutions of Chinatowfi—theclans, bui kuan, and secret sacieli¢Sysiy
to maintain themsclves infthe face df the acculturation and suburbasf

; the grow{ing Chinese Afnerican middle class and diffidence,- li(ﬁ.\ti Live
intrncmbilitylof the new imm@g{ants;a_“ _ . L

Paradoxically perhapg ‘the be cvid):nce of the decline of digSpg
rise of historical and nafio '/gﬁxscioﬁsncss. Membership,in the YeqPk
of Chinese was a taken{for-firanted fea of the immigrant groap fne
first small cohorts of Amevrig: nﬁeese. s among the A." ized
generations, the college-bound\and university®®ucated that the gnaWing e
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sense of nmb1v1lcncc and anguish over 1dcnt1ty finds anguished C\prcssmn e

Sce king a break nwav from the brass of America that once scemed like gold

to their gr.gndfathcrs, this generation turns to cthmcxty, rediscovers history;,

defines culture, and nttchlpts to' reenter the community. The new ChW"'
«"  represent America as it is—ncither a mcltmg pot nor a mesaic, rathcra plur

ok wo’fi‘ntcrcsfs values, institutions, and sentiments in less than ¢qual or pcqccful .
.. coexistence. But that is the story for another paper. For the moment we might
' L tdwellon thic rulmc and sentiments of the last cra—dnspomlahd its conse- *

quences. It shall.not be with us again.

i

8:00- 9:2)0 p..rf] ()pcn Forum: “The (,hmc ¢ I)nspom ; subjects.
‘ . - n o LRI v
- . ‘ '-..t‘,"'*.“% e
. .
i *
® ) ’ ’
<
' ~—
\s ) - ,\\\ ’ # L ®
. J “ {
\ e ) ]
S [ - , 8
L 4 / \ -
\ .
\
, 183 )
’ 2 . ’ [ ¢ ¢
. \ 145 W
¢ . Q‘:

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



‘a‘.‘FRll)AY,JUL\' 11, 1975 R

8:00- 9:00a.m. Rcmstmtmn Dcsl; Opcn

19700~ 9:45 a.m.

THE, INFLUI,\I F ()1' C HI\I[‘,S[ ON
UNITED SEATES HISTORY -

By ’
" Harry W, Low 3 .

It is gratifying to parnc:p.ltc in this historic National Conference. T am espe-
cially plcnscd that there is such interest in Chirgse-American history which
focuses on the period from 1850 to 1960. But why leave out the last 15 years?
The influence of Chmcﬁn United States hnt()r\ 15 part of a great plCtler
an unfinished painting, no# mathematical equation that abruptly ends in a
sum. And like a pajating cach of the speakers and panclists sces diverse things.
\} differ in what ‘scc in what is gloss, whag is real, what is enduring, what
is glib and oily, w hat is precise atd what is colc'llmq Some of our historical
influence is rqbust some 0utr1gmus irratiopal, a blot, and even tender strokes.
After a day of.s conference we have confirmed what we knew, tlnt a
. historical examination is not an exact science. History like beauty is in. thc
cyes of the beholder. No onc can judge what is the extent of our mﬂucnce
and whether it is or will be tcmpomrv or hstmg
As a Chinese-American it is hard to speak of “our influence,” obvmusly like
T every parncxpw or artist, we dip our brush in our own soul and paint our
‘ T own thoughts In hew we view history. :
w} The very title ofsour confcrencc raises some questions. How do we separ;
ate the Chinese-American from United States history: How do we really
differ?> Are we not a part of the whole — certainly the dev clopment of Cali-
fornia and of the United States cannot be casily separatedifrom the conduct
as well as the social and economic life of the Chinese.
If we do separate out the role of Chinese-Americans, and Jook at our long
presence in the United Statcs, w hy hasn’t our influence been greater? And
- why s0 little knowledge of the Chinese-Americans’ influence? :
Begause we are d erent, there is a strong hkellhood that we shall in some" .
\éays always b apart, Many Am¢ricdns still consider “American”-as _
y - synd ymous. wit whxte an non-whiges/ as forc;gners It'has on]y been -in /
“yecknt years that Chmcse-&%tncan \ fullv amc:pafed in commumty‘
* life. Our pqrnmpano #and ence is/vet devel ping and has yet, ‘;o reach
« ful maturlty
“That time of miturity will $oon come’ and there should be an mkburst of
Asians great]y‘mvolved in all phases«f community activitics. That mcludcs
" the political hfc w;h:ch go greatly mﬂucnccs arft %olq the progress of anv /

group el Tk . ,
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It will take all of the more than 125 years for this to happen. Time and more
unportantly dete®ination and self- -discipline are necessary to bring thisabout,
The present day Chinese-American needs to be ev ery bit as ngllmt as hie
forefathers in prucrnng his identity and heritage, as well as prcscrvmg the
pl()nccrmg spirit of his forefathers. ‘

A’ The new Chinese-American, cmerging into posi‘tiom of cmnmunity leader-
ship must hclp hus fellows and particularly assist the new Asian immigrant o,
the United Stages. He must be aware of the history of the past, not to allow
himself to be the maker or promoter of unfair taws or be the unfair law en-
forcer or endorser. He must be a positive influence.

5 Why has our past u)mmqplty influctige or impact particul: irly in thc afTairs
of government been less than momentous?

The prevention of Chinese to access to the institutions of governnient,
particularly the courts for redress of injustices committed against them, made
it casy ta limit their influence as well as to commit all sorts of atrocities or
Chinese, It nnt only destroyed any possible cnmmumty influence they might
have, but (}ummshcd their own sclf este#m. It is no wonder that many carly
Chinese would only consider thcnv;cl\ ¢s sojourncers and not a pcrm1ncnt part
. o of the United States.

A Any influence, not just political but whether social, economic or otherwise
importantly depends on access to all institutions of government. Isolation
from the main, diminishes influence. Fxclusion all but destroys it. .
L An 1854 thfOrnn Supreme Court case points out the attitude of the
government t